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permit holder receives actual notice of 

the measures. 

(ii) Emergency protective measures 

are effective for 10 days from the day 

following the day the first permit hold-

er is notified of the protective meas-

ures. 

(iii) Emergency protective measures 

may be extended for an additional 10 

days, if necessary, to allow the comple-

tion of the procedures set out in 

§ 665.252. 

§ 665.249 Lobster size and condition 
restrictions in Permit Area 2. 

(a) Only spiny lobsters with a cara-

pace length of 8.26 cm or greater may 

be retained (see Figure 1 to this part). 

(b) Any lobster with a punctured or 

mutilated body, or a separated cara-

pace and tail, may not be retained. 

(c) A female lobster of any size may 

not be retained if it is carrying eggs ex-

ternally. Eggs may not be removed 

from female lobsters. 

§ 665.250 Closed seasons. 
(a) Lobster fishing is prohibited in 

Permit Area 1 during the months of 

January through June, inclusive. 

(b) Lobster fishing is prohibited in 

Permit Area 2 during the months of 

May, June, July, and August. 

§ 665.251 Closed areas. 
All lobster fishing is prohibited: 

(a) Within 20 nm of Laysan Island. 

(b) Within the EEZ landward of the 

10-fathom curve as depicted on Na-

tional Ocean Survey Charts, Numbers 

19022, 19019, and 19016. 

§ 665.252 Harvest limitation program. 
(a) General. Harvest guidelines for the 

Necker Island Lobster Grounds, Gard-

ner Pinnacles Lobster Grounds, Maro 

Reef Lobster Grounds, and General 

NWHI Lobster Grounds for Permit 

Area 1 will be set annually for the cal-

endar year and shall: 

(1) Apply to the total catch of spiny 

and slipper lobsters. 

(2) Be expressed in terms of numbers 

of lobsters. 

(b) Harvest guideline. (1) The Regional 

Administrator shall use information 

from daily lobster catch reports and 

lobster sales reports from previous 

years, and may use information from 

research sampling and other sources to 

establish the annual harvest guideline 

in accordance with the FEP after con-

sultation with the Council. 

(2) NMFS shall publish a document 

indicating the annual harvest guideline 

in the FEDERAL REGISTER by February 

28 of each year and shall use other 

means to notify permit holders of the 

harvest guideline for the year. 

(3) The Regional Administrator shall 

determine, on the basis of the informa-

tion reported to NMFS by the operator 

of each vessel fishing, when the harvest 

guideline for each lobster ground will 

be reached. 

(4) Notice of the date when the har-

vest guideline for a lobster ground is 

expected to be reached and specifica-

tion of the closure date of the lobster 

grounds will be provided to each permit 

holder and/or operator of each per-

mitted vessel at least 24 hours in ad-

vance of the closure. After a closure, 

the harvest of lobster in that lobster 

ground is prohibited, and the posses-

sion of lobster traps on board the ves-

sel in that lobster ground is prohibited 

unless allowed under § 665.245(a)(8). 

(5) With respect to the notification in 

paragraph (b)(4) of this section, NMFS 

shall provide each permit holder and 

operator of each permitted vessel with 

the following information, as appro-

priate: 

(i) Determination of when the overall 

harvest guideline for Crustacean Per-

mit Area 1 will be reached; 

(ii) Closure date after which harvest 

of lobster or possession of lobster traps 

on board the vessel in a lobster grounds 

is prohibited; 

(iii) Closure date after which the pos-

session of lobster traps on board the 

vessel in Crustacean Permit Area 1 is 

prohibited by any permitted vessel 

that is not operating a VMS unit cer-

tified by NMFS; and 

(iv) Specification of when further 

landings of lobster will be prohibited 

by permitted vessels not carrying an 

operational VMS unit, certified by 

NMFS, on board. 

(c) Monitoring and adjustment. The op-

erator of each vessel fishing during the 

open season shall report lobster catch 

(by species) and effort (number of trap 

hauls) data while at sea to NMFS in 

Honolulu. The Regional Administrator 
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