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(b) A hearing will be conducted by 
the presiding officer. Employees of the 
Department will first give a full and 
complete statement of the action 
which is the subject of the hearing, to-
gether with the information and rea-
sons supporting it, and may present 
any oral or written information rel-
evant to the hearing. The State may 
then present any oral or written infor-
mation relevant to the hearing. Both 
parties may confront and conduct rea-
sonable cross-examination of any per-
son (except for the presiding officer 
and counsel for the parties) who makes 
any statement on the matter at the 
hearing. 

(c) The hearing is informal in nature, 
and the rules of evidence do not apply. 
No motions or objections relating to 
the admissibility of information and 
views will be made or considered, but 
either party may comment upon or 
rebut all such data, information, and 
views. 

(d) The presiding officer may order 
the hearing to be transcribed. The 
State may have the hearing tran-
scribed, at the State’s expense, in 
which case a copy of the transcript is 
to be furnished to the Department at 
the Department’s expense. 

(e) The presiding officer may, if ap-
propriate, allow for the submission of 
post-hearing briefs. The presiding offi-
cer shall prepare a written decision, 
which shall be based on a preponder-
ance of the evidence, shall include a 
statement of reasons for the decision, 
and shall be final unless appealed pur-
suant to § 96.52 of this part. If post- 
hearing briefs were not permitted, the 
parties to the hearing will be given the 
opportunity to review and comment on 
the presiding officer’s decision prior to 
its being issued. 

(f) The presiding officer shall include 
as part of the decision a finding on the 
credibility of witnesses (other than ex-
pert witnesses) whenever credibility is 
a material issue. 

(g) The presiding officer shall furnish 
a copy of the decision to the parties. 

(h) The presiding officer has the 
power to take such actions and make 
such rulings as are necessary or appro-
priate to maintain order and to con-
duct a fair, expeditious, and impartial 
hearing, and to enforce the require-

ments of this subpart concerning the 
conduct of hearings. The presiding offi-
cer may direct that the hearing be con-
ducted in any suitable manner per-
mitted by law and these regulations. 

(i) The Secretary or the presiding of-
ficer has the power to suspend, modify, 
or waive any provision of this subpart. 

§ 96.67 Right to counsel. 

Any party to a hearing under this 
part has the right at all times to be ad-
vised and accompanied by counsel. 

§ 96.68 Administrative record of a 
hearing. 

(a) The exclusive administrative 
record of the hearing consists of the 
following: 

(1) The notice of opportunity for 
hearing and the response. 

(2) All written information and views 
submitted to the presiding officer at 
the hearing or after if specifically per-
mitted by the presiding officer. 

(3) Any transcript of the hearing. 
(4) The presiding officer’s decision 

and any briefs or comments on the de-
cision under § 96.66(e) of this part. 

(5) All letters or communications be-
tween participants and the presiding 
officer or the Secretary referred to in 
§ 96.63 of this part. 

(b) The record of the hearing is closed 
to the submission of information and 
views at the close of the hearing, un-
less the presiding officer specifically 
permits additional time for a further 
submission. 

Subpart G—Social Services Block 
Grants 

§ 96.70 Scope. 

This subpart applies to the social 
services block grant. 

§ 96.71 Definitions. 

(a) Section 2005 (a)(2) and (a)(5) (42 
U.S.C. 1397d (a)(2) and (a)(5)) of the So-
cial Security Act establishes prohibi-
tions against the provision of room and 
board and medical care unless, among 
other reasons, they are an ‘‘integral 
but subordinate’’ part of a State-au-
thorized social service. ‘‘Integral but 
subordinate’’ means that the room and 
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