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(c) Means shall be provided for con-
trolling the cargo or pump room bilge 
pumps and their suctions or discharges 
in order that a flooded pump room may 
be pumped out. Suitable portable or 
manually operated pumps may be ac-
cepted as complying with this provi-
sion, or alternatively, the pump con-
trols shall be arranged so that they are 
operable from inside the pump room 
and either from an accessible position 
outside the pump room, or from the 
pump room casing above the freeboard 
deck. 

§ 32.52–10 Bilge pumps and piping on 
tank vessels constructed or con-
verted prior to November 19, 1952— 
TB/ALL. 

(a) On tank vessels, the construction 
or conversion of which was started 
prior to November 19, 1952, bilge pumps 
and piping which do not fully comply 
with the regulations of this subchapter 
shall be made as nearly equal to the re-
quirements for tank vessels con-
structed on or after November 19, 1952, 
as is necessary in the interest of safe-
ty. 

(b) Bilge suctions from hold spaces 
containing independent cargo tanks 
may be connected to cargo pumps or 
stripping pumps, provided the installa-
tion complies with the requirements of 
§ 32.52–5(b). 

Subpart 32.53—Inert Gas System 

SOURCE: CGD 74–127, 41 FR 3843, Jan. 26, 
1976, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 32.53–1 Application—T/ALL. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 

(b) and (c) of this section, this subpart 
applies to: 

(1) A U.S. crude oil tanker or product 
carrier of 100,000 DWT tons (metric) or 
more or combination carrier of 50,000 
DWT tons (metric) or more, that has a 
keel laying date on or after January 1, 
1975. 

(2) A new (as defined in 46 U.S.C. 3701) 
crude oil tanker or product carrier, or 
foreign flag crude oil tanker or product 
carrier of 20,000 DWT tons or more en-
tering the navigable waters of the U.S. 

(3) A crude oil tanker that is 
equipped with a cargo tank cleaning 
system that uses crude oil washing. 

(4) An existing product carrier of 
20,000 deadweight tons (metric) or more 
that has tank washing machines with a 
capacity of more than 60 cubic meters 
per hour after May 31, 1983. 

(5) Any other U.S. or foreign flag: 
(i) Crude oil tanker or product car-

rier of 70,000 deadweight tons (metric) 
and over after May 31, 1981; 

(ii) Crude oil tanker between 20,000 
and 70,000 deadweight tons (metric) 
after May 31, 1983; 

(iii) Product carrier between 40,000 
and 70,000 deadweight tons (metric) 
after May 31, 1983. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to 
vessels designed to carry only: 

(1) Liquefied gas cargo; or 
(2) Grade E cargo that is carried at a 

temperature lower than 5° C below its 
flash point. 

(c) This part does not apply to vessels 
as stated in 46 U.S.C. 3702. 

[CGD 77–057a, 44 FR 66501, Nov. 19, 1979, as 
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51043, Sept. 30, 
1997; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51198, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 32.53–3 Exemptions. 
(a) The Assistant Commandant for 

Marine Safety and Environmental Pro-
tection grants exemptions for crude oil 
tankers of less than 40,000 deadweight 
tons not fitted with high capacity tank 
washing machines, if the vessel’s owner 
can show that compliance would be un-
reasonable and impracticable due to 
the vessel’s design characteristics. 

(b) Requests for exemptions must be 
submitted in writing to: Commandant 
(CG–522), U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd St. 
SW., Stop 7126, Washington, DC 20593– 
7126. 

(c) Each request must be supported 
by documentation showing that: 

(1) The system would be detrimental 
to the safe operation of the vessel; 

(2) It is physically impracticable to 
install the system; or 

(3) Adequate maintenance of the sys-
tem would be impossible. 

(d) The vessel’s owner may request a 
conference. The exemption request file 
will be available for use in the con-
ference and additional arguments or 
evidence in any form may be presented. 
The conference will be recorded. The 
presiding officer summarizes the mate-
rial presented at the conference and 
submits written recommendations to 
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the Assistant Commandant for Marine 
Safety and Environmental Protection. 

