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Federal Acquisition Regulation 4.804–4 

(c) Paying office contract file. (1) Copy 
of the contract and any modifications. 

(2) Bills, invoices, vouchers, and sup-
porting documents. 

(3) Record of payments or receipts. 
(4) Other pertinent documents. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1727, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 54 FR 5054, Jan. 31, 1989; 55 FR 36794, 
Sept. 6, 1990; 60 FR 48211, Sept. 18, 1995; 61 FR 
39188, July 26, 1996; 61 FR 67430, Dec. 20, 1996; 
62 FR 232, Jan. 2, 1997; 63 FR 9052, Feb. 23, 
1998; 65 FR 46074, July 26, 2000; 66 FR 27409, 
May 16, 2001; 71 FR 57363, Sept. 28, 2006; 75 FR 
53142, Aug. 30, 2010] 

4.804 Closeout of contract files. 

4.804–1 Closeout by the office admin-
istering the contract. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) below, time standards for closing 
out contract files are as follows: 

(1) Files for contracts using sim-
plified acquisition procedures should be 
considered closed when the contracting 
officer receives evidence of receipt of 
property and final payment, unless 
otherwise specified by agency regula-
tions. 

(2) Files for firm-fixed-price con-
tracts, other than those using sim-
plified acquisition procedures, should 
be closed within 6 months after the 
date on which the contracting officer 
receives evidence of physical comple-
tion. 

(3) Files for contracts requiring set-
tlement of indirect cost rates should be 
closed within 36 months of the month 
in which the contracting officer re-
ceives evidence of physical completion. 

(4) Files for all other contracts 
should be closed within 20 months of 
the month in which the contracting of-
ficer receives evidence of physical com-
pletion. 

(b) When closing out the contract 
files at 4.804–1(a)(2), (3), and (4), the 
contracting officer shall use the close-
out procedures at 4.804–5. However, 
these closeout actions may be modified 
to reflect the extent of administration 
that has been performed. Quick close-
out procedures (see 42.708) should be 
used, when appropriate, to reduce ad-
ministrative costs and to enable 
deobligation of excess funds. 

(c) A contract file shall not be closed 
if (1) the contract is in litigation or 

under appeal, or (2) in the case of a ter-
mination, all termination actions have 
not been completed. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54 
FR 34752, Aug. 21, 1989; 60 FR 34746, July 3, 
1995] 

4.804–2 Closeout of the contracting of-
fice files if another office admin-
isters the contract. 

(a) Contract files for contracts using 
simplified acquisition procedures 
should be considered closed when the 
contracting officer receives evidence of 
receipt of property and final payment, 
unless otherwise specified by agency 
regulation. 

(b) All other contract files shall be 
closed as soon as practicable after the 
contracting officer receives a contract 
completion statement from the con-
tract administration office. The con-
tracting officer shall ensure that all 
contractual actions required have been 
completed and shall prepare a state-
ment to that effect. This statement is 
authority to close the contract file and 
shall be made a part of the official con-
tract file. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60 
FR 34746, July 3, 1995] 

4.804–3 Closeout of paying office con-
tract files. 

The paying office shall close the con-
tract file upon issuance of the final 
payment voucher. 

4.804–4 Physically completed con-
tracts. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) below, a contract is considered to be 
physically completed when— 

(1)(i) The contractor has completed 
the required deliveries and the Govern-
ment has inspected and accepted the 
supplies; 

(ii) The contractor has performed all 
services and the Government has ac-
cepted these services; and 

(iii) All option provisions, if any, 
have expired; or 

(2) The Government has given the 
contractor a notice of complete con-
tract termination. 

(b) Rental, use, and storage agree-
ments are considered to be physically 
completed when— 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:59 Dec 09, 2010 Jkt 220205 PO 00000 Frm 00095 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\220205.XXX 220205w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 D
S

K
1D

X
X

6B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



86 

48 CFR Ch. 1 (10–1–10 Edition) 4.804–5 

(1) The Government has given the 
contractor a notice of complete con-
tract termination; or 

(2) The contract period has expired. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 72 
FR 27383, May 15, 2007] 

4.804–5 Procedures for closing out 
contract files. 

(a) The contract administration of-
fice is responsible for initiating (auto-
mated or manual) administrative 
closeout of the contract after receiving 
evidence of its physical completion. At 
the outset of this process, the contract 
administration office must review the 
contract funds status and notify the 
contracting office of any excess funds 
the contract administration office 
might deobligate. When complete, the 
administrative closeout procedures 
must ensure that— 

(1) Disposition of classified material 
is completed; 

(2) Final patent report is cleared; 
(3) Final royalty report is cleared; 
(4) There is no outstanding value en-

gineering change proposal; 
(5) Plant clearance report is received; 
(6) Property clearance is received; 
(7) All interim or disallowed costs are 

settled; 
(8) Price revision is completed; 
(9) Subcontracts are settled by the 

prime contractor; 
(10) Prior year indirect cost rates are 

settled; 
(11) Termination docket is com-

pleted; 
(12) Contract audit is completed; 
(13) Contractor’s closing statement is 

completed; 
(14) Contractor’s final invoice has 

been submitted; and 
(15) Contract funds review is com-

pleted and excess funds deobligated. 
(b) When the actions in paragraph (a) 

above have been verified, the con-
tracting officer administering the con-
tract must ensure that a contract com-
pletion statement, containing the fol-
lowing information, is prepared: 

(1) Contract administration office 
name and address (if different from the 
contracting office). 

(2) Contracting office name and ad-
dress. 

(3) Contract number. 
(4) Last modification number. 

(5) Last call or order number. 
(6) Contractor name and address. 
(7) Dollar amount of excess funds, if 

any. 
(8) Voucher number and date, if final 

payment has been made. 
(9) Invoice number and date, if the 

final approved invoice has been for-
warded to a disbursing office of another 
agency or activity and the status of 
the payment is unknown. 

(10) A statement that all required 
contract administration actions have 
been fully and satisfactorily accom-
plished. 

(11) Name and signature of the con-
tracting officer. 

(12) Date. 
(c) When the statement is completed, 

the contracting officer must ensure 
that— 

(1) The signed original is placed in 
the contracting office contract file (or 
forwarded to the contracting office for 
placement in the files if the contract 
administration office is different from 
the contracting office); and 

(2) A signed copy is placed in the ap-
propriate contract administration file 
if administration is performed by a 
contract administration office. 

[48 FR 42113, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54 
FR 34752, Aug. 21, 1989; 64 FR 72445, Dec. 27, 
1999] 

4.805 Storage, handling, and disposal 
of contract files. 

(a) Agencies must prescribe proce-
dures for the handling, storing, and dis-
posing of contract files. These proce-
dures must take into account docu-
ments held in all types of media, in-
cluding microfilm and various elec-
tronic media. Agencies may change the 
original medium to facilitate storage 
as long as the requirements of Part 4, 
law, and other regulations are satis-
fied. The process used to create and 
store records must record and repro-
duce the original document, including 
signatures and other written and 
graphic images completely, accurately, 
and clearly. Data transfer, storage, and 
retrieval procedures must protect the 
original data from alteration. Unless 
law or other regulations require signed 
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