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concerns known to be potential sub-
contractors. If the offerors proposed 
goals are questionable, the contracting 
officer must emphasize that the infor-
mation should be used to develop real-
istic and acceptable goals. 

(7) Obtain advice and recommenda-
tions from the SBA procurement cen-
ter representative (or, if a procurement 
center representative is not assigned, 
see 19.402(a)) and the agency small 
business specialist. 

[48 FR 42240, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1743, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 51 FR 19716, May 30, 1986; 54 FR 30709, 
July 21, 1989; 55 FR 52792, Dec. 21, 1990; 60 FR 
48262, Sept. 18, 1995; 63 FR 34066, June 22, 1998; 
63 FR 36123, July 1, 1998; 63 FR 70271, Dec. 18, 
1998; 65 FR 60545, Oct. 11, 2000; 66 FR 53493, 
Oct. 22, 2001; 67 FR 1858, Jan. 14, 2002; 71 FR 
36926, June 28, 2006; 75 FR 53149, Aug. 30, 2010] 

19.705–5 Awards involving subcon-
tracting plans. 

(a) In making an award that requires 
a subcontracting plan, the contracting 
officer shall be responsible for the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Consider the contractor’s compli-
ance with the subcontracting plans 
submitted on previous contracts as a 
factor in determining contractor re-
sponsibility. 

(2) Assure that a subcontracting plan 
was submitted when required. 

(3) Notify the SBA procurement cen-
ter representative (or, if a procurement 
center representative is not assigned, 
see 19.402(a)) of the opportunity to re-
view the proposed contract (including 
the plan and supporting documenta-
tion). The notice shall be issued in suf-
ficient time to provide the representa-
tive a reasonable time to review the 
material and submit advisory rec-
ommendations to the contracting offi-
cer. Failure of the representative to re-
spond in a reasonable period of time 
shall not delay contract award. 

(4) Determine any fee that may be 
payable if an incentive is used in con-
junction with the subcontracting plan. 

(5) Ensure that an acceptable plan is 
incorporated into and made a material 
part of the contract. 

(b) Letter contracts and similar 
undefinitized instruments, which would 
otherwise meet the requirements of 
19.702(a)(1) and (2), shall contain at 
least a preliminary basic plan address-

ing the requirements of 19.704 and in 
such cases require the negotiation of 
the final plan within 90 days after 
award or before definitization, which-
ever occurs first. 

[48 FR 42240, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1743, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 71 FR 36926, June 28, 2006] 

19.705–6 Postaward responsibilities of 
the contracting officer. 

After a contract or contract modi-
fication containing a subcontracting 
plan is awarded, the contracting officer 
who approved the plan is responsible 
for the following: 

(a) Notifying the SBA of the award 
by sending a copy of the award docu-
ment to the Area Director, Office of 
Government Contracting, in the SBA 
area office where the contract will be 
performed. 

(b) Forwarding a copy of each com-
mercial plan and any associated ap-
provals to the Area Director, Office of 
Government Contracting, in the SBA 
area office where the contractor’s 
headquarters is located. 

(c) Giving to the SBA procurement 
center representative (or, if a procure-
ment center representative is not as-
signed, see 19.402(a)) a copy of— 

(1) Any subcontracting plan sub-
mitted in response to a sealed bid solic-
itation; and 

(2) The final negotiated subcon-
tracting plan that was incorporated 
into a negotiated contract or contract 
modification. 

(d) Notifying the SBA procurement 
center representative (or, if a procure-
ment center representative is not as-
signed, see 19.402(a)) of the opportunity 
to review subcontracting plans in con-
nection with contract modifications. 

(e) Forwarding a copy of each plan, 
or a determination that there is no re-
quirement for a subcontracting plan, to 
the cognizant contract administration 
office. 

(f) Initiating action to assess liq-
uidated damages in accordance with 
19.705–7 upon a recommendation by the 
administrative contracting officer or 
receipt of other reliable evidence to in-
dicate that such action is warranted. 

