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October 1, 2008, may be used until Jan-
uary 1, 2013. 

[74 FR 2252, Jan. 14, 2009, as amended at 75 
FR 72, Jan. 4, 2010] 

§ 172.450 EMPTY label. 
(a) Each EMPTY label, except for 

size, must be as follows: 

(1) Each side must be at least 6 
inches (152 mm.) with each letter at 
least 1 inch (25.4 mm.) in height. 

(2) The label must be white with 
black printing. 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subpart F—Placarding 

§ 172.500 Applicability of placarding 
requirements. 

(a) Each person who offers for trans-
portation or transports any hazardous 
material subject to this subchapter 
shall comply with the applicable 
placarding requirements of this sub-
part. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to— 
(1) Infectious substances; 
(2) Hazardous materials classed as 

ORM-D; 
(3) Hazardous materials authorized 

by this subchapter to be offered for 
transportation as Limited Quantities 
when identified as such on shipping pa-
pers in accordance with § 172.203(b); 

(4) Hazardous materials prepared in 
accordance with § 173.13 of this sub-
chapter; 

(5) Hazardous materials which are 
packaged as small quantities under the 

provisions of §§ 173.4, 173.4a, 173.4b of 
this subchapter; and 

(6) Combustible liquids in non-bulk 
packagings. 

[Amdt. 172–123, 55 FR 52599, Dec. 21, 1990, as 
amended by Amdt. 172–149, 61 FR 27173, May 
30, 1996; 74 FR 2253, Jan. 14, 2009] 

§ 172.502 Prohibited and permissive 
placarding. 

(a) Prohibited placarding. Except as 
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, no person may affix or display on 
a packaging, freight container, unit 
load device, motor vehicle or rail car— 

(1) Any placard described in this sub-
part unless— 

(i) The material being offered or 
transported is a hazardous material; 

(ii) The placard represents a hazard 
of the hazardous material being offered 
or transported; and 

(iii) Any placarding conforms to the 
requirements of this subpart. 

(2) Any sign, advertisement, slogan 
(such as ‘‘Drive Safely’’), or device 
that, by its color, design, shape or con-
tent, could be confused with any 
placard prescribed in this subpart. 

(b) Exceptions. (1) The restrictions in 
paragraph (a) of this section do not 
apply to a bulk packaging, freight con-
tainer, unit load device, transport vehi-
cle or rail car which is placarded in 
conformance with TDG Regulations, 
the IMDG Code or the UN Rec-
ommendations (IBR, see § 171.7 of this 
subchapter). 

(2) The restrictions of paragraph (a) 
of this section do not apply to the dis-
play of a BIOHHAZARD marking, a 
‘‘HOT’’ marking, or an identification 
number on a white square-on-point 
configuration in accordance with 
§§ 172.323(c), 172.325(c), or 172.336(b) of 
this part, respectively. 

(3) The restrictions in paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section do not apply until 
October 1, 2001 to a safety sign or safe-
ty slogan (e.g., ‘‘Drive Safely’’ or 
‘‘Drive Carefully’’), which was perma-
nently marked on a transport vehicle, 
bulk packaging, or freight container on 
or before August 21, 1997. 

(c) Permissive placarding. Placards 
may be displayed for a hazardous mate-
rial, even when not required, if the 
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placarding otherwise conforms to the 
requirements of this subpart. 

[Amdt. 172–123, 55 FR 52599, Dec. 21, 1990, as 
amended at 56 FR 66259, Dec. 20, 1991; Amdt. 
172–151, 62 FR 1230, Jan. 8, 1997; 62 FR 39389 
and 39407, July 22, 1997; 66 FR 8647, Feb. 1, 
2001; 66 FR 33426, June 21, 2001; 67 FR 53137, 
Aug. 14, 2002; 68 FR 75741, Dec. 31, 2003] 

§ 172.503 Identification number dis-
play on placards. 

For procedures and limitations per-
taining to the display of identification 
numbers on placards, see § 172.334. 

[Amdt. 172–58, 45 FR 34701, May 22, 1980] 

§ 172.504 General placarding require-
ments. 

(a) General. Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subchapter, each bulk 
packaging, freight container, unit load 
device, transport vehicle or rail car 
containing any quantity of a hazardous 
material must be placarded on each 
side and each end with the type of plac-
ards specified in tables 1 and 2 of this 
section and in accordance with other 
placarding requirements of this sub-
part, including the specifications for 
the placards named in the tables and 
described in detail in §§ 172.519 through 
172.560. 

(b) DANGEROUS placard. A freight 
container, unit load device, transport 
vehicle, or rail car which contains non- 
bulk packages with two or more cat-
egories of hazardous materials that re-
quire different placards specified in 
table 2 of paragraph (e) of this section 
may be placarded with a DANGEROUS 
placard instead of the separate 
placarding specified for each of the ma-
terials in table 2 of paragraph (e) of 

this section. However, when 1,000 kg 
(2,205 pounds) aggregate gross weight 
or more of one category of material is 
loaded therein at one loading facility 
on a freight container, unit load de-
vice, transport vehicle, or rail car, the 
placard specified in table 2 of para-
graph (e) of this section for that cat-
egory must be applied. 

(c) Exception for less than 454 kg (1,001 
pounds). Except for bulk packagings 
and hazardous materials subject to 
§ 172.505, when hazardous materials cov-
ered by table 2 of this section are 
transported by highway or rail, plac-
ards are not required on— 

(1) A transport vehicle or freight con-
tainer which contains less than 454 kg 
(1001 pounds) aggregate gross weight of 
hazardous materials covered by table 2 
of paragraph (e) of this section; or 

(2) A rail car loaded with transport 
vehicles or freight containers, none of 
which is required to be placarded. 

The exceptions provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section do not prohibit the 
display of placards in the manner pre-
scribed in this subpart, if not otherwise 
prohibited (see § 172.502), on transport 
vehicles or freight containers which 
are not required to be placarded. 

(d) Exception for empty non-bulk pack-
ages. Except for hazardous materials 
subject to § 172.505, a non-bulk pack-
aging that contains only the residue of 
a hazardous material covered by Table 
2 of paragraph (e) of this section need 
not be included in determining 
placarding requirements. 

(e) Placarding tables. Placards are 
specified for hazardous materials in ac-
cordance with the following tables: 

TABLE 1 

Category of material (Hazard class or division number 
and additional description, as appropriate) Placard name 

Placard de-
sign section 

reference 
(§ ) 

1.1 .................................................................................... EXPLOSIVES 1.1 ............................................................ 172.522 
1.2 .................................................................................... EXPLOSIVES 1.2 ............................................................ 172.522 
1.3 .................................................................................... EXPLOSIVES 1.3 ............................................................ 172.522 
2.3 .................................................................................... POISON GAS .................................................................. 172.540 
4.3 .................................................................................... DANGEROUS WHEN WET ............................................ 172.548 
5.2 (Organic peroxide, Type B, liquid or solid, tempera-

ture controlled).
ORGANIC PEROXIDE .................................................... 172.552 

6.1 (material poisonous by inhalation (see § 171.8 of 
this subchapter)).

POISON INHALATION HAZARD .................................... 172.555 

7 (Radioactive Yellow III label only) ................................ RADIOACTIVE 1 .............................................................. 172.556 

1 RADIOACTIVE placard also required for exclusive use shipments of low specific activity material and surface contaminated 
objects transported in accordance with § 173.427(b)(4) and (5) or (c) of this subchapter. 
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