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test their efficiency. Where such valves 
are accessible, they shall be inspected 
at this time, otherwise, they shall be 
inspected at the first opportunity when 
they are accessible. On vessels in which 
the voyage exceeds one week in dura-
tion, these appliances shall be operated 
before the vessel leaves port. 

(b) The date of the test and the con-
dition of the equipment shall be noted 
in the official logbook. 

§ 78.17–10 Loudspeaker system. 
(a) Where fitted, the complete loud-

speaker system shall be tested at least 
once every week. This test shall be 
made by an officer of the vessel. 

(b) The date of the test and the con-
dition of the equipment shall be noted 
in the official logbook. 

CROSS REFERENCE: See subchapter J (Elec-
trical Engineering) of this chapter for de-
tails. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16955, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 74–125A, 47 FR 15231, Apr. 8, 
1982] 

§ 78.17–15 Steering gear, whistle, and 
means of communication. 

(a) On all vessels making a voyage of 
more than 48 hours’ duration, the en-
tire steering gear, the whistle, and the 
means of communication between the 
bridge or pilothouse and the engine 
room shall be examined and tested by 
an officer of the vessel within a period 
of not more than 12 hours prior to de-
parture. On all other vessels similar ex-
aminations and tests shall be made at 
least once every week. 

(b) The date of the test and the con-
dition of the equipment shall be noted 
in the official logbook. 

§ 78.17–20 Drafts and load line mark-
ings. 

(a) The master of every vessel on an 
ocean, coastwise, or Great Lakes voy-
age shall enter the drafts of the vessel, 
forward and aft, in the official logbook 
when leaving port. 

(b) On vessels subject to the require-
ments of subchapter E (Load Lines) of 
this chapter, at the time of departure 
from port on an ocean, coastwise, or 
Great Lakes voyage, the master shall 
insert in the official logbook a state-
ment of the position of the subdivision 
load line mark, port and starboard, in 

relation to the surface of the water in 
which the vessel is then floating. 

(1) When the draft of the vessel is 
limited by a seasonal load line located 
below the subdivision load line, the po-
sition of the applicable seasonal load 
line shall be entered in relation to the 
surface of the water in which the vessel 
is floating. 

(2) When an allowance for draft is 
made for density of the water in which 
the vessel is floating, this density is to 
be noted in the official logbook. 

§ 78.17–22 Verification of vessel com-
pliance with applicable stability re-
quirements. 

(a) After loading and prior to depar-
ture and at all other times necessary 
to assure the safety of the vessel, the 
master shall determine that the vessel 
complies with all applicable stability 
requirements in the vessel’s trim and 
stability book, stability letter, Certifi-
cate of Inspection, and Load Line Cer-
tificate, as the case may be, and then 
enter an attestation statement of the 
verification in the log book. The vessel 
may not depart until it is in compli-
ance with these requirements. 

(b) When determining compliance 
with applicable stability requirements 
the vessel’s draft, trim, and stability 
must be determined as necessary and 
any stability calculations made in sup-
port of the determination must be re-
tained on board the vessel for the dura-
tion of the voyage. 

[CGD 89–037, 57 FR 41822, Sept. 11, 1992] 

§ 78.17–25 Sanitation. 
(a) It shall be the duty of the master 

and chief engineer to see that the ves-
sel and, in particular, the passenger 
and crew quarters are in a clean and 
sanitary condition. The chief engineer 
shall be responsible only for the sani-
tary condition of the engineering de-
partment. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 78.17–30 Examination of boilers and 
machinery. 

It shall be the duty of the chief engi-
neer when assuming charge of the boil-
ers and machinery of a vessel to exam-
ine them thoroughly. If any parts 
thereof are in bad condition, the fact 
shall immediately be reported to the 
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master, owner or agent, and the Officer 
in Charge, Marine Inspection. 

[CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51205, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 78.17–33 Loading doors. 

(a) The master of a vessel fitted with 
loading doors shall assure that all load-
ing doors are closed watertight and se-
cured during the entire voyage except 
that— 

(1) If a door cannot be opened or 
closed while the vessel is at a dock, it 
may be open while the vessel ap-
proaches and draws away from the 
dock, but only as far as necessary to 
enable the door to be immediately op-
erated. 

(2) If needed to operate the vessel, or 
embark and disembark passengers 
when the vessel is at anchor in pro-
tected waters, loading doors may be 
open provided that the master deter-
mines that the safety of the vessel is 
not impaired. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, 
‘‘loading doors’’ include all weather-
tight ramps, bow visors, and openings 
used to load personnel, equipment, and 
stores, located in the collision bulk-
head, the side shell, or the boundaries 
of enclosed superstructures that are 
continuous with the shell of the vessel. 

(c) The master shall enter into the 
log book the time and door location of 
every closing of the loading doors. 

(d) The master shall enter into the 
log book any opening of the doors in 
accordance with paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section setting forth the time of 
the opening of the doors and the cir-
cumstances warranting this action. 

[CGD 89–037, 57 FR 41822, Sept. 11, 1992] 

§ 78.17–35 Hatches and other openings. 

(a) It shall be the responsibility of 
the master to assure himself before 
leaving protected waters that all ex-
posed cargo hatches of his vessel are 
closed and made properly tight. 

(b) The following doors, portable 
plates, ports, and other openings shall 
be kept closed while the vessel is being 
navigated, and shall be closed before 
the vessel commences a voyage: 

(1) Watertight doors between cargo 
spaces prescribed in § 170.275 of this 
chapter. 

(2) Portable plates in watertight 
bulkheads prescribed in § 171.111(b) of 
this chapter. 

(3) Gangway, cargo, and coaling ports 
fitted below the margin line that is de-
termined in accordance with § 171.015 of 
this chapter. 

(4) On ocean, coastwise, or Great 
Lakes vessels of 150 gross tons and 
over, all opening type port lights in a 
’tween deck, if the sill of any port light 
in that ’tween deck, is below a line 
drawn parallel to the bulkhead deck at 
side and having its lowest point 41⁄2 feet 
plus 21⁄2 percent of the breadth of the 
vessel above the water when the vessel 
departs from port. The Commandant 
may indicate the limiting mean draft 
which would allow such port lights to 
be opened at sea. 

(5) Port lights that are not accessible 
during navigation. Dead covers on such 
port lights shall also be secured. 

(6) Port lights in spaces appropriated 
alternately to the carriage of cargo and 
passengers, when cargo is carried. Dead 
covers on such port lights shall also be 
secured. 

(c) The time of opening and closing of 
hatches and other openings noted in 
this section shall be entered in the offi-
cial logbook. In the event that the 
master at his discretion does not se-
cure the hatches, a notation of this 
fact shall be made in the official log-
book. If it becomes essential for the 
safety of the vessel to open any of the 
fittings noted in this section while at 
sea, the circumstances and the time of 
opening and closing shall be entered in 
the official logbook. 

(d) The time of opening, closing, and 
securing, at sea, of watertight doors 
fitted between bunkers for the purpose 
of trimming coal, shall be entered in 
the official logbook. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16955, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 79–023, 48 FR 51007, Nov. 4, 
1983] 

§ 78.17–45 Emergency lighting and 
power systems. 

(a) It shall be the duty of the master 
to see that the emergency lighting and 
power systems are operated and in-
spected at least once in each week that 
the vessel is navigated to be assured 
that the system is in proper operating 
condition. 
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