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49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–10 Edition) § 396.13 

transport a piece of intermodal equip-
ment for which a motor carrier or driv-
er has submitted a report about dam-
age, defects or deficiencies, each inter-
modal equipment provider or its agent 
must repair the reported damage, de-
fects, or deficiencies that are likely to 
affect the safety of operation of the ve-
hicle. 

(2) Each intermodal equipment pro-
vider or its agent must certify on the 
original driver’s report which lists any 
damage, defects, or deficiencies of the 
intermodal equipment that the re-
ported damage, defects, or deficiencies 
have been repaired, or that repair is 
unnecessary, before the vehicle is oper-
ated again. 

(d) Retention period for reports. Each 
intermodal equipment provider must 
maintain all documentation required 
by this section, including the original 
driver report and the certification of 
repairs on all intermodal equipment, 
for a period of three months from the 
date that a motor carrier or its driver 
submits the report to the intermodal 
equipment provider or its agent. 

[73 FR 76824, Dec. 17, 2008, as amended at 74 
FR 68709, Dec. 29, 2009] 

§ 396.13 Driver inspection. 
Before driving a motor vehicle, the 

driver shall: 
(a) Be satisfied that the motor vehi-

cle is in safe operating condition; 
(b) Review the last driver vehicle in-

spection report; and 
(c) Sign the report, only if defects or 

deficiencies were noted by the driver 
who prepared the report, to acknowl-
edge that the driver has reviewed it 
and that there is a certification that 
the required repairs have been per-
formed. The signature requirement 
does not apply to listed defects on a 
towed unit which is no longer part of 
the vehicle combination. 

[44 FR 76526, Dec. 27, 1979, as amended at 48 
FR 55868, Dec. 16, 1983; 63 FR 33280, June 18, 
1998] 

§ 396.15 Driveaway-towaway oper-
ations and inspections. 

(a) General. Effective December 7, 
1989, every motor carrier, with respect 
to motor vehicles engaged in 
driveaway-towaway operations, shall 
comply with the requirements of this 

part. EXCEPTION: Maintenance records 
required by § 396.3, the vehicle inspec-
tion report required by § 396.11, and the 
periodic inspection required by § 396.17 
of this part shall not be required for 
any vehicle which is part of the ship-
ment being delivered. 

(b) Pre-trip inspection. Before the be-
ginning of any driveaway-towaway op-
eration of motor vehicles in combina-
tion, the motor carrier shall make a 
careful inspection and test to ascertain 
that: 

(1) The towbar or saddle-mount con-
nections are properly secured to the 
towed and towing vehicle; 

(2) They function adequately without 
cramping or binding of any of the 
parts; and 

(3) The towed motor vehicle follows 
substantially in the path of the towing 
vehicle without whipping or swerving. 

(c) Post-trip inspection. Motor carriers 
shall maintain practices to ensure that 
following completion of any trip in 
driveaway-towaway operation of motor 
vehicles in combination, and before 
they are used again, the towbars and 
saddle-mounts are disassembled and in-
spected for worn, bent, cracked, bro-
ken, or missing parts. Before reuse, 
suitable repair or replacement shall be 
made of any defective parts and the de-
vices shall be properly reassembled. 

[44 FR 38526, July 2, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 49410, Dec. 7, 1988; 53 FR 49968, Dec. 12, 
1988] 

§ 396.17 Periodic inspection. 
(a) Every commercial motor vehicle 

must be inspected as required by this 
section. The inspection must include, 
at a minimum, the parts and acces-
sories set forth in appendix G of this 
subchapter. The term commercial motor 
vehicle includes each vehicle in a com-
bination vehicle. For example, for a 
tractor semitrailer, full trailer com-
bination, the tractor, semitrailer, and 
the full trailer (including the converter 
dolly if so equipped) must each be in-
spected. 

(b) Except as provided in § 396.23 and 
this paragraph, motor carriers must in-
spect or cause to be inspected all motor 
vehicles subject to their control. Inter-
modal equipment providers must in-
spect or cause to be inspected inter-
modal equipment that is interchanged 
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Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT § 396.19 

or intended for interchange to motor 
carriers in intermodal transportation. 

