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an assessment for evaluation and reme-
diation, including technical justifica-
tions for the schedule. 

(g) Documents to carry out the re-
quirements in §§ 192.923 through 192.929 
for a direct assessment plan; 

(h) Documents to carry out the re-
quirements in § 192.931 for confirmatory 
direct assessment; 

(i) Verification that an operator has 
provided any documentation or notifi-
cation required by this subpart to be 
provided to OPS, and when applicable, 
a State authority with which OPS has 
an interstate agent agreement, and a 
State or local pipeline safety authority 
that regulates a covered pipeline seg-
ment within that State. 

[68 FR 69817, Dec. 15, 2003, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–95, 69 FR 18234, Apr. 6, 2004] 

§ 192.949 How does an operator notify 
PHMSA? 

An operator must provide any notifi-
cation required by this subpart by— 

(a) Sending the notification to the 
Office of Pipeline Safety, Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Adminis-
tration, U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, Information Resources Man-
ager, PHP–10, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, 
SE., Washington, DC 20590-0001; 

(b) Sending the notification to the 
Information Resources Manager by fac-
simile to (202) 366–7128; or 

(c) Entering the information directly 
on the Integrity Management Database 
(IMDB) Web site at http:// 
primis.rspa.dot.gov/gasimp/. 

[68 FR 69817, Dec. 15, 2003, as amended at 70 
FR 11139, Mar. 8, 2005; Amdt. 192–103, 72 FR 
4657, Feb. 1, 2007; 73 FR 16570, Mar. 28, 2008; 74 
FR 2894, Jan. 16, 2009] 

§ 192.951 Where does an operator file a 
report? 

An operator must send any perform-
ance report required by this subpart to 
the Information Resources Manager— 

(a) By mail to the Office of Pipeline 
Safety, Pipeline and Hazardous Mate-
rials Safety Administration, U.S. De-
partment of Transportation, Informa-
tion Resources Manager, PHP–10, 1200 
New Jersey Avenue, SE., Washington, 
DC 20590-0001; 

(b) Via facsimile to (202) 366–7128; or 
(c) Through the online reporting sys-

tem provided by OPS for electronic re-

porting available at the OPS Home 
Page at http://ops.dot.gov. 

[68 FR 69817, Dec. 15, 2003, as amended at 70 
FR 11139, Mar. 8, 2005 ; Amdt. 192–103, 72 FR 
4657, Feb. 1, 2007; 73 FR 16570, Mar. 28, 2008; 74 
FR 2894, Jan. 16, 2009] 

Subpart P—Gas Distribution Pipe-
line Integrity Management 
(IM) 

SOURCE: 74 FR 63934, Dec. 4, 2009, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 192.1001 What definitions apply to 
this subpart? 

The following definitions apply to 
this subpart: 

Excavation Damage means any impact 
that results in the need to repair or re-
place an underground facility due to a 
weakening, or the partial or complete 
destruction, of the facility, including, 
but not limited to, the protective coat-
ing, lateral support, cathodic protec-
tion or the housing for the line device 
or facility. 

Hazardous Leak means a leak that 
represents an existing or probable haz-
ard to persons or property and requires 
immediate repair or continuous action 
until the conditions are no longer haz-
ardous. 

Integrity Management Plan or IM Plan 
means a written explanation of the 
mechanisms or procedures the operator 
will use to implement its integrity 
management program and to ensure 
compliance with this subpart. 

Integrity Management Program or IM 
Program means an overall approach by 
an operator to ensure the integrity of 
its gas distribution system. 

Small LPG Operator means an oper-
ator of a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
distribution pipeline that serves fewer 
than 100 customers from a single 
source. 

§ 192.1003 What do the regulations in 
this subpart cover? 

General. This subpart prescribes min-
imum requirements for an IM program 
for any gas distribution pipeline cov-
ered under this part, including lique-
fied petroleum gas systems. A gas dis-
tribution operator, other than a master 
meter operator or a small LPG oper-
ator, must follow the requirements in 
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§§ 192.1005–192.1013 of this subpart. A 
master meter operator or small LPG 
operator of a gas distribution pipeline 
must follow the requirements in 
§ 192.1015 of this subpart. 

§ 192.1005 What must a gas distribu-
tion operator (other than a master 
meter or small LPG operator) do to 
implement this subpart? 

No later than August 2, 2011 a gas dis-
tribution operator must develop and 
implement an integrity management 
program that includes a written integ-
rity management plan as specified in 
§ 192.1007. 

§ 192.1007 What are the required ele-
ments of an integrity management 
plan? 

A written integrity management 
plan must contain procedures for devel-
oping and implementing the following 
elements: 

(a) Knowledge. An operator must 
demonstrate an understanding of its 
gas distribution system developed from 
reasonably available information. 

(1) Identify the characteristics of the 
pipeline’s design and operations and 
the environmental factors that are nec-
essary to assess the applicable threats 
and risks to its gas distribution pipe-
line. 

(2) Consider the information gained 
from past design, operations, and main-
tenance. 

(3) Identify additional information 
needed and provide a plan for gaining 
that information over time through 
normal activities conducted on the 
pipeline (for example, design, construc-
tion, operations or maintenance activi-
ties). 

(4) Develop and implement a process 
by which the IM program will be re-
viewed periodically and refined and im-
proved as needed. 

(5) Provide for the capture and reten-
tion of data on any new pipeline in-
stalled. The data must include, at a 
minimum, the location where the new 
pipeline is installed and the material of 
which it is constructed. 

(b) Identify threats. The operator 
must consider the following categories 
of threats to each gas distribution 
pipeline: Corrosion, natural forces, ex-
cavation damage, other outside force 
damage, material, weld or joint failure 

(including compression coupling), 
equipment failure, incorrect operation, 
and other concerns that could threaten 
the integrity of its pipeline. An oper-
ator must consider reasonably avail-
able information to identify existing 
and potential threats. Sources of data 
may include, but are not limited to, in-
cident and leak history, corrosion con-
trol records, continuing surveillance 
records, patrolling records, mainte-
nance history, and excavation damage 
experience. 

(c) Evaluate and rank risk. An oper-
ator must evaluate the risks associated 
with its distribution pipeline. In this 
evaluation, the operator must deter-
mine the relative importance of each 
threat and estimate and rank the risks 
posed to its pipeline. This evaluation 
must consider each applicable current 
and potential threat, the likelihood of 
failure associated with each threat, 
and the potential consequences of such 
a failure. An operator may subdivide 
its pipeline into regions with similar 
characteristics (e.g., contiguous areas 
within a distribution pipeline con-
sisting of mains, services and other ap-
purtenances; areas with common mate-
rials or environmental factors), and for 
which similar actions likely would be 
effective in reducing risk. 

(d) Identify and implement measures to 
address risks. Determine and implement 
measures designed to reduce the risks 
from failure of its gas distribution 
pipeline. These measures must include 
an effective leak management program 
(unless all leaks are repaired when 
found). 

(e) Measure performance, monitor re-
sults, and evaluate effectiveness. 

(1) Develop and monitor performance 
measures from an established baseline 
to evaluate the effectiveness of its IM 
program. An operator must consider 
the results of its performance moni-
toring in periodically re-evaluating the 
threats and risks. These performance 
measures must include the following: 

(i) Number of hazardous leaks either 
eliminated or repaired as required by 
§ 192.703(c) of this subchapter (or total 
number of leaks if all leaks are re-
paired when found), categorized by 
cause; 

(ii) Number of excavation damages; 
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