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48 CFR Ch. 1 (10–1–10 Edition) 52.214–6 

52.214–6 Explanation to Prospective 
Bidders. 

As prescribed in 14.201–6(c)(2), insert 
the following provision: 

EXPLANATION TO PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS (APR 
1984) 

Any prospective bidder desiring an expla-
nation or interpretation of the solicitation, 
drawings, specifications, etc., must request 
it in writing soon enough to allow a reply to 
reach all prospective bidders before the sub-
mission of their bids. Oral explanations or 
instructions given before the award of a con-
tract will not be binding. Any information 
given a prospective bidder concerning a so-
licitation will be furnished promptly to all 
other prospective bidders as an amendment 
to the solicitation, if that information is 
necessary in submitting bids or if the lack of 
it would be prejudicial to other prospective 
bidders. 

(End of provision) 

[48 FR 42478, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 55 
FR 25531, June 21, 1990] 

52.214–7 Late submissions, modifica-
tions, and withdrawals of bids. 

As prescribed in 14.201–6(c)(3), insert 
the following provision: 

LATE SUBMISSIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND 
WITHDRAWALS OF BIDS (NOV 1999) 

(a) Bidders are responsible for submitting 
bids, and any modifications or withdrawals, 
so as to reach the Government office des-
ignated in the invitation for bids (IFB) by 
the time specified in the IFB. If no time is 
specified in the IFB, the time for receipt is 
4:30 p.m., local time, for the designated Gov-
ernment office on the date that bids are due. 

(b)(1) Any bid, modification, or withdrawal 
received at the Government office designated 
in the IFB after the exact time specified for 
receipt of bids is ‘‘late’’ and will not be con-
sidered unless it is received before award is 
made, the Contracting Officer determines 
that accepting the late bid would not unduly 
delay the acquisition; and— 

(i) If it was transmitted through an elec-
tronic commerce method authorized by the 
IFB, it was received at the initial point of 
entry to the Government infrastructure not 
later than 5:00 p.m. one working day prior to 
the date specified for receipt of bids; or 

(ii) There is acceptable evidence to estab-
lish that it was received at the Government 
installation designated for receipt of bids 
and was under the Government’s control 
prior to the time set for receipt of bids. 

(2) However, a late modification of an oth-
erwise successful bid that makes its terms 
more favorable to the Government, will be 

considered at any time it is received and 
may be accepted. 

(c) Acceptable evidence to establish the 
time of receipt at the Government installa-
tion includes the time/date stamp of that in-
stallation on the bid wrapper, other docu-
mentary evidence of receipt maintained by 
the installation, or oral testimony or state-
ments of Government personnel. 

(d) If an emergency or unanticipated event 
interrupts normal Government processes so 
that bids cannot be received at the Govern-
ment office designated for receipt of bids by 
the exact time specified in the IFB and ur-
gent Government requirements preclude 
amendment of the IFB, the time specified for 
receipt of bids will be deemed to be extended 
to the same time of day specified in the so-
licitation on the first work day on which 
normal Government processes resume. 

(e) Bids may be withdrawn by written no-
tice received at any time before the exact 
time set for receipt of bids. If the IFB au-
thorizes facsimile bids, bids may be with-
drawn via facsimile received at any time be-
fore the exact time set for receipt of bids, 
subject to the conditions specified in the pro-
vision at 52.214–31, Facsimile Bids. A bid may 
be withdrawn in person by a bidder or its au-
thorized representative if, before the exact 
time set for receipt of bids, the identity of 
the person requesting withdrawal is estab-
lished and the person signs a receipt for the 
bid. 

(End of provision) 

[64 FR 51840, Sept. 24, 1999] 

52.214–8—52.214–9 [Reserved] 

52.214–10 Contract Award—Sealed 
Bidding. 

As prescribed in 14.201–6(e), insert the 
following provision: 

CONTRACT AWARD—SEALED BIDDING (JUL 
1990) 

(a) The Government will evaluate bids in 
response to this solicitation without discus-
sions and will award a contract to the re-
sponsible bidder whose bid, conforming to 
the solicitation, will be most advantageous 
to the Government considering only price 
and the price-related factors specified else-
where in the solicitation. 

(b) The Government may (1) reject any or 
all bids, (2) accept other than the lowest bid, 
and (3) waive informalities or minor irreg-
ularities in bids received. 