(c) A motor carrier must not use a 
commercial motor vehicle, and an 
intermodal equipment provider must 
not tender equipment to a motor car-
rier for interchange, unless each com-
ponent identified in appendix G of this 
subchapter has passed an inspection in 
accordance with the terms of this sec-
tion at least once during the preceding 
12 months and documentation of such 
inspection is on the vehicle. The docu-
mentation may be: 

(1) The inspection report prepared in 
accordance with § 396.21(a), or 

(2) Other forms of documentation, 
based on the inspection report (e.g., 
sticker or decal), which contains the 
following information: 

(i) The date of inspection; 
(ii) Name and address of the motor 

carrier, intermodal equipment pro-
vider, or other entity where the inspec-
tion report is maintained; 

(iii) Information uniquely identifying 
the vehicle inspected if not clearly 
marked on the motor vehicle; and 

(iv) A certification that the vehicle 
has passed an inspection in accordance 
with § 396.17. 

(d) A motor carrier may perform the 
required annual inspection for vehicles 
under the carrier’s control which are 
not subject to an inspection under 
§ 396.23(b)(1). An intermodal equipment 
provider may perform the required an-
nual inspection for intermodal equip-
ment interchanged or intended for 
interchange to motor carriers that are 
not subject to an inspection under 
§ 396.23(b)(1). 

(e) In lieu of the self-inspection pro-
vided for in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, a motor carrier or intermodal 
equipment provider responsible for the 
inspection may choose to have a com-
mercial garage, fleet leasing company, 
truck stop, or other similar commer-
cial business perform the inspection as 
its agent, provided that business oper-
ates and maintains facilities appro-
priate for commercial vehicle inspec-
tions and it employs qualified inspec-
tors, as required by § 396.19. 

(f) Vehicles passing roadside or peri-
odic inspections performed under the 
auspices of any State government or 
equivalent jurisdiction or the FMCSA, 

meeting the minimum standards con-
tained in appendix G of this sub-
chapter, will be considered to have met 
the requirements of an annual inspec-
tion for a period of 12 months com-
mencing from the last day of the 
month in which the inspection was per-
formed. If a vehicle is subject to a 
mandatory State inspection program, 
as provided in § 396.23(b)(1), a roadside 
inspection may only be considered 
equivalent if it complies with the re-
quirements of that program. 

(g) It is the responsibility of the 
motor carrier or intermodal equipment 
provider to ensure that all parts and 
accessories on commercial motor vehi-
cles intended for use in interstate com-
merce for which they are responsible 
are maintained at, or promptly re-
paired to, the minimum standards set 
forth in appendix G to this subchapter. 

(h) Failure to perform properly the 
annual inspection required by this sec-
tion shall cause the motor carrier or 
intermodal equipment provider to be 
subject to the penalty provisions of 49 
U.S.C. 521(b). 

[73 FR 76825, Dec. 17, 2008] 

§ 396.19 Inspector qualifications. 
(a) Motor carriers and intermodal 

equipment providers must ensure that 
individuals performing annual inspec-
tions under § 396.17(d) or (e) are quali-
fied as follows: 

(1) Understand the inspection criteria 
set forth in part 393 and appendix G of 
this subchapter and can identify defec-
tive components; 

(2) Are knowledgeable of and have 
mastered the methods, procedures, 
tools and equipment used when per-
forming an inspection; and 

(3) Are capable of performing an in-
spection by reason of experience, train-
ing, or both as follows: 

(i) Successfully completed a Federal- 
or State-sponsored training program or 
have a certificate from a State or Ca-
nadian Province that qualifies the indi-
viduals to perform commercial motor 
vehicle safety inspections, or 

(ii) Have a combination of training or 
experience totaling at least 1 year. 
Such training or experience may con-
sist of: 

(A) Participation in a commercial 
motor vehicle manufacturer-sponsored 
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