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washers. Chlorine or quaternary sani-
tizing rinse water may be used as part 
of the replacement water, provided, 
they are compatible with the washing 
compound. Iodine sanitizing rinse 
water may not be used as part of the 
replacement water. 

(7) Only potable water may be used to 
wash eggs. Each official plant shall 
submit certification to the national of-
fice stating that their water supply is 
potable. An analysis of the iron con-
tent of the water supply, stated in 
parts per million, is also required. 
When the iron content exceeds 2 parts 
per million, equipment shall be pro-
vided to reduce the iron content below 
the maximum allowed level. Frequency 
of testing for potability and iron con-
tent shall be determined by the Admin-
istrator. When the water source is 
changed, new tests are required. 

(8) Waste water from the egg washing 
operation shall be piped directly to 
drains. 

(9) The washing, rinsing, and drying 
operations shall be continuous and 
shall be completed as rapidly as pos-
sible to maximize conservation of the 
egg’s quality and to prevent sweating 
of eggs. Eggs shall not be allowed to 
stand or soak in water. Immersion-type 
washers shall not be used. 

(10) Prewetting shell eggs prior to 
washing may be accomplished by 
spraying a continuous flow of water 
over the eggs in a manner which per-
mits the water to drain away or other 
methods which may be approved by the 
Administrator. The temperature of the 
water shall be the same as prescribed 
in this section. 

(11) Washed eggs shall be spray-rinsed 
with water having a temperature equal 
to, or warmer than, the temperature of 
the wash water. The spray-rinse water 
shall contain a sanitizer that has been 
determined acceptable for the intended 
use by the national supervisor and of 
not less than 100 p/m nor more than 200 
p/m of available chlorine or its equiva-
lent. Alternate procedures, in lieu of a 
sanitizer rinse, may be approved by the 
national supervisor. 

(12) Test kits shall be provided and 
used to determine the strength of the 
sanitizing solution. 

(13) During non-processing periods, 
eggs shall be removed from the wash-

ing and rinsing area of the egg washer 
and from the scanning area whenever 
there is a buildup of heat that may di-
minish the quality of the egg. 

(14) Washed eggs shall be reasonably 
dry before packaging and packing. 

(15) Steam, vapors, or odors origi-
nating from the washing and rinsing 
operation shall be continuously and di-
rectly exhausted to the outside of the 
building. 

(g) Requirements for eggs officially 
identified with a grademark. (1) Shell 
eggs that are officially identified with 
a grademark shall be placed under re-
frigeration at an ambient temperature 
no greater than 45 °F (7.2 °C) promptly 
after packaging. 

(2) Eggs that are to be officially iden-
tified with the grademark shall be 
packed only in new or good used pack-
ing material and new packaging mate-
rials that are clean, free of mold, 
mustiness and off odors, and must be of 
sufficient strength and durability to 
adequately protect the eggs during nor-
mal distribution. When packed in other 
than fiber packing material, the con-
tainers must be of sound construction 
and maintained in a reasonably clean 
manner. 

(h) Use of approved chemicals and com-
pounds. (1) All egg washing and equip-
ment cleaning compounds, defoamers, 
destainers, sanitizers, inks, oils, lubri-
cants, or any other compound that 
comes into contact with the shell eggs 
shall be approved by the national su-
pervisor for their specified use and han-
dled in accordance with the manufac-
turer’s instructions. 

(2) All pesticides, insecticides, and 
rodenticides shall be approved for their 
specified use and handled in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

[69 FR 76376, Dec. 21, 2004] 

§ 56.77 Health and hygiene of per-
sonnel. 

(a) No person known to be affected by 
a communicable or infectious disease 
shall be permitted to come in contact 
with the product. 

(b) Plant personnel coming into con-
tact with the product shall wear clean 
clothing. 

