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or removing from the water fishery re-
sources. Fishing also includes the acts 
of scouting, processing, and support. 

Operator, with respect to any vessel, 
means the master or other individual 
on board and in charge of either the 
vessel, the vessel’s fishing operation, or 
both. 

Owner, with respect to any vessel, 
means any person who owns that vessel 
in whole or in part, whether or not it is 
leased or chartered to or managed by 
another person, or any charterer, 
whether bareboat, time, or voyage, and 
any person who acts in the capacity of 
a charterer, or manager, including but 
not limited to parties to a management 
agreement, operating agreement, or 
any similar agreement that bestows 
control over the destination, function, 
or operation of the vessel, any officer, 
director, manager, controlling share-
holder of any entity described in this 
definition, any agent designated as 
such by any person described in this 
definition, and any affiliate of any per-
son described in this definition. 

Processing means any operation by a 
vessel to receive fish from a fishing 
vessel and/or the preparation of fish, 
including but not limited to cleaning, 
cooking, canning, smoking, salting, 
drying, or freezing, either on the ves-
sel’s behalf or to assist another vessel. 

Regional Administrator means Direc-
tor, Alaska Region, or a designee. 

Relevant laws and regulations of the 
Russian Federation means those Rus-
sian laws and regulations that concern 
fishing for fishery resources over which 
Russia exercises sovereign rights or 
fishery management authority. 

Russian and Federation mean the Rus-
sian Federation, its government, or 
any organ or entity of its government. 

Russian continental shelf or conti-
nental shelf of Russia means the seabed 
and subsoil of the submarine areas over 
which, consistent with international 
law, Russia exercises sovereign rights. 

Russian Economic Zone or Russian EZ 
means a zone of waters off the coast of 
Russia beyond and adjacent to the Rus-
sian territorial sea extending a dis-
tance of up to 200 nautical miles from 
the baseline from which the territorial 
sea is measured, within which, con-
sistent with international law, Russia 

has sovereign rights over the fishery 
resources. 

Russian Federation or Russia means 
the governing entity that succeeded 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics, and that is the successor party to 
the Agreement of May 31, 1988. 

Russian fisheries, Russian fishery re-
sources, or fishery resources over which 
Russia exercises sovereign rights or fish-
ery management authority means fishery 
resources within the Russian EZ, fish-
ery resources of the Russian conti-
nental shelf, and anadromous species 
that originate in the waters of Russia, 
whether found in the Russian EZ or be-
yond any exclusive economic zone or 
its equivalent. 

Scouting means any operation by a 
vessel exploring (on behalf of the vessel 
or another vessel) for the presence of 
fish by any means that do not involve 
the catching of fish. 

Support means any operation by a 
vessel assisting fishing by another ves-
sel, including— 

(1) Transferring or transporting fish 
or fish products; or 

(2) Supplying a fishing vessel with 
water, fuel, provisions, fishing equip-
ment, fish processing equipment, or 
other supplies. 

§ 300.152 Procedures. 

(a) Application for annual permits. U.S. 
vessel owners and operators must have 
a valid permit issued by the Russian 
Federation obtained pursuant to a 
complete application submitted 
through NMFS before fishing in the 
Russian EZ or for Russian fishery re-
sources. Application forms and copies 
of applicable laws and regulations of 
the Russian Federation may be ob-
tained from NMFS Headquarters. 

(b) Other application information. Ap-
plications for motherships, processing 
or transport vessels must identify the 
type of fishing gear to be employed or 
the fishing quotas if the vessel has re-
ceived or is requesting a quota. To fa-
cilitate processing, NMFS requests 
that permit applications for more than 
10 vessels be grouped by type and fish-
ing area, and provide the name, ad-
dress, telephone, and FAX number(s) of 
an individual who will be the official 
point of contact for an application. 
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(c) Review of Applications. NMFS will 
review each application, and, if it is 
complete, forward it to the Department 
of State for submission to the com-
petent authorities of the Russian Fed-
eration. NMFS will notify the permit 
applicant when the permit is submitted 
to the Russian Federation. NMFS will 
return incomplete applications to the 
applicant. 

(d) Direct Communication. U.S. appli-
cants may communicate directly with 
the Russian Federation with regard to 
the status of their applications or per-
mits and are encouraged to do so. Own-
ers and operators should make direct 
contact and work with Russian indus-
try and government authorities. 

§ 300.153 Permit issuance. 

(a) Acceptance. Once the Department 
of State has accepted the conditions 
and restrictions proposed by the Rus-
sian Federation and all fees have been 
paid, the competent authorities of the 
Russian Federation will approve the 
application. The Russian Federation 
will issue a permit to the vessel owner 
for each fishing vessel for which it has 
approved an application. That vessel 
will thereupon be authorized by the 
Russian Federation to fish in accord-
ance with the Agreement and the 
terms and conditions set forth in the 
permit. The vessel owner is prohibited 
from transferring the permit to any 
other vessel or person. Any such trans-
fer, or the sale or other transfer of the 
vessel, will immediately invalidate the 
permit. The vessel owner must notify 
NMFS of any change in the permit ap-
plication information submitted to 
NMFS Headquarters under § 300.152 
within 7 calendar days of the change. 

(b) Copies. The vessel owner and oper-
ator must mail a copy of each permit 
and any conditions and restrictions 
issued for that vessel by the Russian 
Federation within 7 calendar days of 
its receipt to NMFS Headquarters. 

(c) Validity. Any permit issued by the 
Russian Federation with respect to a 
vessel subject to this subpart will be 
deemed to be a valid permit only if: 

(1) A completed permit application 
has been forwarded to the competent 
authorities of the Russian Federation 
as provided in § 300.152(b)(1). 

(2) Such application has been ap-
proved and a permit issued by the com-
petent authorities of the Russian Fed-
eration as provided in paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

(3) The U.S. Department of State has 
notified the competent authorities of 
the Russian Federation that it has ac-
cepted the conditions and restrictions 
as provided in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. The permit will be rendered in-
valid by: The transfer or sale of the 
permit specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section; the failure to submit to 
NMFS any changes in permit applica-
tion information as required by para-
graph (a) of this section; failure to sub-
mit to NMFS any permit copy required 
by paragraph (b) of this section or any 
other information or report required by 
any other provision of this subpart; or 
the failure to pay required permit fees. 

(d) Russian-imposed sanctions. (1) The 
Russian Federation will impose appro-
priate fines, penalties, or forfeitures in 
accordance with its laws, for violations 
of its relevant laws or regulations. 

(2) In the case of arrest and seizure of 
a U.S. vessel by Russian authorities, 
notification will be given promptly 
through diplomatic channels informing 
the United States of the facts and ac-
tions taken. 

(3) The Russian Federation will re-
lease U.S. vessels and their crews 
promptly, subject to the posting of rea-
sonable bond or other security. 

(4) The sanctions for violations of 
limitations or restrictions on fishing 
operations will be appropriate fines, 
penalties, forfeitures, or revocations or 
suspensions of fishing privileges. 

§ 300.154 Recordkeeping and report-
ing. 

(a) General. The owner and operator 
of a vessel subject to this subpart are 
responsible for complying with all rec-
ordkeeping and reporting requirements 
in this part in a timely and accurate 
manner. Reports and records required 
by this subpart must be in English, in 
the formats specified, and unless other-
wise specified, based on Greenwich 
mean time (GMT). 

(b) Vessel permit abstract report. (1) 
The owner and operator of a vessel sub-
ject to this subpart must submit to 
NMFS Headquarters a permit abstract 
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