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paper the same data as is required on 

electronic fish tickets within 24 hours 

of the date received during the period 

that the waiver is in effect. Paper state 

landing receipts must be sent by fac-

simile to NMFS, Northwest Region, 

Sustainable Fisheries Division, 206–526– 

6736 or by delivering it in person to 7600 

Sand Point Way NE., Seattle, WA 

98115. The requirements for submis-

sions of paper tickets in this paragraph 

are separate from, and in addition to 

existing state requirements for landing 

receipts or fish receiving tickets. 

(2) [Reserved] 

§ 660.116 Trawl fishery—observer re-
quirements. 

(a) Observer coverage requirements—(1) 

NMFS-certified observers. 
(i) A catcher/processor or mothership 

125-ft (38.1-m) LOA or longer must 

carry two NMFS-certified observers, 

and a catcher/processor or mothership 

shorter than 125-ft (38.1-m) LOA must 

carry one NMFS-certified observer, 

each day that the vessel is used to 

take, retain, receive, land, process, or 

transport groundfish. 

(ii) A Pacific whiting shoreside vessel 

that sorts catch at sea must carry one 

NMFS-certified observer, from the 

time the vessel leaves port on a trip in 

which the catch is sorted at sea to the 

time that all catch from that trip has 

been offloaded. 

(2) Catcher vessels. When NMFS noti-

fies the owner, operator, permit holder, 

or the manager of a catcher vessel, 

specified at § 660.16(c), Subpart C of any 

requirement to carry an observer, the 

catcher vessel may not be used to fish 

for groundfish without carrying an ob-

server. 

(i) Notice of departure—basic rule. At 

least 24 hours (but not more than 36 

hours) before departing on a fishing 

trip, a vessel that has been notified by 

NMFS that it is required to carry an 

observer, or that is operating in an ac-

tive sampling unit, must notify NMFS 

(or its designated agent) of the vessel’s 

intended time of departure. Notice will 

be given in a form to be specified by 

NMFS. 

(A) Optional notice—weather delays. A 

vessel that anticipates a delayed depar-

ture due to weather or sea conditions 

may advise NMFS of the anticipated 

delay when providing the basic notice 

described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this 

section. If departure is delayed beyond 

36 hours from the time the original no-

tice is given, the vessel must provide 

an additional notice of departure not 

less than 4 hours prior to departure, in 

order to enable NMFS to place an ob-

server. 

(B) Optional notice—back-to-back fish-
ing trips. A vessel that intends to make 

back-to-back fishing trips (i.e., trips 

with less than 24 hours between off-

loading from one trip and beginning 

another), may provide the basic notice 

described in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this 

section for both trips, prior to making 

the first trip. A vessel that has given 

such notice is not required to give ad-

ditional notice of the second trip. 

(ii) Cease fishing report. Within 24 

hours of ceasing the taking and retain-

ing of groundfish, vessel owners, opera-

tors, or managers must notify NMFS 

or its designated agent that fishing has 

ceased. This requirement applies to 

any vessel that is required to carry an 

observer, or that is operating in a seg-

ment of the fleet that NMFS has iden-

tified as an active sampling unit. 

(b) Waiver. The Northwest Regional 

Administrator may provide written no-

tification to the vessel owner stating 

that a determination has been made to 

temporarily waive coverage require-

ments because of circumstances that 

are deemed to be beyond the vessel’s 

control. 

(c) Procurement of observer services by 
catcher/processors, motherships, and Pa-
cific whiting shoreside vessels that sort at 
sea. Owners of vessels required to carry 

observers under provisions at para-

graph (a)(1)(i) or (ii) of this section 

must arrange for observer services 

from an observer provider permitted by 

the North Pacific Groundfish Observer 

Program under 50 CFR 679.50(i), except 

that: 

(1) Vessels are required to procure ob-

server services directly from NMFS 

when NMFS has determined and given 

notification that the vessel must carry 

NMFS staff or an individual authorized 

by NMFS in lieu of an observer pro-

vided by a permitted observer provider. 

