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observer, and allow the sea sampler/ob-

server access to and use of the vessel’s 

navigation equipment and personnel 

upon request to determine the vessel’s 

position. 

(4) Notify the sea sampler/observer in 

a timely fashion of when fishing oper-

ations are to begin and end. 

(5) Allow for the embarking and de-

barking of the sea sampler/observer, as 

specified by the Regional Adminis-

trator, ensuring that transfers of sea 

samplers/observers at sea are accom-

plished in a safe manner, via small 

boat or raft, during daylight hours as 

weather and sea conditions allow, and 

with the agreement of the sea sam-

plers/observers involved. 

(6) Allow the sea sampler/observer 

free and unobstructed access to the 

vessel’s bridge, working decks, holding 

bins, weight scales, holds, and any 

other space used to hold, process, 

weigh, or store fish. 

(7) Allow the sea sampler/observer to 

inspect and copy the vessel’s log, com-

munications log, and records associ-

ated with the catch and distribution of 

fish for that trip. 

(e) The owner or operator of a vessel 

issued a Federal limited access Amer-

ican lobster permit, if requested by the 

sea sampler/observer also must: 

(1) Notify the sea sampler/observer of 

any sea turtles, marine mammals, or 

other specimens taken by the vessel. 

(2) Provide the sea sampler/observer 

with sea turtles, marine mammals, or 

other specimens taken by the vessel. 

(f) NMFS may accept sea sampler/ob-

server coverage funded by outside 

sources if: 

(1) All coverage conducted by such 

sea samplers/observers is determined 

by NMFS to be in compliance with 

NMFS’ sea sampler/observer guidelines 

and procedures. 

(2) The owner or operator of the ves-

sel complies with all other provisions 

of this part. 

(3) The sea sampler/observer is ap-

proved by the Regional Administrator. 

Subpart B—Management 
Measures 

§ 697.17 Non-trap harvest restrictions. 
(a) Non-trap landing limits. In addition 

to the prohibitions set forth in § 600.725 

of this chapter, it is unlawful for a ves-

sel with any non-trap gear on board ca-

pable of catching lobsters, or, that 

fishes for, takes, catches, or harvests 

lobster on a fishing trip in or from the 

EEZ by a method other than traps, to 

possess, retain on board, or land, in ex-

cess of 100 lobsters (or parts thereof), 

for each lobster day-at-sea or part of a 

lobster day-at-sea, up to a maximum of 

500 lobsters (or parts thereof) for any 

one trip, unless otherwise restricted by 

§ 648.80(a)(3)(i), (a)(4)(i)(A), (a)(8)(i), 

(a)(9)(i)(D), (a)(12)(i)(A), (a)(13)(i)(A), 

(b)(3)(ii) or § 697.7(c)(2)(i)(C) of this 

chapter. 

(b) All persons that fish for, take, 

catch, or harvest lobsters on a fishing 

trip in or from the EEZ are prohibited 

from transferring or attempting to 

transfer American lobster from one 

vessel to another vessel. 

(c) Any vessel on a fishing trip in the 

EEZ that fishes for, takes, catches, or 

harvests lobster by a method other 

than traps may not possess on board, 

deploy, fish with, or haul back traps. 

§ 697.18 Lobster management areas. 
The following lobster management 

areas are established for purposes of 

implementing the management meas-

ures specified in this part. (A copy of a 

chart showing the American lobster 

EEZ management areas is available 

upon request to the Office of the Re-

gional Administrator, NMFS, 1 

Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 

01930.) 

(a) EEZ Nearshore Management Area 1. 
EEZ Nearshore Management Area 1 is 

defined by the area, including state and 

Federal waters that are nearshore in 

the Gulf of Maine, bounded by straight 

lines connecting the following points, 

in the order stated, and the coastline of 

Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachu-

setts to the northernmost point of 

Cape Cod: 

Point Latitude Longitude 

A ............................................ 43°58′N. 67°22′W. 
B ............................................ 43°41′N. 68°00′N. 
C ............................................ 43°12′N. 69°00′W. 
D ............................................ 42°49′N. 69°40′W. 
E ............................................ 42°15.5′N. 70°40′W. 
F ............................................ 42°10′N. 69°56′W. 
G ............................................ 42°05.5′N. 70°14′W. 
G1 .......................................... 42°04.25′N. 70°17.22′W. 
G2 .......................................... 42°02.84′N. 70°16.1′W. 
G3 .......................................... 42°03.35′N. 70°14.2′W. 
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