[32 FR 8232, June 8, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981] 
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PART 57—INSPECTION OF EGGS 
(EGG PRODUCTS INSPECTION ACT) 

Subpart A—Regulations Governing the 
Inspection of Eggs 

GENERAL 

Sec. 
57.1 Definitions. 
57.10 Administration. 
57.13 Federal and State cooperation. 
57.17 Nondiscrimination. 
57.18 OMB control number. 

SCOPE OF INSPECTION 

57.20 Inspection in accordance with methods 
prescribed or approved. 

57.22 Basis of service. 
57.28 Inspections. 

RELATION TO OTHER AUTHORITIES 

57.35 Eggs in commerce. 

EGGS NOT INTENDED FOR HUMAN FOOD 

57.45 Prohibition on eggs not intended for 
use as human food. 

EXEMPTIONS 

57.100 Specific exemptions. 
57.105 Suspension or termination of exemp-

tions. 

PERFORMANCE OF SERVICES 

57.110 Licensed inspectors. 
57.112 Suspension of license or authority; 

revocation. 
57.114 Surrender of license. 
57.119 Political activity. 
57.120 Financial interest of inspectors. 
57.130 Identification. 
57.132 Access to plants. 
57.134 Accessibility of product. 

RECORDS AND RELATED REQUIREMENTS FOR 
EGG HANDLERS AND RELATED INDUSTRIES 

57.200 Records and related requirements. 
57.220 Information and assistance to be fur-

nished to inspectors. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION 

57.240 Detaining product. 

APPEAL OF AN INSPECTION 

57.300 Who may request an appeal inspec-
tion. 

57.310 Where to file an appeal. 
57.320 How to file an appeal. 
57.330 When an application for an appeal in-

spection may be refused. 
57.340 Who shall perform the appeal. 
57.350 Procedures for selecting appeal sam-

ples. 
57.360 Appeal inspection certificates. 
57.370 Cost of appeals. 

RETENTION 

57.426 Retention. 

REGISTRATION OF SHELL EGG HANDLERS 

57.690 Persons required to register. 

INSPECTION AND DISPOSITION OF RESTRICTED 
EGGS 

57.700 Prohibition on disposition of re-
stricted eggs. 

57.720 Disposition of restricted eggs. 

IDENTIFICATION OF RESTRICTED EGGS OR EGG 
PRODUCTS NOT INTENDED FOR HUMAN CON-
SUMPTION 

57.800 Identification of restricted eggs. 
57.801 Nest run or washed ungraded eggs. 
57.840 Identification of inedible, unwhole-

some, or adulterated egg products. 
57.860 Identification wording. 

IMPORTS 

57.900 Requirements for importation of re-
stricted eggs into the United States. 

57.905 Importation of restricted eggs or eggs 
containing more restricted eggs than 
permitted in the official standards for 
U.S. Consumer Grade B. 

57.915 Foreign inspection certification re-
quired. 

57.920 Importer to make application for in-
spection of imported eggs. 

57.925 Inspection of imported eggs. 
57.930 Imported eggs; retention in customs 

custody; delivery under bond; movement 
prior to inspection; sealing; handling; fa-
cilities, and assistance. 

57.935 Means of conveyance and equipment 
used in handling eggs to be maintained 
in sanitary condition. 

57.945 Foreign eggs offered for importation; 
reporting of findings to customs; han-
dling of products refused entry. 

57.950 Labeling of containers of eggs for im-
portation. 

57.955 Labeling of shipping containers of 
eggs for importation. 

57.960 Small importations for consignee’s 
personal use, display, or laboratory anal-
ysis. 

57.965 Returned U.S. inspected and marked 
products; not importations. 

57.970 Charges for storage, cartage, and 
labor with respect to products imported 
contrary to the Act. 

Subpart B—Rules of Practice Governing 
Proceedings Under the Egg Products 
Inspection Act 

SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY OF RULES OF 
PRACTICE 

57.1000 Administrative proceedings. 

AUTHORITY: 21 U.S.C. 1031–1056. 
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