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electronic switching equipment shall 
be maintained in the following sub-
accounts: 2212.1 Circuit and 2212.2 
Packet. 

(b) This subaccount 2212.1 Circuit 
shall include the original cost of dig-
ital electronic switching equipment 
used to provide circuit switching. Cir-
cuit switching is a method of routing 
traffic through a switching center, 
from local users or from other switch-
ing centers, whereby a connection is 
established between the calling and 
called stations until the connection is 
released by the called or calling sta-
tion. 

(c) This subaccount 2212.2 Packet 
shall include the original cost of dig-
ital electronic switching equipment 
used to provide packet switching. 
Packet switching is the process of 
routing and transferring information 
by means of addressed packets so that 
a channel is occupied during the trans-
mission of the packet only, and upon 
completion of the transmission the 
channel is made available for the 
transfer of other traffic. 

(d) Digital electronic switching 
equipment used to provide both circuit 
and packet switching shall be recorded 
in the subaccounts 2212.1 Circuit and 
2212.2 Packet based upon its predomi-
nant use. 

(e) Switching plant excludes switch-
boards which perform an operator as-
sistance function and equipment which 
is an integral part thereof. It does not 
exclude equipment used solely for the 
recording of calling telephone numbers 
in connection with customer dialed 
charged traffic, dial tandem switch-
boards and special service switchboards 
used in conjunction with private line 
service; such equipment shall be classi-
fied to the particular switch that it 
serves. 

[51 FR 43499, Dec. 2, 1986, as amended at 67 
FR 5686, Feb. 6, 2002] 

§ 32.2220 Operator systems. 

(a) This account shall include the 
original cost of those items of equip-
ment used to assist subscribers in uti-
lizing the network and equipment used 
in the provision of directory assist-
ance, call intercept, and other operator 
assisted call completion activities. 

(b) This account does not include 
equipment used solely for the recording 
of calling telephone numbers in con-
nection with customer dialed charged 
traffic, dial tandem switchboards and 
special service switchboards used in 
conjunction with private line service; 
such equipment shall be classfied to 
the particular switch that it serves. 

[51 FR 43499, Dec. 2, 1986, as amended at 59 
FR 46930, Sept. 13, 1994] 

§ 32.2230 Central office—transmission. 
This account shall be used by Class B 

companies to record the original cost 
of radio systems and circuit equipment 
of the type and character required of 
Class A companies in Accounts 2231 and 
2232. 

§ 32.2231 Radio systems. 
(a) This account shall include the 

original cost of ownership of radio 
transmitters and receivers. This ac-
count shall include the original cost of 
ownership interest in satellites (includ-
ing land-side spares), other spare parts, 
material and supplies. It shall include 
launch insurance and other satellite 
launch costs. This account shall also 
include the original cost of earth sta-
tions and spare parts, material or sup-
plies therefor. 

(b) This account shall also include 
the original cost of radio equipment 
used to provide radio communication 
channels. Radio equipment is that 
equipment which is used for the gen-
eration, amplification, propagation, re-
ception, modulation, and demodulation 
of radio waves in free space over which 
communication channels can be pro-
vided. This account shall also include 
the associated carrier and auxiliary 
equipment and patch bay equipment 
which is an integral part of the radio 
equipment. Such equipment may be lo-
cated in central office building, ter-
minal room, or repeater stations or 
may be mounted on towers, masts, or 
other supports. 

[67 FR 5686, Feb. 6, 2002] 

§ 32.2232 Circuit equipment. 
(a) This account shall include the 

original cost of equipment which is 
used to reduce the number of physical 
pairs otherwise required to serve a 
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given number of subscribers by uti-
lizing carrier systems, concentration 
stages or combinations of both. It shall 
include equipment that provides for si-
multaneous use of a number of inter-
office channels on a single trans-
mission path. This account shall also 
include equipment which is used for 
the amplification, modulation, regen-
eration, circuit patching, balancing or 
control of signals transmitted over 
interoffice communications trans-
mission channels. This account shall 
include equipment which utilizes the 
message path to carry signaling infor-
mation or which utilizes separate chan-
nels between switching offices to trans-
mit signaling information independent 
of the subscribers’ communication 
paths or transmission channels. This 
account shall also include the original 
cost of associated material used in the 
construction of such plant. Circuit 
equipment may be located in central 
offices, in manholes, on poles, in cabi-
nets or huts, or at other company loca-
tions. The investment in circuit equip-
ment shall be maintained in the fol-
lowing subaccounts: 2232.1 Electronic 
and 2232.2 Optical. 

(b) This subaccount 2232.1 Electronic 
shall include the original cost of elec-
tronic circuit equipment. 

(c) This subaccount 2232.2 Optical 
shall include the original cost of opti-
cal circuit equipment. 

(d) Circuit equipment that converts 
electronic signals to optical signals or 
optical signals to electronic signals 
shall be categorized as electronic. 

(e) This account excludes carrier and 
auxiliary equipment and patch bays 
which are includable in Account 2231.2, 
Other Radio Facilities. This account 
also excludes such equipment which is 
an integral component of a major unit 
which is classifiable to other accounts. 

(f) Subsidiary record categories shall 
be maintained in order that the com-
pany may separately report the 
amounts contained herein that relate 
to digital and analog. Such subsidiary 
record categories shall be reported as 
required by part 43 of this Commis-
sion’s Rules and Regulations. 

[51 FR 43499, Dec. 2, 1986, as amended at 67 
FR 5686, Feb. 6, 2002] 

§ 32.2310 Information origination/ter-
mination. 

This account shall be used by Class B 
companies to record the original cost 
of information origination/termination 
equipment of the type and character 
required of Class A companies in Ac-
counts 2311 through 2362. 

§ 32.2311 Station apparatus. 
(a) This account shall include the 

original cost of station apparatus, in-
cluding teletypewriter equipment, tele-
phone and miscellaneous equipment, 
small private branch exchanges and 
radio equipment (excluding mobile), in-
stalled for customer’s use. Items in-
cluded in this account shall remain 
herein until finally disposed of or until 
used in such manner as to warrant in-
clusion in other accounts. 

(b) Each company shall prepare a list 
of station apparatus which shall be 
used as its list of disposition units for 
this account, the cost of which when fi-
nally disposed of shall be credited to 
this account and charged to Account 
3100, Accumulated Depreciation. 

(c) The cost of cross-connection 
boxes, distributing frames or other dis-
tribution points which are installed to 
terminate intrabuilding network cable 
shall be charged to Account 2426, 
Intrabuilding Network Cable. 

(d) Operator head sets and transmit-
ters in central offices and at private 
branch exchanges, and test sets such as 
those used by wire chiefs, outside plant 
technicians, and others, shall be in-
cluded in Account 2114, Tools and other 
work equipment, Account 2220, Oper-
ator systems, or Account 2341, Large 
Private Branch Exchanges, as appro-
priate. 

(e) Station apparatus for company of-
ficial use shall be included in Account 
2123, Office Equipment. 

(f) Periodic asset verification, as pre-
scribed by generally accepted account-
ing principles, shall be taken of all sta-
tion apparatus in stock that are in-
cluded in this account. The number of 
such station apparatus items as deter-
mined by this verification together 
with the number of all other station 
apparatus items included in this ac-
count, shall be compared with the cor-
responding number of station appa-
ratus items as shown by the respective 
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