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aquatic environment as soon as pos-
sible. The following data collection ac-
tivities for live turtles while they are 
in the marine environment are allowed: 

(1) Turtles may be flipper and passive 
integrated transponder (PIT) tagged, 
prior to release. Flipper tags would be 
applied to the trailing edge of either 
the front or rear flippers with standard 
tagging applicators after the tagging 
area has been cleaned with alcohol or 
iodine solution. PIT tags would be in-
serted according to best practice, ap-
proved scientific protocols, after clean-
ing the insertion site with alcohol or 
iodine solution. Before application of 
flipper tags or insertion of PIT tags, all 
flippers and the neck/shoulder area will 
be examined and scanned for the pres-
ence of any pre-existing flipper or PIT 
tags. 

(2) Turtles may also be weighed, 
measured, and photographed prior to 
release. 

(3) When handling turtles exhibiting 
fibropapilloma, all equipment (tagging 
equipment, tape measures, etc.) that 
comes in contact with the turtle shall 
be cleaned with a mild bleach solution. 

(c) Every action shall be reported in 
writing to the Assistant Adminis-
trator, or authorized representative, 
via the agency or institution des-
ignated by the state to record such 
events. Reports shall contain the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) Name and position of the official 
or employee involved; 

(2) Description of the sea turtle(s) in-
volved including species and condition 
of the animal; 

(3) When applicable, description of 
entangling gear, its location on the 
turtle, and the amount of gear left on 
the turtle at release; 

(4) Method, date and location of dis-
posal of the sea turtle(s), including, if 
applicable, where the sea turtle(s) has 
been retained in captivity; and 

(5) Such other information as the As-
sistant Administrator, or authorized 
representative, may require. 

[70 FR 42509, July 25, 2005] 

Subpart D—Observer Requirement 

SOURCE: 72 FR 43185, Aug. 3, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 222.401 Observer requirement. 

Any United States fishing vessel, ei-
ther commercial or recreational, which 
operates within the territorial seas or 
exclusive economic zone of the United 
States or on the high seas, or any fish-
ing vessel that is otherwise subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States, 
operating in a fishery that is identified 
through the annual determination 
process specified in § 222.402 must carry 
aboard a NMFS-approved observer 
upon request by the NMFS Assistant 
Administrator, in consultation with 
NMFS Regional Administrators and 
Science Center Directors, as appro-
priate. NMFS and/or interested cooper-
ating entities will pay direct costs for 
the observer. Owners and operators 
must comply with observer safety re-
quirements specified at 50 CFR 600.725 
and 50 CFR 600.746 and the terms and 
conditions specified in the written no-
tification. 

§ 222.402 Annual determination of fish-
eries to be observed; notice and 
comment. 

(a) The Assistant Administrator, in 
consultation with Regional Adminis-
trators and Science Center Directors, 
will make an annual determination 
identifying which fisheries the agency 
intends to observe. This determination 
will be based on the extent to which: 

(1) The fishery operates in the same 
waters and at the same time as sea tur-
tles are present; 

(2) The fishery operates at the same 
time or prior to elevated sea turtle 
strandings; or 

(3) The fishery uses a gear or tech-
nique that is known or likely to result 
in incidental take of sea turtles based 
on documented or reported takes in the 
same or similar fisheries; and 

(4) NMFS intends to monitor the 
fishery and anticipates that it will 
have the funds to do so. 

(b) The Assistant Administrator shall 
publish the proposed determination 
and any final determination in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. Public comment 
will be sought at the time of publica-
tion of the proposed determination. In 
addition, a written notification of the 
final determination will be sent to the 
address specified for the vessel in ei-
ther the NMFS or state fishing permit 
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