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(5) Association membership ceases. For 
coverage made available in the indi-
vidual market only through one or 
more bona fide associations, the indi-
vidual’s membership in the association 
ceases, but only if the coverage is ter-
minated uniformly without regard to 
any health status-related factor of cov-
ered individuals. 

(d) Discontinuing a particular type of 
coverage. An issuer may discontinue of-
fering a particular type of health insur-
ance coverage offered in the individual 
market only if it meets the following 
requirements: 

(1) Provides notice in writing to each 
individual provided coverage of that 
type of health insurance at least 90 
days before the date the coverage will 
be discontinued. 

(2) Offers to each covered individual, 
on a guaranteed issue basis, the option 
to purchase any other individual 
health insurance coverage currently 
being offered by the issuer for individ-
uals in that market. 

(3) Acts uniformly without regard to 
any health status-related factor of cov-
ered individuals or dependents of cov-
ered individuals who may become eligi-
ble for coverage. 

(e) Discontinuing all coverage. An 
issuer may discontinue offering all 
health insurance coverage in the indi-
vidual market in a State only if it 
meets the following requirements. 

(1) Provides notice in writing to the 
applicable State authority and to each 
individual of the discontinuation at 
least 180 days before the date the cov-
erage will expire. 

(2) Discontinues and does not renew 
all health insurance policies it issues 
or delivers for issuance in the State in 
the individual market. 

(3) Acts uniformly without regard to 
any health status-related factor of cov-
ered individuals or dependents of cov-
ered individuals who may become eligi-
ble for coverage. 

(f) Prohibition on market reentry. An 
issuer who elects to discontinue offer-
ing all health insurance coverage under 
paragraph (e) of this section may not 
issue coverage in the market and State 
involved during the 5-year period be-
ginning on the date of discontinuation 
of the last coverage not renewed. 

(g) Exception for uniform modification 
of coverage. An issuer may, only at the 
time of coverage renewal, modify the 
health insurance coverage for a policy 
form offered in the individual market 
if the modification is consistent with 
State law and is effective uniformly for 
all individuals with that policy form. 

(h) Application to coverage offered only 
through associations. In the case of 
health insurance coverage that is made 
available by a health insurance issuer 
in the individual market only through 
one or more associations, any reference 
in this section to an ‘‘individual’’ is 
deemed to include a reference to the 
association of which the individual is a 
member. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0938–0703) 

[62 FR 16998, Apr. 8, 1997; 62 FR 31696, June 10, 
1997, as amended at 62 FR 35906, July 2, 1997] 

§ 148.124 Certification and disclosure 
of coverage. 

(a) Applicability—(1) General rule. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section, this section applies to all 
issuers of health insurance coverage. 

(2) Exception. The provisions of this 
section do not apply to issuers of the 
following types of coverage: 

(i) Health insurance coverage fur-
nished in connection with a group 
health plan defined in § 144.103 of this 
subchapter. (These issuers are required 
under § 146.115 of this subchapter to 
provide a certificate of coverage.) 

(ii) Excepted benefits described in 
§ 148.220. 

(iii) Short-term, limited duration 
coverage defined in § 144.103 of this sub-
chapter. 

(b) General rules—(1) Individuals for 
whom a certificate must be provided; tim-
ing of issuance. A certificate must be 
provided, without charge, for individ-
uals and dependents who are or were 
covered under an individual health in-
surance policy as follows: 

(i) Issuance of automatic certificates. 
An automatic certificate must be pro-
vided within a reasonable time period 
consistent with State law after the in-
dividual ceases to be covered under the 
policy. 