(2) Vessels are required to procure ob-

server services directly from NMFS 

and a permitted observer provider 
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when NMFS has determined and given 

notification that the vessel must carry 

NMFS staff or individuals authorized 

by NMFS, in addition to an observer 

provided by a permitted observer pro-

vider. 

(d) Vessel responsibilities. An operator 

of a vessel required to carry one or 

more observer(s) must provide: 

(1) Accommodations and food. Provide 

accommodations and food that are: 

(i) At-sea processors. Equivalent to 

those provided for officers, engineers, 

foremen, deck-bosses or other manage-

ment level personnel of the vessel. 

(ii) Catcher vessels. Equivalent to 

those provided to the crew. 

(2) Safe conditions. Maintain safe con-

ditions on the vessel for the protection 

of observer(s) including adherence to 

all USCG and other applicable rules, 

regulations, or statutes pertaining to 

safe operation of the vessel, and provi-

sions at §§ 600.725 and 600.746 of this 

chapter. 

(3) Observer communications. Facili-

tate observer communications by: 

(i) Observer use of equipment. Allowing 

observer(s) to use the vessel’s commu-

nication equipment and personnel, on 

request, for the entry, transmission, 

and receipt of work-related messages, 

at no cost to the observer(s) or the U.S. 

or designated agent. 

(ii) Functional equipment. Ensuring 

that the vessel’s communications 

equipment, used by observers to enter 

and transmit data, is fully functional 

and operational. 

(iii) Hardware and software. Pacific 

whiting vessels that are required to 

carry one or more NMFS-certified ob-

servers under provisions at paragraphs 

(a)(1)(i) or (ii) of this section must pro-

vide hardware and software pursuant 

to regulations at 50 CFR 

679.50(g)(1)(iii)(B) and 50 CFR 

679.50(g)(2)(iii), as follows: 

(A) Providing for use by the observer 

a personal computer in working condi-

tion that contains a full Pentium 120 

Mhz or greater capacity processing 

chip, at least 32 megabytes of RAM, at 

least 75 megabytes of free hard disk 

storage, a Windows 9x or NT compat-

ible operating system, an operating 

mouse, and a 3.5-inch (8.9 cm) floppy 

disk drive. The associated computer 

monitor must have a viewable screen 

size of at least 14.1 inches (35.8 cm) and 

minimum display settings of 600 x 800 

pixels. The computer equipment speci-

fied in this paragraph (A) must be con-

nected to a communication device that 

provides a modem connection to the 

NMFS host computer and supports one 

or more of the following protocols: ITU 

V.22, ITU V.22bis, ITU V.32, ITU 

V.32bis, or ITU V.34. Processors that 

use a modem must have at least a 

28.8kbs Hayes-compatible modem. The 

above-specified hardware and software 

requirements do not apply to proc-

essors that do not process groundfish. 

(B) NMFS-supplied software. Ensur-

ing that each vessel that is required to 

carry a NMFS-certified observer ob-

tains the data entry software provided 

by the NMFS for use by the observer. 

(4) Vessel position. Allow observer(s) 

access to, and the use of, the vessel’s 

navigation equipment and personnel, 

on request, to determine the vessel’s 

position. 

(5) Access. Allow observer(s) free and 

unobstructed access to the vessel’s 

bridge, trawl or working decks, holding 

bins, processing areas, freezer spaces, 

weight scales, cargo holds, and any 

other space that may be used to hold, 

process, weigh, or store fish or fish 

products at any time. 

(6) Prior notification. Notify ob-

server(s) at least 15 minutes before fish 

are brought on board, or fish and fish 

products are transferred from the ves-

sel, to allow sampling the catch or ob-

serving the transfer, unless the ob-

server specifically requests not to be 

notified. 

(7) Records. Allow observer(s) to in-

spect and copy any state or Federal 

logbook maintained voluntarily or as 

required by regulation. 

(8) Assistance. Provide all other rea-

sonable assistance to enable ob-

server(s) to carry out their duties, in-

cluding, but not limited to: 

(i) Measuring decks, codends, and 

holding bins. 

(ii) Providing the observer(s) with a 

safe work area. 

