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Fishery Conservation and Management § 679.61 

(3) Competitive harm. In exceptional 

circumstances, the owners and opera-

tors of vessels may provide to the Re-

gional Administrator written justifica-

tion at the time observer data are sub-

mitted, or within a reasonable time 

thereafter, that disclosure of the infor-

mation listed in paragraphs (k) (1) and 

(2) of this section could reasonably be 

expected to cause substantial competi-

tive harm. The determination whether 

to disclose the information will be 

made pursuant to 15 CFR 4.7. 

[61 FR 56431, Nov. 1, 1996] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-

tations affecting § 679.50, see the List of CFR 

Sections Affected, which appears in the 

Finding Aids section of the printed volume 

and on GPO Access. 

Subpart F—American Fisheries Act 
and Aleutian Island Directed 
Pollock Fishery Management 
Measures 

SOURCE: 67 FR 79734, Dec. 30, 2002, unless 

otherwise noted. 

§ 679.60 Authority and related regula-
tions. 

(a) Regulations under this subpart 

were developed by the National Marine 

Fisheries Service and the North Pacific 

Fishery Management Council to imple-

ment the American Fisheries Act 

(AFA) (Div. C, Title II, Subtitle II, 

Public Law 105–277, 112 Stat. 2681 (1998)) 

and the Consolidated Appropriations 

Act of 2004 (Public Law 108–199, Sec. 

803). Additional regulations in this part 

that implement specific provisions of 

the AFA and Consolidated Appropria-

tions Act of 2004 are set out at §§ 679.2 

Definitions, 679.4 Permits, 679.5 Record-

keeping and reporting (R &R), 679.7 

Prohibitions, 679.20 General limita-

tions, 679.21 Prohibited species bycatch 

management, 679.28 Equipment and 

operational requirements, 679.31 CDQ 

reserves, and 679.50 Groundfish Ob-

server Program. 

(b) Regulations developed by the De-

partment of Transportation to imple-

ment provisions of the AFA are found 

at 46 CFR part 356. 

[70 FR 9867, Mar. 1, 2005] 

§ 679.61 Formation and operation of 
fishery cooperatives. 

(a) Who is liable for violations by a fish-
ery cooperative and cooperative members? 
A fishery cooperative must comply 

with the provisions of this section. The 

owners and operators of vessels that 

are members of a fishery cooperative, 

including vessels under contract to a 

cooperative, are responsible for ensur-

ing that the fishery cooperative com-

plies with the directed fishing, 

sideboard closures, PSC limits and 

other allocations and restrictions that 

are applicable to the fishery coopera-

tive. The owners and operators of ves-

sels that are members of a fishery co-

operative, including vessels under con-

tract to a cooperative, are responsible 

for ensuring that all fishery coopera-

tive members comply with the directed 

fishing, sideboard closures, PSC limits 

and other allocations and restrictions 

that are applicable to the fishery coop-

erative. 

(b) Who must comply this section? Any 

fishery cooperative formed under sec-

tion 1 of the Fisherman’s Collective 

Marketing Act 1934 (15 U.S.C. 521) for 

the purpose of cooperatively managing 

directed fishing for BS subarea pollock 

must comply with the provisions of 

this section. The owners and operators 

of all the member vessels that are sig-

natories to a fishery cooperative are 

jointly and severally responsible for 

compliance with the requirements of 

this section. 

(c) Designated representative and agent 
for service of process. Each cooperative 

must appoint a designated representa-

tive and agent for service of process 

and must ensure that the cooperative’s 

designated representative and agent for 

service of process comply with the reg-

ulations in this part. 

(1) What is a designated representative? 
Any cooperative formed under this sec-

tion must appoint a designated rep-

resentative to fulfill regulatory re-

quirements on behalf of the coopera-

tive including, but not limited to, fil-

ing of cooperative contracts, filing of 

annual reports, and in the case of 

inshore sector catcher vessel coopera-

tives, signing cooperative fishing per-

mit applications and completing and 

submitting inshore catcher vessel pol-

lock cooperative catch reports. The 
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