(ii) Any individual upon request. Re-
quests for certificates may be made by, 
or on behalf of, an individual within 24 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:07 Dec 16, 2010 Jkt 220187 PO 00000 Frm 00732 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 M:\REMOTEWVA\220187.XXX ofr150 PsN: PC150



723 

Department of Health and Human Services § 148.124 

months after coverage ends. For exam-
ple, an entity that provides coverage to 
an individual in the future may, if au-
thorized by the individual, request a 
certificate of the individual’s cred-
itable coverage on behalf of the indi-
vidual from the issuer of the individ-
ual’s prior coverage. After the request 
is received, an issuer must provide the 
certificate by the earliest date the 
issuer, acting in a reasonable and 
prompt fashion, can provide the certifi-
cate. A certificate must be provided 
under this paragraph even if the indi-
vidual has previously received a certifi-
cate under this paragraph (b)(1)(ii) or 
an automatic certificate under para-
graph (a)(l)(i) of this section. 

(2) Form and content of certificate—(i) 
Written certificate—(A) General rule. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph 
(b)(2)(i)(B) of this section, the issuer 
must provide the certificate in writing 
(including any form approved by CMS). 

(B) Other permissible forms. No written 
certificate must be provided if all of 
the following occur: 

(1) An individual is entitled to re-
ceive a certificate. 

(2) The individual requests that the 
certificate be sent to another plan or 
issuer instead of to the individual. 

(3) The plan or issuer that would oth-
erwise receive the certificate agrees to 
accept the information in paragraph 
(a)(3) of this section through means 
other than a written certificate (for ex-
ample, by telephone). 

(4) The receiving plan or issuer re-
ceives the information from the send-
ing issuer in the prescribed form within 
the time periods required under para-
graph (b)(1) of this section. 

(ii) Required information. The certifi-
cate must include the following: 

(A) The date the certificate is issued. 
(B) The name of the individual or de-

pendent for whom the certificate ap-
plies, and any other information nec-
essary for the issuer providing the cov-
erage specified in the certificate to 
identify the individual, such as the in-
dividual’s identification number under 
the policy and the name of the policy-
holder if the certificate is for (or in-
cludes) a dependent. 

(C) The name, address, and telephone 
number of the issuer required to pro-
vide the certificate. 

(D) The telephone number to call for 
further information regarding the cer-
tificate (if different from paragraph 
(b)(2)(ii)(C) of this section). 

(E) Either one of the following: 
(1) A statement that the individual 

has at least 18 months (for this pur-
pose, 546 days is deemed to be 18 
months) of creditable coverage, dis-
regarding days of creditable coverage 
before a significant break in coverage 
as defined in § 146.113(b)(2)(iii) of this 
subchapter. 

(2) Both the date the individual first 
sought coverage, as evidenced by a sub-
stantially complete application, and 
the date creditable coverage began. 

(F) The date creditable coverage 
ended, unless the certificate indicates 
that creditable coverage is continuing 
as of the date of the certificate. 

(iii) Periods of coverage under a certifi-
cate. If an automatic certificate is pro-
vided under paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this 
section, the period that must be in-
cluded on the certificate is the last pe-
riod of continuous coverage ending on 
the date coverage ceased. If an indi-
vidual requests a certificate under 
paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section, a 
certificate must be provided for each 
period of continuous coverage ending 
within the 24-month period ending on 
the date of the request (or continuing 
on the date of the request). A separate 
certificate may be provided for each 
period of continuous coverage. 

(iv) Single certificate permitted for fami-
lies. An issuer may provide a single cer-
tificate for both an individual and the 
individual’s dependents if it provides 
all the required information for each 
individual and dependent, and sepa-
rately states the information that is 
not identical. 

(v) Model certificate. The require-
ments of paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this sec-
tion are satisfied if the issuer provides 
a certificate in accordance with a 
model certificate as provided by CMS. 

(vi) Excepted benefits; categories of ben-
efits. No certificate is required to be 
furnished with respect to excepted ben-
efits described in § 148.220. If excepted 
benefits are provided concurrently with 
other creditable coverage (so that the 
coverage does not consist solely of ex-
cepted benefits), information con-
cerning the benefits may be required to 
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be disclosed under paragraph (c) of this 
section. 

