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Fishery Conservation and Management § 600.115 

and the mainland, are within the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 59149, 
Sept. 27, 2010, § 600.105 was revising paragraph 
(b), effective October 27, 2010. For the con-
venience of the user, the revised text is set 
forth as follows: 

§ 600.105 Intercouncil boundaries. 

* * * * * 

(b) Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic Councils. 
The boundary begins at the seaward bound-
ary between the States of Virginia and North 
Carolina (36°33′01.0″ N. lat), and proceeds due 
east to the point of intersection with the 
outward boundary of the EEZ as specified in 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 

* * * * * 

§ 600.110 Intercouncil fisheries. 
If any fishery extends beyond the 

geographical area of authority of any 
one Council, the Secretary may— 

(a) Designate a single Council to pre-
pare the FMP for such fishery and any 
amendments to such FMP, in consulta-
tion with the other Councils concerned; 
or 

(b) Require that the FMP and any 
amendments be prepared jointly by all 
the Councils concerned. 

(1) A jointly prepared FMP or amend-
ment must be adopted by a majority of 
the voting members, present and vot-
ing, of each participating Council. Dif-
ferent conservation and management 
measures may be developed for specific 
geographic areas, but the FMP should 
address the entire geographic range of 
the stock(s). 

(2) In the case of joint FMP or 
amendment preparation, one Council 
will be designated as the ‘‘administra-
tive lead.’’ The ‘‘administrative lead’’ 
Council is responsible for the prepara-
tion of the FMP or any amendments 
and other required documents for sub-
mission to the Secretary. 

(3) None of the Councils involved in 
joint preparation may withdraw with-
out Secretarial approval. If Councils 
cannot agree on approach or manage-
ment measures within a reasonable pe-
riod of time, the Secretary may des-
ignate a single Council to prepare the 

FMP or may issue the FMP under Sec-
retarial authority. 

§ 600.115 Statement of organization, 
practices, and procedures (SOPP). 

(a) Councils are required to publish 
and make available to the public a 
SOPP in accordance with such uniform 
standards as are prescribed by the Sec-
retary (section 302(f)(6)) of the Magnu-
son-Stevens Act. The purpose of the 
SOPP is to inform the public how the 
Council operates within the framework 
of the Secretary’s uniform standards. 

(b) Amendments to current SOPPs 
must be consistent with the guidelines 
in this section and the terms and con-
ditions of the cooperative agreement, 
the statutory requirements of the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Act and other applicable 
law. Upon approval of a Council’s 
SOPP amendment by the Secretary, a 
Notice of Availability will be published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER, including an 
address where the public may write to 
request copies. 

(c) Councils may deviate, where law-
ful, from the guidelines with appro-
priate supporting rationale, and Secre-
tarial approval of each amendment to a 
SOPP would constitute approval of any 
such deviations for that particular 
Council. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 59149, 
Sept. 27, 2010, § 600.115 was revising paragraph 
(b), effective October 27, 2010. For the con-
venience of the user, the revised text is set 
forth as follows: 

§ 600.115 Statement of organization, prac-
tices, and procedures (SOPP). 

* * * * * 

(b) Amendments to current SOPPs must be 
consistent with the guidelines in this sec-
tion, subpart C of this part, the terms and 
conditions of the cooperative agreement (the 
funding agreement between the Council and 
NOAA that establishes Council funding and 
mandates specific requirements regarding 
the use of those funds), the statutory re-
quirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, 
and other applicable law. Upon approval of a 
Council’s SOPP amendment by the Sec-
retary, a notice of availability must be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER that in-
cludes an Internet address from which the 
amended SOPP may be read and downloaded 
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