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(4) In the portion of the U.S. EEZ 

from August 15 through September 30 

within the area bounded by line ex-

tending from Dana Point to Church 

Rock on Santa Catalina Island, to 

Point La Jolla, CA. 

(5) In the portion of the U.S. EEZ 

within 12 nautical miles from the 

mainland shore north of a line extend-

ing west of Point Arguello, CA, to the 

California-Oregon border. 

(6) In the portion of the U.S. EEZ 

within the area bounded by a line from 

the lighthouse at Point Reyes to Noon-

day Rock, to Southeast Farallon Island 

to Pillar Point, CA. 

(7) In the portion of the U.S. EEZ off 

the Oregon coast east of a line approxi-

mating 1000 fathoms as defined by the 

following coordinates: 

42°00′00″ N. lat. 125°10′30″ W. long. 

42°25′39″ N. lat. 124°59′09″ W. long. 

42°30′42″ N. lat. 125°00′46″ W. long. 

42°30′23″ N. lat. 125°04′14″ W. long. 

43°02′56″ N. lat. 125°06′57″ W. long. 

43°01′29″ N. lat. 125°10′55″ W. long. 

43°50′11″ N. lat. 125°19′14″ W. long. 

44°03′23″ N. lat. 125°12′22″ W. long. 

45°00′06″ N. lat. 125°16′42″ W. long. 

45°25′27″ N. lat. 125°16′29″ W. long. 

45°45′37″ N. lat. 125°15′19″ W. long. 

46°04′45″ N. lat. 125°24′41″ W. long. 

46°16′00″ N. lat. 125°20′32″ W. long. 

(8) In the portion of the U.S. EEZ 

north of 46°16′ N. latitude (Washington 

coast). 

(e) Channel Islands area closures. The 

following areas off the Channel Islands 

are closed to driftnet gear: 

(1) San Miguel Island closures. (i) 

Within the portion of the U.S. EEZ 

north of San Miguel Island between a 

line extending 6 nautical miles west of 

Point Bennett, CA, and a line extend-

ing 6 nautical miles east of Cardwell 

Point, CA. 

(ii) Within the portion of the U.S. 

EEZ south of San Miguel Island be-

tween a line extending 10 nautical 

miles west of Point Bennett, CA, and a 

line extending 10 nautical miles east of 

Cardwell Point, CA. 

(2) Santa Rosa Island closure. Within 

the portion of the U.S. EEZ north of 

San Miguel Island between a line ex-

tending 6 nautical miles west from 

Sandy Point, CA, and a line extending 

6 nautical miles east of Skunk Point, 

CA, from May 1 through July 31. 

(3) San Nicolas Island closure. In the 

portion of the U.S. EEZ within a radius 

of 10 nautical miles of 33°16′41″ N. lat., 

119°34′39″ W. long. (west end) from May 

1 through July 31. 

(4) San Clemente Island closure. In the 

portion of the U.S. EEZ within 6 nau-

tical miles of the coastline on the eas-

terly side of San Clemente Island with-

in a line extending 6 nautical miles 

west from 33°02′16″ N. lat., 118°35′27″ W. 

long. and a line extending 6 nautical 

miles east from the light at Pyramid 

Head, CA. 

[69 FR 18453, Apr. 7, 2004, as amended at 72 

FR 31757, June 8, 2007] 

§ 660.714 Purse seine fishery. [Re-
served] 

§ 660.715 Harpoon fishery. [Reserved] 

§ 660.716 Surface hook-and-line fish-
ery. [Reserved] 

§ 660.717 Framework for revising regu-
lations. 

(a) General. NMFS will establish and 

adjust specifications and management 

measures in accordance with proce-

dures and standards in the FMP. 

(b) Annual actions. Annual specifica-

tions are developed and implemented 

according to § 660.709. 

(c) Routine management measures. Con-

sistent with section 3.4 of the FMP, 

management measures designated as 

routine may be adjusted during the 

year after recommendation from the 

Council, approval by NMFS, and publi-

cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(d) Changes to the regulations. Regula-

tions under this subpart may be pro-

mulgated, removed, or revised. Any 

such action will be made according to 

the framework measures in section 

8.3.4 of the FMP and will be published 

in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

§ 660.718 Exempted fishing. 
(a) In the interest of developing an 

efficient and productive fishery for 

HMS, the Regional Administrator may 

issue exempted fishing permits (EFP) 

for the harvest of HMS that otherwise 

would be prohibited. 

