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average of the most recent five cal-
endar years, as certified by producers. 
The Secretary will appoint members to 
the Board from nominees submitted in 
accordance with § 1212.42. The Sec-
retary shall also appoint an alternate 
for each member. 

§ 1212.41 Term of office. 
With the exception of the initial 

Board, each Board member and alter-
nate will serve a three-year term or 
until the Secretary selects his or her 
successor. No member or alternate may 
serve more than two consecutive 
terms, excluding any initial two-year 
term of office. The terms of the initial 
Board members shall be staggered for 
two-, three-, and four-year terms. For 
the initial Board, one producer, one 
first handler, one importer, and the 
representative of a national honey co-
operative will serve a two-year term of 
office. One producer, one first handler, 
and the importer-handler representa-
tive, will serve a three-year term of of-
fice. One producer, one first handler, 
and one importer will serve a four-year 
term of office. Determination of which 
of the initial members and their alter-
nates shall serve two-year, three-year 
or four-year terms, shall be designated 
by the Secretary. Thereafter, each of 
these positions will carry a full three- 
year term. Members serving initial 
terms of two or four years will be eligi-
ble to serve a second term of three 
years. Each term of office will end on 
December 31, with new terms of office 
beginning on January 1. If this part be-
comes effective on a date such that the 
initial period is less than six months in 
duration, then the tolling of time for 
purposes of this subsection shall not 
begin until the beginning of the first 
12-month fiscal period. 

§ 1212.42 Nominations and appoint-
ments. 

All nominations to the Board will be 
made as follows: 

(a) All qualified national organiza-
tions representing first handler inter-
ests will have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a nomination caucus and 
will, to the extent practical, submit as 
a group a single slate of nominations 
to the Secretary for the first handler 
positions and the alternate positions 

on the Board. If the Secretary deter-
mines that there are no qualified na-
tional organizations representing first 
handler interests, individual first han-
dlers who have paid assessments to the 
Board in the most recent fiscal period 
may submit nominations. For the ini-
tial Board, persons that meet the defi-
nition of first handlers as defined in 
this subpart will certify their quali-
fication and upon certification, if 
qualified, may submit nominations. 

(b) All qualified national organiza-
tions representing importer interests 
will have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a nomination caucus and will, 
to the extent practical, submit as a 
group a single slate of nominations to 
the Secretary for importer positions, 
for the importer-handler position and 
for the alternate positions on the 
Board. If the Secretary determines 
that there are no qualified national or-
ganizations representing importer in-
terests, individual importers who have 
paid assessments to the Board in the 
most recent fiscal period may submit 
nominations. For the initial Board, 
persons that meet the definition of im-
porter as defined in this subpart will 
certify such qualification and upon cer-
tification, if qualified, may submit 
nominations. 

(c) All qualified national organiza-
tions representing producer interests 
will have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a nomination caucus and will, 
to the extent practical, submit as a 
group a single slate of nominations to 
the Secretary for the producer posi-
tions and the producer alternate posi-
tions on the Board. If the Secretary de-
termines that there are no qualified 
national organizations representing 
producer interests, individual pro-
ducers may submit nominations to the 
Secretary. For the initial Board, per-
sons that meet the definition of pro-
ducer as defined in this subpart will 
certify such qualification and upon cer-
tification, if qualified, may submit 
nominations. 

(d) For the purposes of this subpart, a 
national honey-marketing cooperative 
means any entity that is organized 
under the Capper-Volstead Act (7 
U.S.C. 291) or state law as a coopera-
tive and markets honey or honey prod-
ucts in at least 20 states. All national 
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