(e) The Assistant Commandant for 
Marine Safety and Environmental Pro-
tection reviews the exemption request 
file and decides whether to grant or 
deny the exemption. The decision shall 
include an explanation of the basis on 
which the exemption is granted or de-
nied, and constitutes final agency ac-
tion. 

[CGD 77–057a, 44 FR 66502, Nov. 19, 1979, as 
amended by CGD 82–063b, 48 FR 29486, June 
27, 1983; CGD 88–070, 53 FR 34534, Sept. 7, 1988; 
CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50461, Sept. 29, 1995; CGD 
96–041, 61 FR 50727, Sept. 27, 1996; CGD 97–057, 
62 FR 51043, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–2009–0702, 74 
FR 49227, Sept. 25, 2009] 

§ 32.53–5 Operation-T/ALL. 

Unless the cargo tanks are gas free, 
the master of each tankship to which 
this subpart applies shall ensure that 
the inert gas system is operated as nec-
essary to maintain an inert atmos-
phere in the cargo tanks. 

[USCG-2001–10224, 66 FR 48619, Sept. 21, 2001] 

§ 32.53–10 General—T/ALL. 

(a) Each tankship to which this sub-
part applies must have an inert gas 
system that meets the requirements of 
this subpart and is approved in accord-
ance with 46 CFR 50.20. 

(b) Each inert gas system must be de-
signed, constructed and installed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of SOLAS 
II–2, regulation 62, with the following 
provisions: 

(1) Acceptable types of water seals in-
clude the wet and semiwet type. Other 
types of seals may be accepted on a 
case by case basis if approval is given 
by the Coast Guard Marine Safety Cen-
ter. 

(2) If a vapor collection system re-
quired to meet part 39 of this sub-
chapter is connected to the inert gas 
system, the instruction manual re-
quired by SOLAS II–2, regulation 62.21 
must include procedures relating to 
vapor collection operations. 

[CGD 74–127, 41 FR 3843, Jan. 26, 1976, as 
amended by CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51198, Sept. 30, 
1997] 

§ 32.53–30 Positive pressure—T/ALL. 
Each inert gas system must be de-

signed to enable the operator to main-
tain a gas pressure of 100 millimeters (4 
inches) of water on filled cargo tanks 
and during loading and unloading of 
cargo tanks. 

[USCG–2003–16630, 73 FR 65160, Oct. 31, 2008] 

Subpart 32.55—Ventilation and 
Venting 

§ 32.55–1 Ventilation of tank vessels 
constructed on or after July 1, 
1951—TB/ALL. 

(a) On all tanks vessels, the construc-
tion or conversion of which is started 
on or after July 1, 1951, all enclosed 
parts of the vessel, other than cargo, 
fuel and water tanks, cofferdams and 
void spaces, shall be provided with effi-
cient means of ventilation. 

(b) Compartments containing ma-
chinery where sources of vapor ignition 
are normally present shall be venti-
lated in such a way as to remove va-
pors from points near the floor level or 
the bilges. Effective steam or air actu-
ated gas ejectors, blowers or ventila-
tors fitted with heads for natural ven-
tilation, with at least one duct extend-
ing to immediately below the floor 
plates will be approved for this pur-
pose. Machinery spaces below the 
freeboard deck, in which fuels with 
flash point of 110 °F or lower are used, 
shall be equipped with power ventila-
tion. (See § 32.60–20 for other require-
ments concerning pumprooms.) 

§ 32.55–5 Ventilation of tank vessels 
constructed between November 10, 
1936, and July 1, 1951—TB/ALL. 

(a) On tank vessels, the construction 
or conversion of which was started on 
or after November 10, 1936, and prior to 
July 1, 1951, all enclosed parts of the 
vessel, other than cargo, fuel, and 
water tanks and cofferdams, shall be 
provided with efficient means of ven-
tilation. 

(b) Pumprooms and compartments 
containing machinery where sources of 
vapor ignition are normally present 
shall be ventilated in such a way as to 
remove vapors from points near the 
floor level or the bilges. Effective 
steam or air actuated gas ejectors or 
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