
275 

Department of Veterans Affairs 852.273–74 

(End of provision) 

852.273–71 Alternative negotiation 
techniques. 

As prescribed in 873.110(b), insert the 
following provision: 

ALTERNATIVE NEGOTIATION TECHNIQUES (JAN 
2003) 

The contracting officer may elect to use 
the alternative negotiation techniques de-
scribed in section 873.111(e) of 48 Code of Fed-
eral Regulations Chapter 8 in conducting 
this procurement. If used, offerors may re-
spond by maintaining offers as originally 
submitted, revising offers, or submitting an 
alternative offer. The Government may con-
sider initial offers unless revised or with-
drawn, revised offers, and alternative offers 
in making the award. Revising an offer does 
not guarantee an offeror an award. 

(End of provision) 

852.273–72 Alternative evaluation. 

As prescribed in 873.110(c), insert the 
following provision: 

ALTERNATIVE EVALUATION (JAN 2003) 

(a) The Government will award a contract 
resulting from this solicitation to the re-
sponsible offeror submitting the lowest 
priced offer that conforms to the solicita-
tion. During the specified period for receipt 
of offers, the amount of the lowest offer will 
be posted and may be viewed by [Contracting 
officer insert description of how the information 
may be viewed electronically or otherwise]. 
Offerors may revise offers anytime during 
the specified period. At the end of the speci-
fied time period for receipt of offers, the re-
sponsible offeror submitting the lowest 
priced offer will be in line for award. 

(b) Except when it is determined not to be 
in the Government’s best interest, the Gov-
ernment will evaluate offers for award pur-
poses by adding the total price for all op-
tions to the total price for the basic require-
ment. The Government may determine that 
an offer is unacceptable if the option prices 
are materially unbalanced. Evaluation of op-
tions shall not obligate the Government to 
exercise the option(s). 

(End of provision) 

852.273–73 Evaluation—health-care re-
sources. 

As prescribed in 873.110(d), in lieu of 
FAR provision 52.212–2, the contracting 
officer may insert a provision substan-
tially as follows: 

EVALUATION—HEALTH-CARE RESOURCES (JAN 
2003) 

(a) The Government will award a contract 
resulting from this solicitation to the re-
sponsible offeror whose offer, conforming to 
the solicitation, will be most advantageous 
to the Government, price and other factors 
considered. The following information or fac-
tors shall be used to evaluate offers: 
[Contracting officer insert evaluation informa-
tion or factors, such as technical capability to 
meet the Government’s requirements, past per-
formance, or such other evaluation information 
or factors as the contracting officer deems nec-
essary to evaluate offers. Price must be evalu-
ated in every acquisition. The contracting offi-
cer may include the evaluation information or 
factors in their relative order of importance, 
such as in descending order of importance. The 
relative importance of any evaluation informa-
tion must be stated in the solicitation.] 

(b) Except when it is determined not to be 
in the Government’s best interest, the Gov-
ernment will evaluate offers for award pur-
poses by adding the total price for all op-
tions to the total price for the basic require-
ment. The Government may determine that 
an offer is unacceptable if the option prices 
are materially unbalanced. Evaluation of op-
tions shall not obligate the Government to 
exercise the option(s). 

(c) If this solicitation is a request for pro-
posals (RFP), a written notice of award or 
acceptance of an offer, mailed or otherwise 
furnished to the successful offeror within the 
time for acceptance specified in the offer, 
shall result in a binding contract without 
further action by either party. Before the of-
fer’s specified expiration time, the Govern-
ment may accept an offer (or part of an 
offer), whether or not there are negotiations 
after its receipt, unless a written notice of 
withdrawal is received before award. 

(End of provision) 

852.273–74 Award without exchanges. 

As prescribed in 873.110(e), insert the 
following provision: 

AWARD WITHOUT EXCHANGES (JAN 2003) 

The Government intends to evaluate pro-
posals and award a contract without ex-
changes with offerors. Therefore, each initial 
offer should contain the offeror’s best terms 
from a cost or price and technical stand-
point. However, the Government reserves the 
right to conduct exchanges if later deter-
mined by the contracting officer to be nec-
essary. 
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