(3) Procedures—(i) Method of delivery. 
The certificate is required to be pro-
vided, without charge, to each indi-
vidual described in paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section or an entity requesting the 
certificate on behalf of the individual. 
The certificate may be provided by 
first-class mail. If the certificate or 
certificates are provided to the indi-
vidual and the individual’s spouse at 
the individual’s last known address, 
the requirements of this paragraph 
(b)(3) are satisfied with respect to all 
individuals and dependents residing at 
that address. If a dependent’s last 
known address is different than the in-
dividual’s last known address, a sepa-
rate certificate must be provided to the 
dependent at the dependent’s last 
known address. If separate certificates 
are provided by mail to individuals and 
dependents who reside at the same ad-
dress, separate mailings of each certifi-
cate are not required. 

(ii) Procedure for requesting certifi-
cates. An issuer must establish a proce-
dure for individuals and dependents to 
request and receive certificates under 
paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section. 

(iii) Designated recipients. If an auto-
matic certificate is required to be pro-
vided under paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this 
section, and the individual or depend-
ent entitled to receive the certificate 
designates another individual or entity 
to receive the certificate, the issuer re-
sponsible for providing the certificate 
may provide the certificate to the des-
ignated party. If a certificate must be 
provided upon request under paragraph 
(b)(1)(ii) of this section, and the indi-
vidual entitled to receive the certifi-
cate designates another individual or 
entity to receive the certificate, the 
issuer responsible for providing the cer-
tificates must provide the certificate 
to the designated party. 

(4) Special rules concerning dependent 
coverage—(i) Reasonable efforts. An 
issuer must use reasonable efforts to 
determine any information needed for 
a certificate relating to dependent cov-
erage. If an automatic certificate must 
be furnished with respect to a depend-
ent under paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this 
section, no individual certificate must 
be furnished until the issuer knows (or 

making reasonable efforts should 
know) of the dependent’s cessation of 
coverage under the policy. 

(ii) Special rules for demonstrating cov-
erage. If a certificate furnished by an 
issuer does not provide the name of any 
dependent of an individual covered by 
the certificate, the individual may, if 
necessary, use the procedures described 
in paragraph (d)(3) of this section for 
demonstrating dependent status. An 
individual may, if necessary, use these 
procedures to demonstrate that a child 
was enrolled within 30 days of birth, 
adoption, or placement for adoption, in 
which case the child would not be sub-
ject to a preexisting condition exclu-
sion under § 148.120(f)(2). 

(iii) Transition rule for dependent cov-
erage through June 30, 1998—(A) General 
rule. An issuer that cannot provide the 
names of dependents (or related cov-
erage information) for purposes of pro-
viding a certificate of coverage for a 
dependent may satisfy the require-
ments of paragraph (b)(2)(ii)(C) of this 
section by providing the name of the 
policyholder and specifying that the 
type of coverage described in the cer-
tificate is for dependent coverage (for 
example, family coverage or indi-
vidual-plus-spouse coverage). 

(B) Certificates provided on request. 
For purposes of certificates provided on 
the request of, or on behalf of, an indi-
vidual under paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this 
section, an issuer must make reason-
able efforts to obtain and provide the 
names of any dependent covered by the 
certificate if the information is re-
quested. If a certificate does not in-
clude the name of any dependent of an 
individual covered by the certificate, 
the individual may, if necessary, use 
the procedures described in paragraph 
(d)(3) of this section for submitting 
documentation to establish that the 
creditable coverage in the certificate 
applies to the dependent. 

(C) Demonstrating a dependent’s cred-
itable coverage. See paragraph (d)(3) of 
this section for special rules to dem-
onstrate dependent status. 

