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provide his or her name and address, 

the name of the vessel, and the type of 

fishing gear used. 

(3) The Regional Administrator may, 

after consultation with the Council, 

act to modify the information to be 

provided on the fishing record forms. 

(b) Any person who is required to do 

so by the applicable state law must 

make and/or file, retain, or make avail-

able any and all reports of HMS con-

taining all data, and in the exact man-

ner, required by the applicable state 

law. 

[69 FR 18453, Apr. 7, 2004] 

§ 660.709 Annual specifications. 
(a) Procedure. (1) In June of each 

year, the HMSMT will deliver a pre-

liminary SAFE report to the Council 

for all HMS with any necessary rec-

ommendations for harvest guidelines, 

quotas or other management measures 

to protect HMS. 

(2) In September of each year, the 

HMSMT will deliver a final SAFE re-

port to the Council. The Council will 

adopt any necessary harvest guide-

lines, quotas or other management 

measures for public review. 

(3) In November each year, the Coun-

cil will take final action on any nec-

essary harvest guidelines, quotas, or 

other management measures and make 

its recommendations to NMFS. 

(4) The Regional Administrator will 

implement through rulemaking any 

necessary and appropriate harvest 

guidelines, quotas, or other manage-

ment measures based on the SAFE re-

port, recommendations from the Coun-

cil, and the requirements contained in 

the FMP. 

(b) Fishing seasons for all species will 

begin on April 1 of each year at 0001 

hours local time and terminate on 

March 31 of each year at 2400 hours 

local time. 

(c) Harvest guidelines, quotas, and 

other management measures an-

nounced for a particular year will be in 

effect the following year unless 

changed through the public review 

process described in paragraph (a) of 

this section. 

(d) Irrespective of the normal review 

process, the Council may propose man-

agement action to protect HMS at any 

time. The Council may adopt a man-

agement cycle different from the one 

described in this section provided that 

such change is made by a majority vote 

of the Council and a 6-month notice of 

the change is given. NMFS will imple-

ment the new schedule through rule-

making. 

§ 660.710 Closure of directed fishery. 
(a) When a quota has been taken, the 

Regional Administrator will announce 

in the FEDERAL REGISTER the date of 

closure of the fishery for the species of 

concern. 

(b) When a harvest guideline has been 

taken, the Regional Administrator will 

initiate review of the species of con-

cern according to section 8.4.8 of the 

FMP and publish in the FEDERAL REG-

ISTER any necessary and appropriate 

regulations following Council rec-

ommendations. 

§ 660.711 General catch restrictions. 
(a) Prohibited species. HMS under 

the FMP for which quotas have been 

achieved and the fishery closed are pro-

hibited species. In addition, the fol-

lowing are prohibited species: 

(1) Any species of salmon. 

(2) Great white shark. 

(3) Basking shark. 

(4) Megamouth shark. 

(5) Pacific halibut. 

(b) Incidental landings. HMS caught 

by gear not authorized by this subpart 

may be landed in incidental amounts 

as follows: 

(1) Drift gillnet vessels with 

stretched mesh less than 14 inches may 

land up to 10 HMS per trip, except that 

no swordfish may be landed. 

(2) Bottom longline vessels may land 

up to 20 percent by weight of manage-

ment unit sharks in landings of all spe-

cies, or 3 individual sharks of the spe-

cies in the management unit, which-

ever is greater. 

(3) Trawl and pot gear vessels may 

land up to 1 percent by weight of man-

agement unit sharks in a landing of all 

species or 2 individual sharks of the 

species in the management unit, 

whichever is greater. 

(c) Marlin prohibition. The sale of 

striped marlin by a vessel with a per-

mit under this subpart is prohibited. 

(d) Sea turtle handling and resuscita-
tion. All sea turtles taken incidentally 
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in fishing operations by any HMS ves-

sel other than vessels subject to 

§ 660.712 must be handled in accordance 

with 50 CFR 223.206(d)(1). 