(b) No exempted fishing for HMS may 

be conducted unless authorized by an 

EFP issued for the participating vessel 
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in accordance with the criteria and 

procedures specified in 50 CFR 600.745. 

§ 660.719 Scientific observers. 

(a) All fishing vessels with permits 

issued under this subpart and operating 

in HMS fisheries, including catcher/ 

processors, at-sea processors, and ves-

sels that embark from a port in Wash-

ington, Oregon, or California and land 

catch in another area, may be required 

to accommodate an NMFS certified ob-

server on board to collect scientific 

data. 

(b) All vessels with observers on 

board must comply with the safety reg-

ulations at 50 CFR 600.746. 

(c) NMFS shall advise the permit 

holder or the designated agent of any 

observer requirement in response to 

any pre-trip notification in this sub-

part. 

(d) When NMFS notifies the permit 

holder or designated agent of the obli-

gation to carry an observer in response 

to a notification under this subpart or 

as a condition of an EFP issued under 

50 CFR 660.718, the vessel may not en-

gage in the fishery without taking the 

observer. 

(e) A permit holder must accommo-

date a NMFS observer assigned under 

this section. The Regional Administra-

tor’s office, and not the observer, will 

address any concerns raised over ac-

commodations. 

(f) The permit holder, vessel oper-

ator, and crew must cooperate with the 

observer in the performance of the ob-

server’s duties, including: 

(1) Allowing for the embarking and 

debarking of the observer. 

(2) Allowing the observer access to 

all areas of the vessel necessary to con-

duct observer duties. 

(3) Allowing the observer access to 

communications equipment and navi-

gation equipment as necessary to per-

form observer duties. 

(4) Allowing the observer access to 

VMS units to verify operation, obtain 

data, and use the communication capa-

bilities of the units for official pur-

poses. 

(5) Providing accurate vessel loca-

tions by latitude and longitude or 

loran coordinates, upon request by the 

observer. 

(6) Providing sea turtle, marine 

mammal, or sea bird specimens as re-

quested. 

(7) Notifying the observer in a timely 

fashion when commercial fishing oper-

ations are to begin and end. 

(g) The permit holder, operator, and 

crew must comply with other terms 

and conditions to ensure the effective 

deployment and use of observers that 

the Regional Administrator imposes by 

written notice. 

(h) The permit holder must ensure 

that assigned observers are provided 

living quarters comparable to crew 

members and are provided the same 

meals, snacks, and amenities as are 

normally provided to other vessel per-

sonnel. 

§ 660.720 Interim protection for sea 
turtles. 

(a) Until the effective date of 

§§ 660.707 and 660.712 (d) and (e), it is un-

lawful for any person who is not oper-

ating under a Hawaii longline limited 

access permit under § 660.21(b) to do 

any of the following: 

(1) Direct fishing effort toward the 

harvest of swordfish (Xiphias gladius) 
using longline gear deployed on the 

high seas of the Pacific Ocean west of 

150° W. long. and north of the equator 

(0° lat.). 

(2) Possess a light stick on board a 

longline vessel on the high seas of the 

Pacific Ocean west of 150° W. long. 

north of the equator. A light stick as 

used in this paragraph is any type of 

light emitting device, including any 

fluorescent glow bead, chemical, or 

electrically powered light that is af-

fixed underwater to the longline gear. 

(3) An operator of a longline vessel 

subject to this section may land or pos-

sess no more than 10 swordfish from a 

fishing trip where any part of the trip 

included fishing west of 150° W. long. 

and north of the equator (0° N. lat.). 

(4) Fail to employ basket-style 

longline gear such that the mainline is 

deployed slack when fishing on the 

high seas of the Pacific Ocean west of 

150° W. long. north of the equator. 

(5) When a conventional 

monofilament longline is deployed by a 

vessel subject to this section, no fewer 

than 15 branch lines may be set be-

tween any two floats. Vessel operators 
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