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(b) Each State that claims MOE ex-
penditures for a separate State pro-
gram(s) must file the SSP–MOE Data 
Report within 45 days following the end 
of the quarter or be subject to a pen-
alty. 

(c) A State that fails to submit the 
reports within 45 days will be subject 
to a penalty unless the State files com-
plete and accurate reports before the 
end of the fiscal quarter that imme-
diately succeeds the quarter for which 
the reports were required to be sub-
mitted. 

[71 FR 37483, June 29, 2006] 

§ 265.5 May States use sampling? 

(a) Each State may report the 
disaggregated data in the TANF Data 
Report and the SSP-MOE Data Report 
on all recipient families or on a sample 
of families selected through the use of 
a scientifically acceptable sampling 
method that we have approved. States 
may use sampling to generate certain 
aggregated data elements as identified 
in the instructions to the reports. 
States may not use sampling to report 
expenditure data. 

(b) ‘‘Scientifically acceptable sam-
pling method’’ means: 

(1) A probability sampling method in 
which every sampling unit in the popu-
lation has a known, non-zero chance to 
be included in the sample; and 

(2) Our sample size requirements are 
met. 

(c) In reporting data based on sam-
pling, the State must follow the speci-
fications and procedures in the TANF 
Sampling Manual. 

§ 265.6 Must States file reports elec-
tronically? 

Each State must file all quarterly re-
ports (i.e., the TANF Data Report, the 
TANF Financial Report (or, as applica-
ble, the Territorial Financial Report), 
and the SSP-MOE Data Report) elec-
tronically, based on format specifica-
tions that we will provide. 

§ 265.7 How will we determine if the 
State is meeting the quarterly re-
porting requirements? 

(a) Each State’s quarterly reports 
(the TANF Data Report, the TANF Fi-
nancial Report (or Territorial Finan-
cial Report), and the SSP-MOE Data 

Report) must be complete and accurate 
and filed by the due date. 

(b) For a disaggregated data report, 
‘‘a complete and accurate report’’ 
means that: 

(1) The reported data accurately re-
flect information available to the 
State in case records, financial records, 
and automated data systems, and in-
clude correction of the quarterly data 
by the end of the fiscal year reporting 
period; 

(2) The data are free from computa-
tional errors and are internally con-
sistent (e.g., items that should add to 
totals do so); 

(3) The State reports data for all re-
quired elements (i.e., no data are miss-
ing); 

(4)(i) The State provides data on all 
families; or 

(ii) If the State opts to use sampling, 
the State reports data on all families 
selected in a sample that meets the 
specification and procedures in the 
TANF Sampling Manual (except for 
families listed in error); and 

(5) Where estimates are necessary 
(e.g., some types of assistance may re-
quire cost estimates), the State uses 
reasonable methods to develop these 
estimates. 

(c) For an aggregated data report, ‘‘a 
complete and accurate report’’ means 
that: 

(1) The reported data accurately re-
flect information available to the 
State in case records, financial records, 
and automated data systems; 

(2) The data are free from computa-
tional errors and are internally con-
sistent (e.g., items that should add to 
totals do so); 

(3) The State reports data on all ap-
plicable elements; and 

(4) Monthly totals are unduplicated 
counts for all families (e.g., the number 
of families and the number of out-of- 
wedlock births are unduplicated 
counts). 

(d) For the TANF Financial Report 
(or, as applicable, the Territorial Fi-
nancial Report), ‘‘a complete and accu-
rate report’’ means that: 

(1) The reported data accurately re-
flect information available to the 
State in case records, financial records, 
and automated data systems; 
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(2) The data are free from computa-
tional errors and are internally con-
sistent (e.g., items that should add to 
totals do so); 

(3) The State reports data on all ap-
plicable elements; and 

(4) All expenditures have been made 
in accordance with § 92.20(a) of this 
title. 

(e) We will review the data filed in 
the quarterly reports to determine if 
they meet these standards. In addition, 
we will use audits and reviews to verify 
the accuracy of the data filed by the 
States. 

(f) States must maintain records to 
adequately support any report, in ac-
cordance with § 92.42 of this title. 

[64 FR 17900, Apr. 12, 1999, as amended at 73 
FR 6828, Feb. 5, 2008] 

§ 265.8 Under what circumstances will 
we take action to impose a report-
ing penalty for failure to submit 
quarterly and annual reports? 

(a) We will take action to impose a 
reporting penalty under § 262.1(a)(3) of 
this chapter if: 

(1) A State fails to file the quarterly 
TANF Data Report, the quarterly 
TANF Financial Report (or, as applica-
ble, the Territorial Financial Report), 
or the quarterly SSP–MOE Data Re-
port (if applicable) within 45 days of 
the end of the quarter; 

(2) The disaggregated data in the 
TANF Data Report or the SSP–MOE 
Data Report are not accurate or a re-
port does not include all the data re-
quired by section 411(a) of the Act 
(other than section 411(a)(1)(A)(xii) of 
the Act) or the nine additional ele-
ments necessary to carry out the data 
collection system requirements, in-
cluding the social security number; 

(3) The aggregated data elements in 
the TANF Data Report or the SSP– 
MOE Data Report required by section 
411(a) of the Act are not accurate and 
the report does not include the data 
elements necessary to carry out the 
data collection system requirements 
and to verify and validate the 
disaggregated data; 

(4) The TANF Financial Report (or, 
as applicable, the Territorial Financial 
Report) does not contain complete and 
accurate information on total expendi-

tures and expenditures on administra-
tive costs and transitional services; or 

(5) The annual report under § 265.9 
does not contain the description of 
transitional services provided by a 
State to families no longer receiving 
assistance due to employment. 

(b) If we determine that a State 
meets one or more of the conditions set 
forth in paragraph (a) of this section, 
we will notify the State that we intend 
to reduce the SFAG payable for the im-
mediately succeeding fiscal year. 

(c) We will not impose the penalty at 
§ 262.1(a)(3) of this chapter if the State 
files the complete and accurate quar-
terly report or the annual report before 
the end of the fiscal quarter that im-
mediately succeeds the fiscal quarter 
for which the reports were required. 

(d) If the State does not file all re-
ports as provided under paragraph (a) 
of this section by the end of the imme-
diately succeeding fiscal quarter, the 
penalty provisions of §§ 262.4 through 
262.6 of this chapter will apply. 

(e) Subject to paragraphs (a) through 
(c) of this section and §§ 262.4 through 
262.6 of this chapter, for each quarter 
for which a State fails to meet the re-
porting requirements, we will reduce 
the SFAG payable by an amount equal 
to four percent of the adjusted SFAG 
(or a lesser amount if the State 
achieves substantial compliance under 
a corrective compliance plan). 

[71 FR 37483, June 29, 2006] 

§ 265.9 What information must the 
State file annually? 

(a) Each State must file an annual 
report containing information on the 
TANF program and the State’s MOE 
program(s) for that year. The report 
may be filed as: 

(1) An addendum to the fourth quar-
ter TANF Data Report; or 

(2) A separate annual report. 

(b) Each State must provide the fol-
lowing information on the TANF pro-
gram: 

(1) The State’s definition of each 
work activity; 

(2) A description of the transitional 
services provided to families no longer 
receiving assistance due to employ-
ment; 
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