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(b) The Defense Base Act (42 U.S.C. 
1651 et seq.) extends the Longshore-
men’s and Harbor Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act (33 U.S.C. 901) to various class-
es of employees working outside the 
United States, including those engaged 
in performing— 

(1) Public-work contracts; or 
(2) Contracts approved or financed 

under the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (Pub. L. 87–195) other than (i) con-
tracts approved or financed by the De-
velopment Loan Fund (unless the Sec-
retary of Labor, acting upon the rec-
ommendation of a department or agen-
cy, determines that such contracts 
should be covered) or (ii) contracts ex-
clusively for materials or supplies. 

(c) When the Defense Base Act ap-
plies (see 42 U.S.C. 1651 et seq.) to these 
employees, the benefits of the Long-
shoremen’s and Harbor Workers’ Com-
pensation Act are extended through op-
eration of the War Hazards Compensa-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to pro-
tect the employees against the risk of 
war hazards (injury, death, capture, or 
detention). When, by means of an in-
surance policy or a self-insurance pro-
gram, the contractor provides the 
workers’ compensation coverage re-
quired by the Defense Base Act, the 
contractor’s employees automatically 
receive war-hazard risk protection. 

(d) When the agency head rec-
ommends a waiver to the Secretary of 
Labor, the Secretary may waive the 
applicability of the Defense Base Act 
to any contract, subcontract, work lo-
cation, or classification of employees. 

(e) If the Defense Base Act is waived 
for some or all of the contractor’s em-
ployees, the benefits of the War Haz-
ards Compensation Act are automati-
cally waived with respect to those em-
ployees for whom the Defense Base Act 
is waived. For those employees, the 
contractor shall provide workers’ com-
pensation coverage against the risk of 
work injury or death and assume liabil-
ity toward the employees and their 
beneficiaries for war-hazard injury, 
death, capture, or detention. The con-
tract shall provide either that the 
costs of this liability or the reasonable 
costs of insurance against this liability 
shall be allowed as a cost under the 
contract. 

28.306 Insurance under fixed-price 
contracts. 

(a) General. Although the Govern-
ment is not ordinarily concerned with 
the contractor’s insurance coverage if 
the contract is a fixed-price contract, 
in special circumstances agencies may 
specify insurance requirements under 
fixed-price contracts. Examples of such 
circumstances include the following: 

(1) The contractor is—or has a sepa-
rate operation—engaged principally in 
Government work. 

(2) Government property is involved. 
(3) The work is to be performed on a 

Government installation. 
(4) The Government elects to assume 

risks for which the contractor ordi-
narily obtains commercial insurance. 

(b) Work on a Government installation. 
(1) When the clause at 52.228–5, Insur-
ance—Work on a Government Installa-
tion, is required to be included in a 
fixed-price contract by 28.310, the cov-
erage specified in 28.307 is the min-
imum insurance required and shall be 
included in the contract Schedule or 
elsewhere in the contract. The con-
tracting officer may require additional 
coverage and higher limits. 

(2) When the clause at 52.228–5, Insur-
ance—Work on a Government Installa-
tion, is not required by 28.310 but is in-
cluded because the contracting officer 
considers it to be in the Government’s 
interest to do so, any of the types of in-
surance specified in 28.307 may be omit-
ted or the limits may be lowered, if ap-
propriate. 

28.307 Insurance under cost-reim-
bursement contracts. 

Cost-reimbursement contracts (and 
subcontracts, if the terms of the prime 
contract are extended to the sub-
contract) ordinarily require the types 
of insurance listed in 28.307–2, with the 
minimum amounts of liability indi-
cated. (See 28.308 for self-insurance.) 

28.307–1 Group insurance plans. 
(a) Prior approval requirement. Under 

cost-reimbursement contracts, before 
buying insurance under a group insur-
ance plan, the contractor must submit 
the plan for approval, in accordance 
with agency regulations. Any change 
in benefits provided under an approved 
plan that can reasonably be expected 
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to increase significantly the cost to the 
Government requires similar approval. 

(b) Premium refunds or credits. The 
plan shall provide for the Government 
to share in any premium refunds or 
credits paid or otherwise allowed to the 
contractor. In determining the extent 
of the Government’s share in any pre-
mium refunds or credits, any special 
reserves and other refunds to which the 
contractor may be entitled in the fu-
ture shall be taken into account. 

28.307–2 Liability. 
(a) Workers’ compensation and employ-

er’s liability. Contractors are required 
to comply with applicable Federal and 
State workers’ compensation and occu-
pational disease statutes. If occupa-
tional diseases are not compensable 
under those statutes, they shall be cov-
ered under the employer’s liability sec-
tion of the insurance policy, except 
when contract operations are so com-
mingled with a contractor’s commer-
cial operations that it would not be 
practical to require this coverage. Em-
ployer’s liability coverage of at least 
$100,000 shall be required, except in 
States with exclusive or monopolistic 
funds that do not permit workers’ com-
pensation to be written by private car-
riers. (See 28.305(c) for treatment of 
contracts subject to the Defense Base 
Act.) 

(b) General liability. (1) The con-
tracting officer shall require bodily in-
jury liability insurance coverage writ-
ten on the comprehensive form of pol-
icy of at least $500,000 per occurrence. 

(2) Property damage liability insur-
ance shall be required only in special 
circumstances as determined by the 
agency. 

(c) Automobile liability. The con-
tracting officer shall require auto-
mobile liability insurance written on 
the comprehensive form of policy. The 
policy shall provide for bodily injury 
and property damage liability covering 
the operation of all automobiles used 
in connection with performing the con-
tract. Policies covering automobiles 
operated in the United States shall 
provide coverage of at least $200,000 per 
person and $500,000 per occurrence for 
bodily injury and $20,000 per occurrence 
for property damage. The amount of li-
ability coverage on other policies shall 

be commensurate with any legal re-
quirements of the locality and suffi-
cient to meet normal and customary 
claims. 

(d) Aircraft public and passenger liabil-
ity. When aircraft are used in connec-
tion with performing the contract, the 
contracting officer shall require air-
craft public and passenger liability in-
surance. Coverage shall be at least 
$200,000 per person and $500,000 per oc-
currence for bodily injury, other than 
passenger liability, and $200,000 per oc-
currence for property damage. Cov-
erage for passenger liability bodily in-
jury shall be at least $200,000 multi-
plied by the number of seats or pas-
sengers, whichever is greater. 

(e) Vessel liability. When contract per-
formance involves use of vessels, the 
contracting officer shall require, as de-
termined by the agency, vessel colli-
sion liability and protection and in-
demnity liability insurance. 

28.308 Self-insurance. 

(a) When it is anticipated that 50 per-
cent or more of the self-insurance costs 
to be incurred at a segment of a con-
tractor’s business will be allocable to 
negotiated Government contracts, and 
the self-insurance costs at the segment 
for the contractor’s fiscal year are ex-
pected to be $200,000 or more, the con-
tractor shall submit, in writing, infor-
mation on its proposed self-insurance 
program to the administrative con-
tracting officer and obtain that offi-
cial’s approval of the program. The 
submission shall be by segment or seg-
ments of the contractor’s business to 
which the program applies and shall in-
clude— 

(1) A complete description of the pro-
gram, including any resolution of the 
board of directors authorizing and 
adopting coverage, including types of 
risks, limits of coverage, assignments 
of safety and loss control, and legal 
service responsibilities; 

(2) If available, the corporate insur-
ance manual and organization chart 
detailing fiscal responsibilities for in-
surance; 

(3) The terms regarding insurance 
coverage for any Government property; 

(4) The contractor’s latest financial 
statements; 
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