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Federal Acquisition Regulation 4.803 

(1) The contracting office contract 
file, that documents the basis for the 
acquisition and the award, the assign-
ment of contract administration (in-
cluding payment responsibilities), and 
any subsequent actions taken by the 
contracting office; 

(2) The contract administration of-
fice contract file, that documents ac-
tions reflecting the basis for and the 
performance of contract administra-
tion responsibilities; and 

(3) The paying office contract file, 
that documents actions prerequisite to, 
substantiating, and reflecting contract 
payments. 

(b) Normally, each file should be kept 
separately; however, if appropriate, 
any or all of the files may be combined; 
e.g., if all functions or any combina-
tion of the functions are performed by 
the same office. 

(c) Files must be maintained at orga-
nizational levels that ensure— 

(1) Effective documentation of con-
tract actions; 

(2) Ready accessibility to principal 
users; 

(3) Minimal establishment of dupli-
cate and working files; 

(4) The safeguarding of classified doc-
uments; and 

(5) Conformance with agency regula-
tions for file location and mainte-
nance. 

(d) If the contract files or file seg-
ments are decentralized (e.g., by type 
or function) to various organizational 
elements or to other outside offices, re-
sponsibility for their maintenance 
must be assigned. A central control 
and, if needed, a locator system should 
be established to ensure the ability to 
locate promptly any contract files. 

(e) Contents of contract files that are 
contractor bid or proposal information 
or source selection information as de-
fined in 2.101 must be protected from 
disclosure to unauthorized persons (see 
3.104–4). 

(f) Agencies may retain contract files 
in any medium (paper, electronic, 
microfilm, etc.) or any combination of 
media, as long as the requirements of 
this subpart are satisfied. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54 
FR 20496, May 11, 1989; 55 FR 36794, Sept. 6, 
1990; 59 FR 67016, Dec. 28, 1994; 62 FR 232, Jan. 
2, 1997; 67 FR 13063, Mar. 20, 2002] 

4.803 Contents of contract files. 
The following are examples of the 

records normally contained, if applica-
ble, in contract files: 

(a) Contracting office contract file. (1) 
Purchase request, acquisition planning 
information, and other presolicitation 
documents. 

(2) Justifications and approvals, de-
terminations and findings, and associ-
ated documents. 

(3) Evidence of availability of funds. 
(4) Synopsis of proposed acquisition 

as required by part 5 or a reference to 
the synopsis. 

(5) The list of sources solicited, and a 
list of any firms or persons whose re-
quests for copies of the solicitation 
were denied, together with the reasons 
for denial. 

(6) Set-aside decision. 
(7) Government estimate of contract 

price. 
(8) A copy of the solicitation and all 

amendments thereto. 
(9) Security requirements and evi-

dence of required clearances. 
(10) A copy of each offer or quotation, 

the related abstract, and records of de-
terminations concerning late offers or 
quotations. Unsuccessful offers or 
quotations may be maintained sepa-
rately, if cross-referenced to the con-
tract file. The only portions of the un-
successful offer or quotation that need 
be retained are— 

(i) Completed solicitation sections A, 
B, and K; 

(ii) Technical and management pro-
posals; 

(iii) Cost/price proposals; 
(iv) Any other pages of the solicita-

tion that the offeror or quoter has al-
tered or annotated. 

(11) Contractor’s representations and 
certifications (see 4.1201(c)). 

(12) Preaward survey reports or ref-
erence to previous preaward survey re-
ports relied upon. 

(13) Source selection documentation. 
(14) Contracting officer’s determina-

tion of the contractor’s responsibility. 
(15) Small Business Administration 

Certificate of Competency. 
(16) Records of contractor’s compli-

ance with labor policies including 
equal employment opportunity poli-
cies. 
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(17) Data and information related to 
the contracting officer’s determination 
of a fair and reasonable price. This may 
include— 

(i) Certified cost or pricing data; 
(ii) Data other than certified cost or 

pricing data; 
(iii) Justification for waiver from the 

requirement to submit certified cost or 
pricing data; or 

(iv) Certificates of Current Cost or 
Pricing Data. 

(18) Packaging and transportation 
data. 

(19) Cost or price analysis. 
(20) Audit reports or reasons for 

waiver. 
(21) Record of negotiation. 
(22) Justification for type of con-

tract. 
(23) Authority for deviations from 

this regulation, statutory require-
ments, or other restrictions. 

(24) Required approvals of award and 
evidence of legal review. 

(25) Notice of award. 
(26) The original of (i) the signed con-

tract or award, (ii) all contract modi-
fications, and (iii) documents sup-
porting modifications executed by the 
contracting office. 

(27) Synopsis of award or reference 
thereto. 

(28) Notice to unsuccessful quoters or 
offerors and record of any debriefing. 

(29) Acquisition management reports 
(see subpart 4.6). 

(30) Bid, performance, payment, or 
other bond documents, or a reference 
thereto, and notices to sureties. 

(31) Report of postaward conference. 
(32) Notice to proceed, stop orders, 

and any overtime premium approvals 
granted at the time of award. 

(33) Documents requesting and au-
thorizing modification in the normal 
assignment of contract administration 
functions and responsibility. 

(34) Approvals or disapprovals of re-
quests for waivers or deviations from 
contract requirements. 

(35) Rejected engineering change pro-
posals. 

(36) Royalty, invention, and copy-
right reports (including invention dis-
closures) or reference thereto. 