(g) Taking action to enforce the 
terms of the contract upon receipt of a 
notice under 19.706(f). 
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(h) Acknowledging receipt of or re-
jecting the ISR and the SSR in the 
eSRS. Acknowledging receipt does not 
mean acceptance or approval of the re-
port. The report shall be rejected if it 
is not adequately completed, for in-
stance, if there are errors, omissions, 
or incomplete data. Failure to meet 
the goals of the subcontracting plan is 
not a valid reason for rejecting the re-
port. 

[48 FR 42240, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 52 
FR 19803, May 27, 1987; 53 FR 27464, July 20, 
1988; 53 FR 34228, Sept. 2, 1988; 54 FR 30709, 
July 21, 1989; 55 FR 52792, Dec. 21, 1990; 63 FR 
34066, June 22, 1998; 63 FR 70271, Dec. 18, 1998; 
71 FR 36926, June 28, 2006; 73 FR 21781, Apr. 
22, 2008; 75 FR 34264, June 16, 2010] 

19.705–7 Liquidated damages. 
(a) Maximum practicable utilization 

of small business, veteran-owned small 
business, service-disabled veteran- 
owned small business, HUBZone small 
business, small disadvantaged business 
and women-owned small business con-
cerns as subcontractors in Government 
contracts is a matter of national inter-
est with both social and economic ben-
efits. When a contractor fails to make 
a good faith effort to comply with a 
subcontracting plan, these objectives 
are not achieved, and 15 U.S.C. 
637(d)(4)(F) directs that liquidated 
damages shall be paid by the con-
tractor. 

(b) The amount of damages attrib-
utable to the contractor’s failure to 
comply shall be an amount equal to the 
actual dollar amount by which the con-
tractor failed to achieve each subcon-
tracting goal. 

(c) If, at completion of the basic con-
tract or any option, or in the case of a 
commercial plan, at the close of the 
fiscal year for which the plan is appli-
cable, a contractor has failed to meet 
its subcontracting goals, the con-
tracting officer shall review all avail-
able information for an indication that 
the contractor has not made a good 
faith effort to comply with the plan. If 
no such indication is found, the con-
tracting officer shall document the file 
accordingly. If the contracting officer 
decides in accordance with paragraph 
(d) of this subsection that the con-
tractor failed to make a good faith ef-
fort to comply with its subcontracting 

plan, the contracting officer shall give 
the contractor written notice speci-
fying the failure, advising the con-
tractor of the possibility that the con-
tractor may have to pay to the Govern-
ment liquidated damages, and pro-
viding a period of 15 working days (or 
longer period as necessary) within 
which to respond. The notice shall give 
the contractor an opportunity to dem-
onstrate what good faith efforts have 
been made before the contracting offi-
cer issues the final decision, and shall 
further state that failure of the con-
tractor to respond may be taken as an 
admission that no valid explanation ex-
ists. 

(d) In determining whether a con-
tractor failed to make a good faith ef-
fort to comply with its subcontracting 
plan, a contracting officer must look to 
the totality of the contractor’s actions, 
consistent with the information and 
assurances provided in its plan. The 
fact that the contractor failed to meet 
its subcontracting goals does not, in 
and of itself, constitute a failure to 
make a good faith effort. For example, 
notwithstanding a contractor’s diligent 
effort to identify and solicit offers 
from small business, veteran-owned 
small business, service-disabled vet-
eran-owned small business, HUBZone 
small business, small disadvantaged 
business and women-owned small busi-
ness concerns, factors such as unavail-
ability of anticipated sources or unrea-
sonable prices may frustrate achieve-
ment of the contractor’s goals. How-
ever, when considered in the context of 
the contractor’s total effort in accord-
ance with its plan, the following, 
though not all inclusive, may be con-
sidered as indicators of a failure to 
make a good faith effort: a failure to 
attempt to identify, contact, solicit, or 
consider for contract award small busi-
ness, veteran-owned small business, 
service-disabled veteran-owned small 
business, HUBZone small business, 
small disadvantaged business or 
women-owned small business concerns; 
a failure to designate and maintain a 
company official to administer the sub-
contracting program and monitor and 
enforce compliance with the plan; a 
failure to submit the ISR, or the SSR, 
using the eSRS, or as provided in agen-
cy regulations; a failure to maintain 
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