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(d) Each person serving as an able 
seaman or a rating forming part of a 
navigational watch on a seagoing ship 
of 500 gross tonnage (200 GRT) or more 
shall hold an STCW endorsement certi-
fying him or her as qualified to per-
form the navigational function at the 
support level, in accordance with 
STCW (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 12.01–3). 

(e) Each person serving as a qualified 
member of the engine department 
(QMED) or a rating forming part of a 
watch in a manned engine-room or des-
ignated to perform duties in a periodi-
cally unmanned engine-room, on a sea-
going ship driven by main propulsion 
machinery of 750 kW [1,000 hp] of pro-
pulsion power or more, shall hold an 
STCW endorsement certifying him or 
her as qualified to perform the marine- 
engineering function at the support 
level, in accordance with STCW. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other rule in 
this part, no person subject to this part 
serving on any of the following vessels 
needs to hold an STCW endorsement, 
either because he or she is exempt from 
application of the STCW, or because 
the vessels are not subject to further 
obligation under STCW, on account of 
their special operating conditions as 
small vessels engaged in domestic voy-
ages: 

(1) Small passenger vessels subject to 
subchapter T or K of title 46, CFR. 

(2) Vessels of less than 200 GRT 
(other than passenger vessels subject 
to subchapter H of title 46, CFR). 

(3) Uninspected passenger vessels as 
defined in 46 U.S.C. 2101(42). 

(4) Fishing vessels as defined in 46 
U.S.C. 2101(11)(a). 

(5) Fishing vessels used as fish-tender 
vessels as defined in 46 U.S.C. 
2101(11)(c). 

(6) Barges as defined in 46 U.S.C. 
2101(2), including non-self-propelled 
mobile offshore-drilling units. 

(7) Vessels operating exclusively on 
the Great Lakes. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34535, June 26, 
1997; USCG-1999–5610, 67 FR 66068, Oct. 30, 
2002; USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11254, Mar. 16, 
2009] 

§§ 12.02–9–12.02–10 [Reserved] 

§ 12.02–11 General provisions respect-
ing rating endorsements. 

(a)(1) An MMC with a deck officer en-
dorsement will authorize the holder to 
serve in any rating capacity in the 
deck department, except able seaman. 
If a deck officer qualifies as able sea-
man, the MMC will be endorsed with 
the appropriate able seaman and 
lifeboatman endorsement. STCW en-
dorsements as RFPNW and PSC will 
also be entered upon qualification. 

(2) An MMC issued to an engineer of-
ficer endorsed for inspected vessels of 
over 2,000 horsepower will authorize 
the holder to serve in any rating capac-
ity in the engine department. If an en-
gineer officer qualifies as a 
lifeboatman, the appropriate 
lifeboatman endorsement will be 
placed on the MMC. STCW endorse-
ments as RFPEW and PSC will also be 
entered upon qualification. 

(b) The authorized holder of any valid 
rating endorsement may serve in any 
capacity in the staff department of a 
vessel, except in those capacities re-
quiring a staff officer; except that 
whenever the service includes the han-
dling of food, no person may be so em-
ployed unless his or her credential 
bears the food handler’s endorsement 
‘‘(F.H.)’’. 

(c) A rating endorsement as able sea-
man or lifeboatman authorizes service 
as lifeboatman. 

(d) The OCMI will issue an STCW en-
dorsement if the applicant for or holder 
of an MMC is qualified for the endorse-
ment. The OCMI will issue an STCW 
endorsement for the following ratings: 

(1) A rating forming part of a naviga-
tional watch on a seagoing ship of 500 
GT or more if the holder of the creden-
tial is qualified according to STCW 
Regulation II/4 of the STCW Code (in-
corporated by reference, see § 12.01–3) to 
perform the navigational function at 
the support level. 

(2) A rating forming part of a watch 
in a manned engineroom, or designated 
to perform duties in a periodically un-
manned engineroom, on a seagoing ship 
driven by main propulsion machinery 
of 750 kW (1,000 hp) of propulsion power 
or more, if the holder is qualified in ac-
cording to STCW Regulation III/4 and 
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