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§185.722 Monthly inspections.

Each survival craft, rescue boat, and
launching appliance on a vessel must
be inspected monthly, using the manu-
facturers instructions to make sure it
is complete and in good order.

§185.724 Quarterly inspections.

(a) Bach winch control apparatus of a
launching appliance on a vessel, in-
cluding motor controllers, emergency
switches, master switches, and limit
switches, must be examined once in
each 3 months.

(b) The examination required by
paragraph (a) of this section must in-
clude the removal of drain plugs and
the opening of drain valves to make
sure that enclosures are free of water.

§185.726 Annual inspections.

(a) Each rescue boat must be
stripped, cleaned, and thoroughly in-
spected, and any necessary repairs
made at least once each year, including
emptying and cleaning of each fuel
tank, and refilling it with fresh fuel.

(b) Each davit, winch, fall and other
launching appliance must be thor-
oughly inspected, and any necessary
repairs made, at least once each year.

(c) Each item of lifesaving equipment
with an expiration date must be re-
placed during the annual inspection
and repair if the expiration date has
passed.

(d) Each battery used in an item of
lifesaving equipment, except inflatable
survival craft equipment, must be re-
placed during the annual inspection if
the expiration date of the battery has
passed. The expiration date of the bat-
tery may be marked on the battery or
the owner or managing operator may
have a record of the expiration date
from the manufacturer of a battery
marked with a serial number.

(e) Except for a storage battery used
in a rescue boat, each battery without
an expiration date indicated on it or
for which the owner or managing oper-
ator does not have a record of the expi-
ration date, used in an item of life-
saving equipment, must be replaced
during the annual inspection.

§185.730

§185.728 Testing and servicing of
Emergency Position Indicating
Radiobeacons (EPIRB).

The master of the vessel shall ensure
that:

(a) Each EPIRB, other than an
EPIRB in an inflatable liferaft, must
be tested monthly, using the inte-
grated test circuit and output indi-
cator, to determine that it is operative;

(b) The EPIRB’s battery is replaced
after it is used, or before the date re-
quired by FCC regulations in 47 CFR
part 80, whichever comes sooner; and

(c) The EPIRB test required by para-
graph (a) shall be logged or otherwise
documented, as applicable.

[CGD 85-080, 61 FR 1005, Jan. 10, 1996, as
amended by CGD 97-057, 62 FR 51050, Sept. 30,
1997]

§185.730 Servicing of inflatable life-
rafts, inflatable buoyant apparatus,
inflatable life jackets, and inflated
rescue boats.

(a) An inflatable liferaft or inflatable
buoyant apparatus must be serviced at
a facility specifically approved by the
Commandant for the particular brand,
and in accordance with servicing proce-
dures meeting the requirements of part
160, subpart 160.151, of this chapter—

(1) No later than the month and year
on its servicing sticker affixed under 46
CFR 160.151-57(n), except that servicing
may be delayed until the next sched-
uled inspection of the vessel, provided
that the delay does not exceed b
months; and

(2) Whenever the container is dam-
aged or the container straps or seals
are broken.

(b) Each inflatable lifejacket and hy-
brid inflatable lifejacket or work vest
must be serviced:

(1) Within 12 months of its initial
packing; and

(2) Within 12 months of each subse-
quent servicing, except that servicing
may be delayed until the next sched-
uled inspection of the vessel, provided
that the delay does not exceed 5
months.

(c) Bach inflatable life jacket must
be serviced in accordance with the
servicing procedure under §160.176 in
subchapter Q of this chapter, or other
standard specified by the Commandant.
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