§ 660.712 Longline fishery. 
(a) Gear and fishing restrictions. (1) 

Owners and operators of vessels reg-

istered for use of longline gear may not 

use longline gear to fish for or target 

HMS within the U.S. EEZ. 

(2) Owners and operators of vessels 

registered for use of longline gear may 

not make shallow sets with longline 

gear to fish for or target swordfish 

(Xiphias gladius) west of 150° W. long. 

and north of the equator (0° N. lat.). 

(3) A person aboard a vessel reg-

istered for use of longline gear fishing 

for HMS west of 150° W. long. and north 

of the equator (0° N. lat.) may not pos-

sess or deploy any float line that is 

shorter than or equal to 20 m (65.6 ft or 

10.9 fm). As used in this paragraph, 

float line means a line used to suspend 

the main longline beneath a float. 

(4) From April 1 through May 31, 

owners and operators of vessels reg-

istered for use of longline gear may not 

use longline gear in waters bounded on 

the south by 0° lat., on the north by 15° 
N. lat., on the east by 145° W. long., and 

on the west by 180° long. 

(5) From April 1 through May 31, 

owners and operators of vessels reg-

istered for use of longline gear may not 

receive from another vessel HMS that 

were harvested by longline gear in wa-

ters bounded on the south by 0° lat., on 

the north by 15° N. lat., on the east by 

145° W. long., and on the west by 180° 
long. 

(6) From April 1 through May 31, 

owners and operators of vessels reg-

istered for use of longline gear may not 

land or transship HMS that were har-

vested by longline gear in waters 

bounded on the south by 0° lat., on the 

north by 15° N. lat., on the east by 145° 
W. long., and on the west by 180° long. 

(7) No light stick may be possessed 

on board a vessel registered for use of 

longline gear during fishing trips that 

include any fishing west of 150° W. 

long. and north of the equator (0° N. 

lat.). A light stick as used in this para-

graph is any type of light emitting de-

vice, including any flourescent glow 

bead, chemical, or electrically powered 

light that is affixed underwater to the 

longline gear. 

(8) When a conventional 

monofilament longline is deployed in 

waters west of 150° W. long. and north 

of the equator (0° N. lat.) by a vessel 

registered for use of longline gear, no 

fewer than 15 branch lines may be set 

between any two floats. Vessel opera-

tors using basket-style longline gear 

must set a minimum of 10 branch lines 

between any 2 floats when fishing in 

waters north of the equator. 

(9) Longline gear deployed west of 

150° W. long. and north of the equator 

(0° N. lat.) by a vessel registered for use 

of longline gear must be deployed such 

that the deepest point of the main 

longline between any two floats, i.e., 
the deepest point in each sag of the 

main line, is at a depth greater than 

100 m (328.1 ft or 54.6 fm) below the sea 

surface. 

(10) Owners and operators of longline 

vessels registered for use of longline 

gear may land or posses no more than 

10 swordfish from a fishing trip where 

any part of the trip included fishing 

west of 150° W. long. and north of the 

equator (0° N. lat.). 

(11) Owners and operators of longline 

vessels registered for use of longline 

gear are subject to the provisions at 50 

CFR part 223 prohibiting shallow sets 

to target swordfish in waters beyond 

the U.S. EEZ and east of 150° W. long. 

and establishing that no more than 10 

swordfish may be landed by a longline 

vessel registered for use of longline 

gear from a trip if any sets of longline 

gear were made on that trip in those 

waters. 

(b) Sea turtle take mitigation measures. 
(1) Owners and operators of vessels reg-

istered for use of longline gear must 

carry aboard their vessels line clippers 

meeting the minimum design standards 

specified in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-

tion, dip nets meeting minimum stand-

ards specified in paragraph (b)(3) of 

this section, and wire or bolt cutters 

capable of cutting through the vessel’s 

hooks. These items must be used to 

disengage any hooked or entangled sea 

turtles with the least harm possible to 

the sea turtles and as close to the hook 

as possible in accordance with the re-

quirements specified in paragraphs 

(b)(4) through (b)(7) of this section. 
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