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7 CFR Ch. XVIII (1–1–09 Edition) § 1940.551 

Subparts J–K [Reserved] 

Subpart L—Methodology and For-
mulas for Allocation of Loan 
and Grant Program Funds 

SOURCE: 50 FR 24180, June 10, 1985, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1940.551 Purpose and general policy. 
(a) The purpose of this subpart is to 

set forth the methodology and for-
mulas by which the Administrator of 
the Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA) or its successor agency under 
Public Law 103–354 allocates program 
funds to the States. (The term State 
means any of the States of the United 
States, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, any territory or possession of the 
United States, or the Western Pacific 
Areas.) This subpart is inapplicable to 
Farm Service Agency, Farm Loan Pro-
grams. 

(b) The formulas in this subpart are 
used to allocate program loan and 
grant funds to State Offices so that the 
overall mission of the Agency can be 
carried out. Considerations used when 
developing the formulas include ena-
bling legislation, congressional direc-
tion, and administration policies. Allo-
cation formulas ensure that program 
resources are available on an equal 
basis to all eligible individuals and or-
ganizations. 

(c) The actual amounts of funds, as 
computed by the methodology and for-
mulas contained herein, allocated to a 
State for a funding period are distrib-
uted to each State Office by an exhibit 
to this subpart. The exhibit is available 
for review in any FmHA or its suc-
cessor agency under Public Law 103–354 
State Office. The exhibit also contains 
clarifications of allocation policies and 
provides further guidance to the State 
Directors on any suballocation within 
the State. FmHA or its successor agen-
cy under Public Law 103–354 will pub-
lish a Notice of Availability of Rural 
Housing funds in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER each year. 

[49 FR 3727, Jan. 30, 1984, as amended at 53 
FR 26229, July 12, 1988; 55 FR 29560, July 20, 
1990; 56 FR 66960, Dec. 27, 1991; 72 FR 64122, 
Nov. 15, 2007] 

§ 1940.552 Definitions. 

(a) Amount available for allocation. 
Funds appropriated or otherwise made 
availiable to the Agency for use in au-
thorized programs. On occasion, the al-
location of funds to States may not be 
practical for a particular program due 
to funding or administrative con-
straints. In these cases, funds will be 
controlled by the National Office. 

(b) Basic formula criteria, data source 
and weight. Basic formulas are used to 
calculate a basic state factor as a part 
of the methodology for allocating funds 
to the States. The formulas take a 
number of criteria that reflect the 
funding needs for a particular program 
and through a normalization and 
weighting process for each of the cri-
teria calculate the basic State Factor 
(SF). The data sources used for each 
criteria is believed to be the most cur-
rent and reliable information that ade-
quately quantifies the criterion. The 
weight, expressed as a percentage, 
gives a relative value to the impor-
tance of each of the criteria. 

(c) Basic formula allocation. The result 
of multiplying the amount available 
for allocation less the total of any 
amounts held in reserve or distributed 
by base or administrative allocation 
times the basic State factor for each 
State. The basic formula allocation 
(BFA) for an individual State is equal 
to: 

BFA=(Amount available for allocation¥NO 
reserve¥Total base and administrative 
allocations)×SF. 

(d) Transition formula. A formula 
based on a proportional amount of pre-
vious year allocation used to maintain 
program continuity by preventing 
large fluctuations in individual State 
allocations. The transition formula 
limits allocation shifts to any par-
ticular State in the event of changes 
from year to year of the basic formula, 
the basic criteria, or the weights given 
the criteria. The transition formula 
first checks whether the current year’s 
basic formula allocation is within the 
transition range (+ or ¥percentage 
points of the proportional amount of 
the previous year’s BFA). 
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