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pursuant to section 101(a)(5) of the Ma-
rine Mammal Protection Act. We will 
use the information to: 

(1) Evaluate the application and de-
termine whether or not to issue spe-
cific Letters of Authorization and; 

(2) Monitor impacts of activities con-
ducted under the Letters of Authoriza-
tion. 

(b) You should direct comments re-
garding the burden estimate or any 
other aspect of this requirement to the 
Information Collection Clearance Offi-
cer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, Mail Stop 222 
ARLSQ, 1849 C Street, NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20240. 

Subpart J—Nonlethal Taking of 
Marine Mammals Incidental 
to Oil and Gas Exploration, 
Development, and Production 
Activities in the Beaufort Sea 
and Adjacent Northern Coast 
of Alaska 

SOURCE: 71 FR 43950, Aug. 2, 2006, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 43950, Aug. 
2, 2006, Subpart J was added, effective Aug. 2, 
2006 through Aug. 2, 2011. 

§ 18.121 What specified activities does 
this subpart cover? 

Regulations in this subpart apply to 
the nonlethal incidental, but not inten-
tional, take of small numbers of polar 
bear and Pacific walrus by you (U.S. 
citizens as defined in § 18.27(c)) while 
engaged in oil and gas exploration, de-
velopment, and production activities in 
the Beaufort Sea and adjacent north-
ern coast of Alaska. 

§ 18.122 In what specified geographic 
region does this subpart apply? 

This subpart applies to the specified 
geographic region defined by a north- 
south line at Barrow, Alaska, and in-
cludes all Alaska coastal areas, State 
waters, and Outer Continental Shelf 
waters east of that line to the Cana-
dian border and an area 25 miles inland 
from Barrow on the west to the Can-
ning River on the east. The Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge is not included 
in the area covered by this subpart. 
Figure 1 shows the area where this sub-
part applies. 
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§ 18.123 When is this subpart effective? 

Regulations in this subpart are effec-
tive from August 2, 2006 through Au-
gust 2, 2011 for year-round oil and gas 
exploration, development, and produc-
tion activities. 

§ 18.124 How do I obtain a Letter of 
Authorization? 

(a) You must be a U.S. citizen as de-
fined in § 18.27(c). 

(b) If you are conducting an oil and 
gas exploration, development, or pro-
duction activity in the specified geo-
graphic region described in § 18.122 that 
may cause the taking of polar bear or 
Pacific walrus in execution of those ac-
tivities and you want nonlethal inci-
dental take authorization under this 
rule, you must apply for a Letter of 
Authorization for each exploration ac-
tivity or a Letter of Authorization for 

activities in each development or pro-
duction area. You must submit the ap-
plication for authorization to our Alas-
ka Regional Director (see 50 CFR 2.2 
for address) at least 90 days prior to 
the start of the proposed activity. 

(c) Your application for a Letter of 
Authorization must include the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) A description of the activity, the 
dates and duration of the activity, the 
specific location, and the estimated 
area affected by that activity, i.e., a 
Plan of Operation. 

(2) A site-specific plan to monitor the 
effects of the activity on the behavior 
of polar bear and Pacific walrus that 
may be present during the ongoing ac-
tivities. Your monitoring program 
must document the effects to these ma-
rine mammals and estimate the actual 
level and type of take. The monitoring 
requirements will vary depending on 
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