(iii) Collecting bycatch when re-

quested by the observer(s). 

(iv) Collecting and carrying baskets 

of fish when requested by the ob-

server(s). 
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(v) Allowing the observer(s) to col-

lect biological data and samples. 

(vi) Providing adequate space for 

storage of biological samples. 

(9) At-sea transfers to or from proc-
essing vessels. Processing vessels must: 

(i) Ensure that transfers of observers 

at sea via small boat or raft are carried 

out during daylight hours, under safe 

conditions, and with the agreement of 

observers involved. 

(ii) Notify observers at least 3 hours 

before observers are transferred, such 

that the observers can collect personal 

belongings, equipment, and scientific 

samples. 

(iii) Provide a safe pilot ladder and 

conduct the transfer to ensure the safe-

ty of observers during transfers. 

(iv) Provide an experienced crew 

member to assist observers in the 

small boat or raft in which any trans-

fer is made. 

(e) Sample station and operational—(1) 

Observer sampling station. This para-

graph contains the requirements for 

observer sampling stations. The vessel 

owner must provide an observer sam-

pling station that complies with this 

section so that the observer can carry 

out required duties. 

(i) Accessibility. The observer sam-

pling station must be available to the 

observer at all times. 

(ii) Location. The observer sampling 

station must be located within 4 m of 

the location from which the observer 

samples unsorted catch. Unobstructed 

passage must be provided between the 

observer sampling station and the loca-

tion where the observer collects sample 

catch. 

(iii) Minimum work space aboard at-sea 
processing vessels. The observer must 

have a working area of 4.5 square me-

ters, including the observer’s sampling 

table, for sampling and storage of fish 

to be sampled. The observer must be 

able to stand upright and have a work 

area at least 0.9 m deep in the area in 

front of the table and scale. 

(iv) Table aboard at-sea processing ves-
sels. The observer sampling station 

must include a table at least 0.6 m 

deep, 1.2 m wide and 0.9 m high and no 

more than 1.1 m high. The entire sur-

face area of the table must be available 

for use by the observer. Any area for 

the observer sampling scale is in addi-

tion to the minimum space require-

ments for the table. The observer’s 

sampling table must be secured to the 

floor or wall. 

(v) Diverter board aboard at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The conveyor belt con-

veying unsorted catch must have a re-

movable board (diverter board) to 

allow all fish to be diverted from the 

belt directly into the observer’s sam-

pling baskets. The diverter board must 

be located downstream of the scale 

used to weigh total catch. At least 1 m 

of accessible belt space, located down-

stream of the scale used to weigh total 

catch, must be available for the observ-

er’s use when sampling. 

(vi) Other requirement for at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The sampling station 

must be in a well-drained area that in-

cludes floor grating (or other material 

that prevents slipping), lighting ade-

quate for day or night sampling, and a 

hose that supplies fresh or sea water to 

the observer. 

(vii) Observer sampling scale. The ob-

server sample station must include a 

NMFS-approved platform scale (pursu-

ant to requirements at 50 CFR 

679.28(d)(5)) with a capacity of at least 

50 kg located within 1 m of the observ-

er’s sampling table. The scale must be 

mounted so that the weighing surface 

is no more than 0.7 m above the floor. 

(2) [Reserved] 

§ 660.120 Trawl fishery—crossover pro-
visions. 

(a) General. In addition to the Gen-

eral provisions listed at § 660.60, sub-

part C, the crossover provisions of this 

section apply to vessels operating in 

the limited entry trawl fishery. 

(b) Operating in north-south manage-
ment areas with different trip limits—(1) 

Minor Rockfish. 
(i) If a trawl vessel takes and retains 

minor shelf rockfish south of 40°10′N. 

lat., that vessel is also permitted to 

take and retain, possess, or land 

yellowtail rockfish up to its cumu-

lative limits north of 40°10′N. lat., even 

if yellowtail rockfish is part of the 

landings from minor shelf rockfish 

taken and retained south of 40°10′N. lat. 

Widow rockfish is included in overall 

shelf rockfish limits for all gear 

groups. 
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