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Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.31 

States of class size 4–6 (more than 182 
metric tons carrying capacity) using 
purse seine gear must be retained on 
board and landed, except fish deemed 
unfit for human consumption for rea-
sons other than size from 0000 hours on 
January 1, 2010 to 2400 hours on Decem-
ber 31, 2011. This requirement shall not 
apply to the last set of a trip if the 
available well capacity is insufficient 
to accommodate the entire catch. 

(2) All purse seine vessels must re-
lease all sharks, billfishes, rays, 
mahimahi (dorado), and other non-tuna 
fish species, except those being re-
tained for consumption aboard the ves-
sel, as soon as practicable after being 
identified on board the vessel during 
the brailing operation. 

(3) All purse seine vessels must apply 
special sea turtle handling and release 
procedures, as follows: 

(i) Whenever a sea turtle is sighted in 
the net, a speedboat shall be stationed 
close to the point where the net is lift-
ed out of the water to assist in release 
of the turtle; 

(ii) If a turtle is entangled in the net, 
net roll shall stop as soon as the turtle 
comes out of the water and shall not 
resume until the turtle has been dis-
entangled and released; 

(iii) If, in spite of the measures taken 
under paragraphs (e)(3)(i) and (ii) of 
this section, a turtle is accidentally 
brought onboard the vessel alive and 
active, the vessel’s engine shall be dis-
engaged and the turtle shall be re-
leased as quickly as practicable; 

(iv) If a turtle brought on board 
under paragraph (e)(3)(iii) of this sec-
tion is alive but comatose or inactive, 
the resuscitation procedures described 
in § 223.206(d)(1)(i)(B) of this title shall 
be used before release of the turtle. 

(f) Purse seine closures in the EPO. (1) 
A fishing vessel of the United States of 
class size 4–6 (more than 182 metric 
tons carrying capacity) may not be 
used to fish with purse seine gear in 
the Convention Area from 0000 hours on 
November 21, 2009, to 2400 hours on Jan-
uary 18, 2010; from 0000 hours on No-
vember 18, 2010, to 2400 hours on Janu-
ary 18, 2011; and from 0000 hours on No-
vember 7, 2011, to 2400 hours on Janu-
ary 18, 2012, except that a vessel of 
class size 4 (182 to 272 metric tons car-
rying capacity) may make one fishing 

trip of up to 30 days duration during 
the specified closure period, provided 
that the vessel carries an observer of 
the On-Board Observer Program of the 
Agreement on the International Dol-
phin Conservation Program during the 
entire fishing trip. 

(2) A fishing vessel of the United 
States of class size 4–6 (more than 182 
metric tons carrying capacity) may not 
be used from 0000 hours on September 
29 to 2400 hours on October 29 in the 
years 2010 or 2011 to fish with purse 
seine gear within the area bounded at 
the east and west by 96° and 110° W. 
longitude and bounded at the north and 
south by 4° N. and 3° S. latitude. 

(3) At all times while a vessel is in a 
Closed Area established under para-
graphs (f)(1) or (f)(2) of this section, the 
fishing gear of the vessel shall be 
stowed in a manner as not to be readily 
available for fishing. In particular, the 
boom shall be lowered as far as possible 
so that the vessel cannot be used for 
fishing, but so that the skiff is acces-
sible for use in emergency situations; 
the helicopter, if any shall be tied 
down; and launches shall be secured. 

[64 FR 44431, Aug. 16, 1999, as amended at 66 
FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated at 69 
FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 74 FR 1620, Jan. 13, 
2009; 74 FR 61051, Nov. 23, 2009] 

Subpart D—South Pacific Tuna 
Fisheries 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 973–973r. 

§ 300.30 Purpose and scope. 

This subpart implements the South 
Pacific Tuna Act of 1988 (Act) and the 
Treaty on Fisheries Between the Gov-
ernments of Certain Pacific Island 
States and the Government of the 
United States of America (Treaty) and 
applies to persons and vessels subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

§ 300.31 Definitions. 

In addition to the terms defined in 
§ 300.2, in the Act, and in the Treaty, 
and unless the context requires other-
wise, the terms used in this subpart 
have the following meanings. If a term 
is defined differently in § 300.2, the Act, 
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