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45 CFR Subtitle A (10–1–10 Edition) § 63.1 

Subpart A—General 
§ 63.1 Purpose and scope. 

(a) Applicability. Except to the extent 
inconsistent with an applicable Federal 
statute the regulations in this part 
apply to all grant awards of Federal as-
sistance made by the Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evaluation or 
his designee, hereinafter referred to in 
this part as the Assistant Secretary. 
Such grants include those under sec-
tion 232 of the Community Services Act 
(42 U.S.C. 2835), section 1110 of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1310), sec-
tion 392A of the Communications Act 
of 1934, and such other authority as 
may be delegated to the Assistant Sec-
retary for policy research activities. 

(b) Exceptions to applicability. The 
award and administration of contracts 
and cooperative agreements by the As-
sistant Secretary shall not be covered 
by this subchapter. Contracts entered 
into by the Assistant Secretary shall 
be subject to the regulations in 41 CFR 
Chapters 1 and 3. Generally, the Assist-
ant Secretary will select between grant 
and contract procedures and instru-
ments, both with regard to the solicita-
tion process and with respect to unso-
licited proposals, on the basis of cri-
teria set forth in the proposed revision 
of 41 CFR 3–1.53 published at 39 FR 
27469 at any subsequent revision there-
of. 

(c) Objectives—(1) Policy Research. The 
overall objective of policy research ac-
tivities is to obtain information, as it 
relates to the mission of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
about the basic causes of and methods 
for preventing and eliminating poverty 
and dependency and about improved 
methods for delivering human re-
sources services. Such information is 
obtained through the conduct of basic 
and applied research, statistical anal-
yses, and demonstrations and evalua-
tions which have demonstrated a high 
probability of impacting on the formu-
lation or modification of major Depart-
mental policies and programs. 

(2) Telecommunications Demonstrations. 
The overall objective of the Tele-
communications Demonstration Pro-
gram is to promote the development of 
nonbroadcast telecommunications fa-
cilities and services for the trans-

mission, distribution, and delivery of 
health, education, and social service 
information. 

[40 FR 23295, May 29, 1975, as amended at 42 
FR 36149, July 13, 1977] 

§ 63.2 Eligibility for award. 

(a) Groups and organizations eligible. 
Except where otherwise prohibited by 
law, any public or nonprofit private 
agency, institution, or organization 
which is found by the Assistant Sec-
retary to be authorized and qualified 
by educational, scientific, or other rel-
evant competence to carry out a pro-
posed project in accordance with the 
regulations of this subchapter shall be 
eligible to receive a grant under this 
part. 

(b) Project eligible—(1) Policy Research. 
Any project found by the Assistant 
Secretary to be a research, pilot, eval-
uation, or demonstration project with-
in the meaning of this section and § 63.1 
shall be eligible for an award. Eligible 
projects may include planning, policy 
modeling or research utilization stud-
ies; experiments; demonstrations; field 
investigations; statistical data collec-
tions or analyses; or other types of in-
vestigation or studies, or combinations 
thereof, and may either be limited to 
one aspect of a problem or subject, or 
may consist of two or more related 
problems or subjects for concurrent or 
consecutive investigation and may in-
volve multiple disciplines, facilities, 
and resources. 

(2) Telecommunications Demonstrations. 
Any projects which meet the special 
criteria in § 63.6(c) shall be eligible for 
a telecommunications demonstration 
grant. 

[40 FR 23295, May 29, 1975, as amended at 42 
FR 36149, July 13, 1977] 

§ 63.3 Program announcements and so-
licitations. 

(a) In each fiscal year the Assistant 
Secretary may from time to time so-
licit applications through one or more 
general or specialized program an-
nouncements. Such announcements 
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER as notices and will include: 

(1) A clear statement of the type(s) of 
applications requested; 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:07 Dec 16, 2010 Jkt 220187 PO 00000 Frm 00188 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 M:\REMOTEWVA\220187.XXX ofr150 PsN: PC150



179 

Department of Health and Human Services § 63.6 

(2) A specified plan, time(s) of appli-
cation, and criteria for reviewing and 
approving applications; 

(3) Any grant terms or conditions of 
general applicability (other than those 
set forth in this part) which are nec-
essary (i) to meet the statutory re-
quirements of applicable legislation, 
(ii) to assure or protect the advance-
ment of the project, or (iii) to conserve 
grant funds. 

(b) Applications for grants: Any ap-
plicant eligible for grant assistance 
may submit on or before such cutoff 
date or dates as the Assistant Sec-
retary may announce in program so-
licitations, an application containing 
such pertinent information and in ac-
cordance with the forms and instruc-
tions as prescribed herein and addi-
tional forms and instructions as may 
be specified by the Assistant Secretary. 
Such application shall be executed by 
the applicant or an official or rep-
resentative of the applicant duly au-
thorized to make such application. The 
Assistant Secretary may require any 
party eligible for assistance under this 
subchapter to submit a preliminary 
proposal for review and approval prior 
to the acceptance of an application 
submitted under these provisions. 

(c) All applications and preliminary 
proposals should be addressed to: 

Grants Officer, Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evaluation, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
330 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 5027, 
Washington, DC 20201. 

§ 63.4 Cooperative arrangements. 
(a) Eligible parties may enter into 

cooperative arrangements with other 
eligible parties, including those in an-
other State, to apply for assistance. 

(b) A joint application made by two 
or more applicants for assistance under 
this subchapter may have separate 
budgets corresponding to the programs, 
services and activities performed by 
each of the joint applicants or may 
have a combined budget. If joint appli-
cations present separate budgets, the 
Assistant Secretary may make sepa-
rate awards, or may award a single 
grant authorizing separate amounts for 
each of the joint applicants. 

(c) In the case of each cooperative ar-
rangement authorized under paragraph 

(a) of this section and receiving assist-
ance, except where the Assistant Sec-
retary makes separate awards under 
paragraph (b) of this section all such 
applicants (1) shall be deemed to be 
joint legal recipients of the grant 
award and (2) shall be jointly and sev-
erally responsible for administering 
the project assisted under such grant. 

§ 63.5 Effective date of approved grant. 
Federal financial participation is 

normally available only with respect to 
obligations incurred subsequent to the 
effective date of an approved project. 
The effective date of the project will be 
set forth in the notification of grant 
award. Grantees may be reimbursed for 
costs resulting from obligations in-
curred before the effective date of the 
grant award if such costs are author-
ized by the Assistant Secretary in the 
notification of grant award or subse-
quently in writing, and otherwise 
would be allowable as costs of the 
grant under the applicable regulations 
and grant terms and conditions. 

§ 63.6 Evaluation of applications. 
(a) Review procedures. All applications 

filed in accordance with § 63.3 shall be 
evaluated by the Assistant Secretary 
through officers, employees, and such 
experts or consultants engaged for this 
purpose as he/she determines are spe-
cially qualified in the areas of research 
pursued by this office. The evaluation 
criteria below will be supplemented 
each fiscal year by a program an-
nouncement outlining priorities and 
objectives for policy research, and by 
other general or specialized solicita-
tions. Such supplements may modify 
the criteria in paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
this section to provide greater speci-
ficity or otherwise improve their appli-
cability to a given announcement or 
solicitation. 

(b) Criteria for evaluation of Policy Re-
search Projects. Review of applications 
under paragraph (a) of this section will 
take into account such factors as: 

(1) Scientific merit and the signifi-
cance of the project in relation to pol-
icy objectives; 

(2) Feasibility of the project; 
(3) Soundness of research design, sta-

tistical technique, and procedures and 
methodology; 
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