(D) Duration. The transitional rules 
of this paragraph (b)(4)(iii) are effective 
for certifications provided with respect 
to an event occurring before July 1, 
1998. 
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(5) Optional notice. This paragraph ap-
plies to events described in paragraph 
(b)(1)(i) of this section, that occur after 
September 30, 1996, but before June 30, 
1997. An issuer offering individual 
health insurance coverage is deemed to 
satisfy paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of 
this section if a notice is provided in 
accordance with the provisions of 
§ 146.125(e)(3)(ii) through (e)(3)(iv) of 
this subchapter. 

(c) Disclosure of coverage to a plan, or 
issuer, electing the alternative method of 
creating coverage—(1) General rule. If an 
individual enrolls in a group health 
plan and the plan or issuer uses the al-
ternative method of determining cred-
itable coverage described in § 146.113(c) 
of this subchapter, the individual pro-
vides a certificate of coverage under 
paragraph (b) of this section or dem-
onstrates creditable coverage under 
paragraph (d) of this section, and the 
plan or coverage in which the indi-
vidual enrolls requests from the prior 
entity, the prior entity must disclose 
promptly to the requesting plan or 
issuer (‘‘requesting entity’’) the infor-
mation set forth in paragraph (c)(2) of 
this section. 

(2) Information to be disclosed. The 
prior entity must identify to the re-
questing entity the categories of bene-
fits under which the individual was 
covered and with respect to which the 
requesting entity is using the alter-
native method of counting creditable 
coverage, and the requesting entity 
may identify specific information that 
the requesting entity reasonably needs 
to determine the individual’s cred-
itable coverage with respect to any of 
those categories. The prior entity must 
promptly disclose to the requesting en-
tity the creditable coverage informa-
tion that was requested. 

(3) Charge for providing information. 
The prior entity furnishing the infor-
mation under paragraph (c)(2) of this 
section may charge the requesting en-
tity for the reasonable cost of dis-
closing the information. 

(d) Ability of an individual to dem-
onstrate creditable coverage and waiting 
period information—(1) General rule. In-
dividuals may establish creditable cov-
erage through means other than cer-
tificates. If the accuracy of a certifi-
cate is contested or a certificate is un-

available when needed by the indi-
vidual, the individual has the right to 
demonstrate creditable coverage (and 
waiting or affiliation periods) through 
the presentation of documents or other 
means. For example, the individual 
may make a demonstration if one of 
the following occurs: 

(i) An entity has failed to provide a 
certificate within the required time pe-
riod. 

(ii) The individual has creditable cov-
erage but an entity may not be re-
quired to provide a certificate of the 
coverage. 

(iii) The coverage is for a period be-
fore July 1, 1996. 

(iv) The individual has an urgent 
medical condition that necessitates a 
determination before the individual 
can deliver a certificate to the plan. 

(v) The individual lost a certificate 
that the individual had previously re-
ceived and is unable to obtain another 
certificate. 

(2) Evidence of creditable coverage—(i) 
Consideration of evidence. An issuer 
must take into account all information 
that it obtains or that is presented on 
behalf of an individual to make a de-
termination, based on the relevant 
facts and circumstances, whether or 
not an individual has 18 months of 
creditable coverage. An issuer must 
treat the individual as having fur-
nished a certificate if the individual at-
tests to the period of creditable cov-
erage, the individual presents relevant 
corroborating evidence of some cred-
itable coverage during the period, and 
the individual cooperates with the 
issuer’s efforts to verify the individ-
ual’s coverage. For this purpose, co-
operation includes providing (upon the 
issuer’s request) a written authoriza-
tion for the issuer to request a certifi-
cate on behalf of the individual, and co-
operating in efforts to determine the 
validity of the corroborating evidence 
and the dates of creditable coverage. 
While an issuer may refuse to credit 
coverage if the individual fails to co-
operate with the issuer’s efforts to 
verify coverage, the issuer may not 
consider an individual’s inability to ob-
tain a certificate to be evidence of the 
absence of creditable coverage. 

