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(8) Hold conferences for settlement, 
simplification of the issues, or any 
other proper purpose; and 

(9) Take any other action authorized 
by, or consistent with, the provisions 
of this subpart and permitted by law 
which may expedite the hearing or aid 
in the disposition of an issue raised 
therein. 

(c) The official who issued the notice 
of probable violation, or his representa-
tive, has the burden of proving the 
facts alleged therein. 

(d) The respondent may appear and 
be heard on his own behalf or through 
counsel of his choice. The respondent 
or his counsel may offer relevant infor-
mation including testimony which he 
believes should be considered in opposi-
tion to the allegations or which may 
bear on the sanction being sought and 
conduct such cross-examination as 
may be required for a full disclosure of 
the facts. 

[Amdt. 107–11, 48 FR 2651, Jan. 20, 1983, as 
amended at 67 FR 61011, Sept. 27, 2002] 

§ 107.323 ALJ’s decision. 

(a) After consideration of all matters 
of record in the proceeding, the ALJ 
shall issue an order dismissing the no-
tice of probable violation in whole or in 
part or granting the sanction sought by 
the Office of Chief Counsel in the no-
tice. If the ALJ does not dismiss the 
notice of probable violation in whole, 
he issues an order directing compliance 
or assessing a civil penalty, or, if pro-
posed in the notice, both. The order in-
cludes a statement of the findings and 
conclusions, and the reasons therefore, 
on all material issues of fact, law, and 
discretion. 

(b) If, within 20 days of receipt of an 
order issued under paragraph (a) of this 
section, the respondent does not sub-
mit in writing his acceptance of the 
terms of an order directing compliance, 
or, where appropriate, pay a civil pen-
alty, or file an appeal under § 107.325, 
the case may be referred to the Attor-
ney General with a request that an ac-
tion be brought in the appropriate 
United States District Court to enforce 
the terms of a compliance order or col-
lect the civil penalty. 

§ 107.325 Appeals. 

(a) Hearing proceedings. A party ag-
grieved by an ALJ’s decision and order 
issued under § 107.323, may file a writ-
ten appeal in accordance with para-
graph (c) of this section with the Ad-
ministrator, Office of the Adminis-
trator, Pipeline and Hazardous Mate-
rials Safety Administration, East 
Building, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 

(b) Non-Hearing proceedings. A re-
spondent aggrieved by an order issued 
under § 107.317, may file a written ap-
peal in accordance with paragraph (c) 
of this section with the Administrator, 
Office of the Administrator, Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, East Building, 1200 New 
Jersey Avenue, SE., Washington, DC 
20590–0001. 

(c) An appeal of an order issued under 
this subpart must: 

(1) Be filed within 20 days of receipt 
of the order by the appealing party; 
and 

(2) State with particularity the find-
ings in the order that the appealing 
party challenges, and include all infor-
mation and arguments pertinent there-
to. 

(d) If the Administrator, PHMSA, af-
firms the order in whole or in part, the 
respondent must comply with the 
terms of the decision within 20 days of 
the respondent’s receipt thereof, or 
within the time prescribed in the order. 
If the respondent does not comply with 
the terms of the decision within 20 
days of receipt, or within the time pre-
scribed in the order, the case may be 
referred to the Attorney General for 
action to enforce the terms of the deci-
sion. 

(e) The filing of an appeal stays the 
effectiveness of an order issued under 
§ 107.317 or § 107.323. However, if the Ad-
ministrator, PHMSA, determines that 
it is in the public interest, he may keep 
an order directing compliance in force 
pending appeal. 

[70 FR 56090, Sept. 23, 2005, as amended at 72 
FR 55683, Oct. 1, 2007] 
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