(c) The Government may accept any item 
or group of items of a bid, unless the bidder 
qualifies the bid by specific limitations. Un-
less otherwise provided in the Schedule, bids 
may be submitted for quantities less than 
those specified. The Government reserves the 
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right to make an award on any item for a 
quantity less than the quantity offered, at 
the unit prices offered, unless the bidder 
specifies otherwise in the bid. 

(d) A written award or acceptance of a bid 
mailed or otherwise furnished to the success-
ful bidder within the time for acceptance 
specified in the bid shall result in a binding 
contract without further action by either 
party. 

(e) The Government may reject a bid as 
nonresponsive if the prices bid are materi-
ally unbalanced between line items or 
subline items. A bid is materially unbal-
anced when it is based on prices significantly 
less than cost for some work and prices 
which are significantly overstated in rela-
tion to cost for other work, and if there is a 
reasonable doubt that the bid will result in 
the lowest overall cost to the Government 
even though it may be the low evaluated bid, 
or if it is so unbalanced as to be tantamount 
to allowing an advance payment. 

(End of provision) 

[48 FR 42478, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1746, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 55 FR 25531, June 21, 1990; 68 FR 43857, 
July 24, 2003] 

52.214–11 [Reserved] 

52.214–12 Preparation of Bids. 

As prescribed in 14.201–6(f), insert the 
following provision: 

PREPARATION OF BIDS (APR 1984) 

(a) Bidders are expected to examine the 
drawings, specifications, Schedule, and all 
instructions. Failure to do so will be at the 
bidder’s risk. 

(b) Each bidder shall furnish the informa-
tion required by the solicitation. The bidder 
shall sign the bid and print or type its name 
on the Schedule and each continuation sheet 
on which it makes an entry. Erasures or 
other changes must be initialed by the per-
son signing the bid. Bids signed by an agent 
shall be accompanied by evidence of that 
agent’s authority, unless that evidence has 
been previously furnished to the issuing of-
fice. 

(c) For each item offered, bidders shall (1) 
show the unit price, including, unless other-
wise specified, packaging, packing, and pres-
ervation and (2) enter the extended price for 
the quantity of each item offered in the 
Amount column of the Schedule. In case of 
discrepancy between a unit price and an ex-
tended price, the unit price will be presumed 
to be correct, subject, however, to correction 
to the same extent and in the same manner 
as any other mistake. 

(d) Bids for supplies or services other than 
those specified will not be considered unless 
authorized by the solicitation. 

(e) Bidders must state a definite time for 
delivery of supplies or for performance of 
services, unless otherwise specified in the so-
licitation. 

(f) Time, if stated as a number of days, will 
include Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. 

(End of provision) 

[48 FR 42478, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 51 
FR 2666, Jan. 17, 1986] 

52.214–13 Telegraphic Bids. 
As prescribed in 14.201–6(g)(1), insert 

the following provision: 

TELEGRAPHIC BIDS (APR 1984) 

(a) Bidders may submit telegraphic bids as 
responses to this solicitation. These re-
sponses must arrive at the place, and by the 
time, specified in the solicitation. 

(b) Telegraphic bids shall refer to this so-
licitation and include the items or subitems, 
quantities, unit prices, time and place of de-
livery, all representations and other infor-
mation required by this solicitation, and a 
statement of agreement with all the terms, 
conditions, and provisions of the invitation 
for bids. 

(c) Telegraphic bids that fail to furnish re-
quired representations or information, or 
that reject any of the terms, conditions, and 
provisions of the solicitation, may be ex-
cluded from consideration. 

(d) Bidders must promptly sign and submit 
complete copies of the bids in confirmation 
of their telegraphic bids. 

(e) The term telegraphic bids, as used in this 
provision, includes mailgrams. 

(End of provision) 

Alternate I (NOV 1988). As prescribed 
in 14.201–6(g)(2), substitute the fol-
lowing for paragraph (d) of the basic 
clause: 

(d) Written confirmation of telegraphic 
bids is not required. 

[48 FR 42478, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR, 43394, Oct. 26, 1988] 

52.214–14 Place of Performance— 
Sealed Bidding. 

As prescribed in 14.201–6(h), insert the 
following provision: 

PLACE OF PERFORMANCE—SEALED BIDDING 
(APR 1985) 

(a) The bidder, in the performance of any 
contract resulting from this solicitation, b 

intends, b does not intend [check applicable 
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