(ii) Documents. Documents that may 
establish creditable coverage (and 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:07 Dec 16, 2010 Jkt 220187 PO 00000 Frm 00735 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 M:\REMOTEWVA\220187.XXX ofr150 PsN: PC150



726 

45 CFR Subtitle A (10–1–10 Edition) § 148.126 

waiting periods or affiliation periods) 
in the absence of a certificate include 
explanations of benefit claims (EOB) or 
other correspondence from a plan or 
issuer indicating coverage, pay stubs 
showing a payroll deduction for health 
coverage, a health insurance identifica-
tion card, a certificate of coverage 
under a group health policy, records 
from medical care providers indicating 
health coverage, third party state-
ments verifying periods of coverage, 
and any other relevant documents that 
evidence periods of health coverage. 

(iii) Other evidence. Creditable cov-
erage (and waiting period or affiliation 
period information) may be established 
through means other than documenta-
tion, such as by a telephone call from 
the issuer to a third party verifying 
creditable coverage. 

(3) Demonstrating dependent status. If, 
in the course of providing evidence (in-
cluding a certificate) of creditable cov-
erage, an individual is required to dem-
onstrate dependent status, the issuer 
must treat the individual as having 
furnished a certificate showing the de-
pendent status if the individual attests 
to the dependency and the period of the 
status and the individual cooperates 
with the issuer’s efforts to verify the 
dependent status. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0938–0703) 

[62 FR 16998, Apr. 8, 1997; 62 FR 31696, June 10, 
1997, as amended at 62 FR 35906, July 2, 1997] 

§ 148.126 Determination of an eligible 
individual. 

(a) General rule. Each issuer offering 
health insurance coverage in the indi-
vidual market is responsible for deter-
mining whether an applicant for cov-
erage is an eligible individual as de-
fined in § 148.103. 

(b) Specific requirements. (1) The issuer 
must exercise reasonable diligence in 
making this determination. 

(2) The issuer must promptly deter-
mine whether an applicant is an eligi-
ble individual. 

(3) If an issuer determines that an in-
dividual is an eligible individual, the 
issuer must promptly issue a policy to 
that individual. 

(c) Insufficient information—(1) Gen-
eral rule. If the information presented 
in or with an application is substan-

tially insufficient for the issuer to 
make the determination described in 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section, the 
issuer may immediately request addi-
tional information from the individual, 
and must act promptly to make its de-
termination after receipt of the re-
quested information 

(2) Failure to provide a certification of 
creditable coverage. If an entity fails to 
provide the certificate that is required 
under this part or part 146 of this sub-
chapter to the applicant, the issuer is 
subject to the procedures set forth in 
§ 148.124(d)(1) concerning an individual’s 
right to demonstrate creditable cov-
erage. 

[62 FR 17000, Apr. 8, 1997] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 62 FR 17000, Apr. 
8, 1997, § 148.126 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 148.128 State flexibility in individual 
market reforms—alternative mecha-
nisms. 

(a) Waiver of requirements. The re-
quirements of § 148.120, which set forth 
Federal requirements for guaranteed 
availability in the individual market, 
do not apply in a State that imple-
ments an acceptable alternative mech-
anism in accordance with the following 
criteria: 

(1) The alternative mechanism meets 
the following conditions: 

(i) Offers health insurance coverage 
to all eligible individuals. 

(ii) Prohibits imposing preexisting 
condition exclusions and affiliation pe-
riods for coverage of an eligible indi-
vidual. 

(iii) Offers an eligible individual a 
choice of coverage that includes at 
least one policy form of coverage that 
is comparable to either one of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Comprehensive coverage offered 
in the individual market in the State. 

(B) A standard option of coverage 
available under the group or individual 
health insurance laws of the State. 

(2) The State is implementing one of 
the following provisions relating to 
risk: 

(i) One of the following model acts, as 
adopted by the NAIC on June 3, 1996, 
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