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§ 1212.23 Qualified national organiza-
tion representing producer inter-
ests. 

‘‘Qualified national organization rep-
resenting producer interests’’ means an 
organization that the Secretary cer-
tifies as being eligible to nominate pro-
ducer and alternate producer members 
of the Board under § 1212.42. 

§ 1212.24 Qualified national organiza-
tion representing cooperative inter-
ests. 

‘‘Qualified national organization rep-
resenting cooperative interests’’ means 
an organization that the Secretary cer-
tifies as being eligible to nominate co-
operative and alternate cooperative 
members of the Board under § 1212.42. 

§ 1212.25 Referendum. 

‘‘Referendum’’ means a referendum 
to be conducted by the Secretary pur-
suant to the Act whereby first handlers 
and importers shall be given the oppor-
tunity to vote to determine whether 
the implementation of or continuance 
of this part is favored by a majority of 
eligible persons voting in the ref-
erendum and a majority of volume 
voted in the referendum. 

§ 1212.26 Research. 

‘‘Research’’ means any type of test, 
study, or analysis designed to advance 
the image, desirability, use, market-
ability, production, product develop-
ment, or quality of honey and honey 
products, including research relating 
to nutritional value, cost of produc-
tion, new product development, testing 
the effectiveness of market develop-
ment and promotion efforts. Such term 
shall also include studies on bees to ad-
vance the cost effectiveness, competi-
tiveness, efficiency, pest and disease 
control, and other management aspects 
of beekeeping, honey production, and 
honey bees. 

§ 1212.27 Secretary. 

‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of 
Agriculture of the United States, or 
any other officer or employee of the 
Department to whom authority the 
Secretary delegated the authority to 
act on his or her behalf. 

§ 1212.28 Suspend. 
‘‘Suspend’’ means to issue a rule 

under 5 U.S.C. 553 to temporarily pre-
vent the operation of an order or part 
thereof during a particular period of 
time specified in the rule. 

§ 1212.29 State. 
‘‘State’’ means any of the fifty 

States of the United States of America, 
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico and the terri-
tories and possessions of the United 
States. 

§ 1212.30 Terminate. 
‘‘Terminate’’ means to issue a rule 

under 5 U.S.C. 553 to cancel perma-
nently the operation of an order or 
part thereof beginning on a date cer-
tain specified in the rule. 

§ 1212.31 United States. 
‘‘United States’’ means collectively 

the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and 
the territories and possessions of the 
United States. 

§ 1212.32 United States Customs Serv-
ice. 

‘‘United States Customs Service’’ or 
‘‘Customs’’ means the United States 
Customs and Border Protection, an 
agency of the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

HONEY PACKERS AND IMPORTERS BOARD 

§ 1212.40 Establishment and member-
ship. 

The Honey Packers and Importers 
Board is established to administer the 
terms and provisions of this part. The 
Board shall have ten members, com-
posed of three first handler representa-
tives, two importer representatives, 
one importer-handler representative, 
three producer representatives, and one 
marketing cooperative representative. 
The importer-handler representative 
must import at least 75 percent of the 
honey or honey products they market 
in the United States and handle at 
least 250,000 pounds annually. In addi-
tion, the producer representatives 
must produce a minimum of 150,000 
pounds of honey in the United States 
annually based on the best three-year 
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