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Cost reimbursements are not subject to 
garnishment, do not reduce or elimi-
nate the level of or eligibility for as-
sistance or services a volunteer may be 
receiving under any governmental pro-
gram. 

Subpart E—Volunteer Terms of 
Service 

§ 2553.51 What are the terms of service 
of a RSVP volunteer? 

A RSVP volunteer shall serve weekly 
on a regular basis, or intensively on 
short-term assignments consistent 
with the assignment description. 

§ 2553.52 Under what circumstances 
may a RSVP volunteer’s service be 
terminated? 

(a) A sponsor may remove a RSVP 
volunteer from service for cause. 
Grounds for removal include but are 
not limited to: extensive and unauthor-
ized absences; misconduct; inability to 
perform assignments; and failure to ac-
cept supervision. 

(b) The sponsor shall establish appro-
priate policies on service termination 
as well as procedures for appeal from 
such adverse action. 

Subpart F—Responsibilities of a 
Volunteer Station 

§ 2553.61 When may a sponsor serve as 
a volunteer station? 

The sponsor may function as a volun-
teer station, provided that no more 
than 5% of the total number of volun-
teers budgeted for the project are as-
signed to it in administrative or sup-
port positions. This limitation does not 
apply to the assignment of volunteers 
to other programs administered by the 
sponsor or special volunteer activities 
of the project. The RSVP project itself 
may function as a volunteer station or 
may initiate special volunteer activi-
ties provided the Corporation agrees 
that these activities are in accord with 
program objectives and will not hinder 
overall project operations. 

§ 2553.62 What are the responsibilities 
of a volunteer station? 

A volunteer station shall undertake 
the following responsibilities in sup-
port of RSVP volunteers: 

(a) Develop volunteer assignments 
that impact critical human and social 
needs, and regularly assess those as-
signments for continued appropriate-
ness; 

(b) Assign staff member responsible 
for day to day oversight of the place-
ment of RSVP volunteers within the 
volunteer station and for assessing the 
impact of volunteers in addressing 
community needs; 

(c) Obtain a Letter of Agreement for 
an RSVP volunteer assigned in-home. 
The Letter of Agreement shall comply 
with all Federal, State and local regu-
lations; 

(d) Keep records and prepare reports 
as required; 

(e) Comply with all applicable civil 
rights laws and regulations including 
reasonable accommodation for RSVP 
volunteers with disabilities; and 

(f) Provide assigned RSVP volunteers 
the following support: 

(1) Orientation to station and appro-
priate in-service training to enhance 
performance of assignments; 

(2) Resources required for perform-
ance of assignments including reason-
able accommodation; 

(3) Supervision while on assignment; 
(4) Appropriate recognition; and 
(5) Provide for the safety of RSVP 

volunteers assigned to it. 
(g) Undertake such other responsibil-

ities as may be necessary to the suc-
cessful performance of RSVP volun-
teers in their assignments or as agreed 
to in the Memorandum of Under-
standing. 

Subpart G—Application and Fiscal 
Requirements 

§ 2553.71 What is the process for appli-
cation and award of a grant? 

(a) How and when may an eligible orga-
nization apply for a grant? (1) An eligi-
ble organization may file an applica-
tion for a RSVP grant at any time. 

(2) Before submitting an application, 
an applicant shall determine the avail-
ability of funds. 

(3) The Corporation may also solicit 
grant applicants. Applicants solicited 
by the Corporation are not assured of 
selection or approval and may have to 
compete with other solicited or unso-
licited applicants. 
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(b) What must an eligible organization 
include in a grant application? (1) An ap-
plicant shall complete standard forms 
prescribed by the Corporation. 

(2) The applicant shall comply with 
the provisions of Executive Order 12372, 
the ‘‘Intergovernmental Review of Fed-
eral Programs,’’ (3 CFR, 1982 Comp., p. 
197) in 45 CFR part 1233, and any other 
applicable requirements. 

(c) Who reviews the merits of a RSVP 
application and how is a grant awarded? 
(1) The Corporation reviews and deter-
mines the merit of an application by 
its responsiveness to published guide-
lines and to the overall purpose and ob-
jectives of the program. When funds 
are available, the Corporation awards a 
grant in writing to each applicant 
whose grant proposal provides the best 
potential for serving the purpose of the 
program. The award will be docu-
mented by a Notice of Grant Award 
(NGA). 

(2) The Corporation and the spon-
soring organization are parties to the 
NGA. The NGA will document the 
sponsor’s commitment to fulfill spe-
cific programmatic objectives and fi-
nancial obligations. It will document 
the extent of the Corporation’s obliga-
tion to provide financial support to the 
sponsor. 

(d) What happens if the Corporation re-
jects an application? The Corporation 
will return to the applicant an applica-
tion that is not approved for funding, 
with an explanation of the Corpora-
tion’s decision. 

(e) For what period of time does the 
Corporation award a grant? The Cor-
poration awards a RSVP grant for a 
specified period that is usually 12 
months in duration. 

§ 2553.72 What are project funding re-
quirements? 

(a) Is non-Corporation support re-
quired? (1) A Corporation grant may be 
awarded to fund up to 90 percent of the 
total project cost in the first year, 80 
percent in the second year, and 70 per-
cent in the third and succeeding years. 

(2) A sponsor is responsible for identi-
fying non-Corporation funds which 
may include in-kind contributions. 

(b) Under what circumstances does the 
Corporation allow less than the percent-
age identified in paragraph (a) of this sec-

tion? The Corporation may allow excep-
tions to the local support requirement 
identified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion in cases of demonstrated need 
such as: 

(1) Initial difficulties in the develop-
ment of local funding sources during 
the first three years of operations; or 

(2) An economic downturn, the occur-
rence of a natural disaster, or similar 
events in the service area that severely 
restrict or reduce sources of local fund-
ing support; or 

(3) The unexpected discontinuation of 
local support from one or more sources 
that a project has relied on for a period 
of years. 

(c) May the Corporation restrict how a 
sponsor uses locally generated contribu-
tions in excess of the non-Corporation 
support required? Whenever locally gen-
erated contributions to RSVP projects 
are in excess of the non-Corporation 
funds required (10 percent of the total 
cost in the first year, 20 percent in the 
second year and 30 percent in the third 
and succeeding years), the Corporation 
may not restrict the manner in which 
such contributions are expended pro-
vided such expenditures are consistent 
with the provisions of the Act. 

(d) Are program expenditures subject to 
audit? All expenditures by the grantee 
of Federal and Non-Federal funds, in-
cluding expenditures from excess lo-
cally generated contributions, are sub-
ject to audit by the Corporation, its In-
spector General, or their authorized 
agents. 

[64 FR 14135, Mar. 24, 1999, as amended at 67 
FR 6875, Feb. 14, 2002] 

§ 2553.73 What are grants management 
requirements? 

What rules govern a sponsor’s man-
agement of grants? 

(a) A sponsor shall manage a grant 
awarded in accordance with: 

(1) The Act; 
(2) Regulations in this part; 
(3) 45 CFR Part 2541, ‘‘Uniform Ad-

ministrative Requirements for Grants 
and Cooperative Agreements to State 
and Local Governments’’, or 45 CFR 
Part 2543, ‘‘Grants and Agreements 
with Institutions of Higher Education, 
Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Orga-
nizations’’; 
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