(37) Contract completion documents. 

(38) Documentation regarding termi-
nation actions for which the con-
tracting office is responsible. 

(39) Cross-references to pertinent 
documents that are filed elsewhere. 

(40) Any additional documents on 
which action was taken or that reflect 
actions by the contracting office perti-
nent to the contract. 

(41) A current chronological list iden-
tifying the awarding and successor con-
tracting officers, with inclusive dates 
of responsibility. 

(b) Contract administration office con-
tract file. (1) Copy of the contract and 
all modifications, together with offi-
cial record copies of supporting docu-
ments executed by the contract admin-
istration office. 

(2) Any document modifying the nor-
mal assignment of contract adminis-
tration functions and responsibility. 

(3) Security requirements. 
(4) Certified cost or pricing data, Cer-

tificates of Current Cost or Pricing 
Data, or data other than certified cost 
or pricing data; cost or price analysis; 
and other documentation supporting 
contractual actions executed by the 
contract administration office. 

(5) Preaward survey information. 
(6) Purchasing system information. 
(7) Consent to subcontract or pur-

chase. 
(8) Performance and payment bonds 

and surety information. 
(9) Postaward conference records. 
(10) Orders issued under the contract. 
(11) Notice to proceed and stop or-

ders. 
(12) Insurance policies or certificates 

of insurance or references to them. 
(13) Documents supporting advance 

or progress payments. 
(14) Progressing, expediting, and pro-

duction surveillance records. 
(15) Quality assurance records. 
(16) Property administration records. 
(17) Documentation regarding termi-

nation actions for which the contract 
administration office is responsible. 

(18) Cross reference to other perti-
nent documents that are filed else-
where. 

(19) Any additional documents on 
which action was taken or that reflect 
actions by the contract administration 
office pertinent to the contract. 

(20) Contract completion documents. 
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(c) Paying office contract file. (1) Copy 
of the contract and any modifications. 

(2) Bills, invoices, vouchers, and sup-
porting documents. 

(3) Record of payments or receipts. 
(4) Other pertinent documents. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1727, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 54 FR 5054, Jan. 31, 1989; 55 FR 36794, 
Sept. 6, 1990; 60 FR 48211, Sept. 18, 1995; 61 FR 
39188, July 26, 1996; 61 FR 67430, Dec. 20, 1996; 
62 FR 232, Jan. 2, 1997; 63 FR 9052, Feb. 23, 
1998; 65 FR 46074, July 26, 2000; 66 FR 27409, 
May 16, 2001; 71 FR 57363, Sept. 28, 2006; 75 FR 
53142, Aug. 30, 2010] 

4.804 Closeout of contract files. 

4.804–1 Closeout by the office admin-
istering the contract. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) below, time standards for closing 
out contract files are as follows: 

(1) Files for contracts using sim-
plified acquisition procedures should be 
considered closed when the contracting 
officer receives evidence of receipt of 
property and final payment, unless 
otherwise specified by agency regula-
tions. 

(2) Files for firm-fixed-price con-
tracts, other than those using sim-
plified acquisition procedures, should 
be closed within 6 months after the 
date on which the contracting officer 
receives evidence of physical comple-
tion. 

(3) Files for contracts requiring set-
tlement of indirect cost rates should be 
closed within 36 months of the month 
in which the contracting officer re-
ceives evidence of physical completion. 

(4) Files for all other contracts 
should be closed within 20 months of 
the month in which the contracting of-
ficer receives evidence of physical com-
pletion. 

(b) When closing out the contract 
files at 4.804–1(a)(2), (3), and (4), the 
contracting officer shall use the close-
out procedures at 4.804–5. However, 
these closeout actions may be modified 
to reflect the extent of administration 
that has been performed. Quick close-
out procedures (see 42.708) should be 
used, when appropriate, to reduce ad-
ministrative costs and to enable 
deobligation of excess funds. 

(c) A contract file shall not be closed 
if (1) the contract is in litigation or 

under appeal, or (2) in the case of a ter-
mination, all termination actions have 
not been completed. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54 
FR 34752, Aug. 21, 1989; 60 FR 34746, July 3, 
1995] 

4.804–2 Closeout of the contracting of-
fice files if another office admin-
isters the contract. 

(a) Contract files for contracts using 
simplified acquisition procedures 
should be considered closed when the 
contracting officer receives evidence of 
receipt of property and final payment, 
unless otherwise specified by agency 
regulation. 

(b) All other contract files shall be 
closed as soon as practicable after the 
contracting officer receives a contract 
completion statement from the con-
tract administration office. The con-
tracting officer shall ensure that all 
contractual actions required have been 
completed and shall prepare a state-
ment to that effect. This statement is 
authority to close the contract file and 
shall be made a part of the official con-
tract file. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60 
FR 34746, July 3, 1995] 

4.804–3 Closeout of paying office con-
tract files. 

The paying office shall close the con-
tract file upon issuance of the final 
payment voucher. 

4.804–4 Physically completed con-
tracts. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) below, a contract is considered to be 
physically completed when— 

(1)(i) The contractor has completed 
the required deliveries and the Govern-
ment has inspected and accepted the 
supplies; 

(ii) The contractor has performed all 
services and the Government has ac-
cepted these services; and 

(iii) All option provisions, if any, 
have expired; or 

(2) The Government has given the 
contractor a notice of complete con-
tract termination. 

(b) Rental, use, and storage agree-
ments are considered to be physically 
completed when— 
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