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under the National School Lunch Pro-
gram, School Breakfast Program, Spe-
cial Milk Program, or is a commodity 
only school shall be provided the same 
benefits. The local educational agen-
cy’s eligibility criteria shall be a part 
of the policy statement required under 
§ 245.10 and shall be publicly announced 
in accordance with the provisions of 
§ 245.5. 

(c) Each School Food Authority shall 
serve free and reduced price meals or 
free milk in the respective programs to 
children eligible under its eligibility 
criteria. When a child is not a member 
of a family (as defined in § 245.2), the 
child shall be considered a family of 
one. In any school which participates 
in more than one of the child nutrition 
programs, eligibility shall be applied 
uniformly so that eligible children re-
ceive the same benefits in each pro-
gram. If a child transfers from one 
school to another school under the ju-
risdiction of the same School Food Au-
thority, his eligibility for free or re-
duced price meals or for free milk, if 
previously established, shall be trans-
ferred to, and honored by, the receiving 
school if it participates in the National 
School Lunch Program, School Break-
fast Program, Special Milk Program 
and the School Food Authority has 
elected to provide free milk, or is a 
commodity-only school. 

(Sec. 8, Pub. L. 95–627, 92 Stat. 3623 (42 U.S.C. 
1758); sec. 5, Pub. L. 95–627, 92 Stat. 3619 (42 
U.S.C. 1772); 42 U.S.C. 1785, 1766, 1772, 1773(e), 
sec. 203, Pub. L. 96–499, 94 Stat. 2599; secs. 807 
and 808, Pub. L. 97–35, 95 Stat. 521–535, 42 
U.S.C. 1772, 1784, 1760; sec. 803, Pub. L. 97–35, 
95 Stat. 521–535 (42 U.S.C. 1758)) 

[Amdt. 8, 40 FR 57207, Dec. 8, 1975; 40 FR 
58281, Dec. 16, 1975, as amended by Amdt. 10, 
41 FR 28783, July 13, 1976; Amdt. 13, 44 FR 
33049, June 8, 1979; 47 FR 31852, July 23, 1982; 
72 FR 63793, Nov. 13, 2007] 

§ 245.4 Exceptions for Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. 

Because the State agencies of Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands provide 
free meals or milk to all children in 
schools under their jurisdiction, re-
gardless of the economic need of the 
child’s family, they are not required to 
make individual eligibility determina-
tions or publicly announce eligibility 
criteria. Instead, such State agencies 
may use a statistical survey to deter-

mine the number of children eligible 
for free or reduced price meals and 
milk on which a percentage factor for 
the withdrawal of special cash assist-
ance funds will be developed subject to 
the following conditions: 

(a) State agencies shall conduct a 
statistical survey once every three 
years in accordance with the standards 
provided by FNS; 

(b) State agencies shall submit the 
survey design to FNS for approval be-
fore proceeding with the survey; 

(c) State agencies shall conduct the 
survey and develop the factor for with-
drawal between July 1 and December 31 
of the first school year of the three- 
year period; 

(d) State agencies shall submit the 
results of the survey and the factor for 
fund withdrawal to FNS for approval 
before any reimbursement may be re-
ceived under that factor; 

(e) State agencies shall keep all ma-
terial relating to the conduct of the 
survey and determination of the factor 
for fund withdrawal in accordance with 
the record retention requirements in 
§ 210.8(e)(14) of this chapter; 

(f) Until the results of the triennial 
statistical survey are available, the 
factor for fund withdrawal will be 
based on the most recently established 
percentages. The Department shall 
make retroactive adjustments to the 
States’ Letter of Credit, if appropriate, 
for the year of the survey; 

(g) If any school in these States wish-
es to charge a student for meals, the 
State agency, School Food Authority 
and school shall comply with all the 
applicable provisions of this part and 
parts 210, 215 and 220 of this chapter. 

(Sec. 9, Pub. L. 95–166, 91 Stat 1336 (42 U.S.C. 
1759a); secs. 807 and 808, Pub. L. 97–35, 95 Stat. 
521–535, 42 U.S.C. 1772, 1784, 1760; 44 U.S.C. 
3506) 

[Amdt. 18, 45 FR 52771, Aug. 8, 1980, as 
amended at 46 FR 51366, Oct. 20, 1981; 47 FR 
746, Jan. 7, 1982] 

§ 245.5 Public announcement of the eli-
gibility criteria. 

(a) After the State agency, or FNSRO 
where applicable, notifies the local 
educational agency (as defined in 
§ 245.2) that its criteria for determining 
the eligibility of children for free and 
reduced price meals and for free milk 
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have been approved, the local edu-
cational agency (as defined in § 245.2) 
shall publicly announce such criteria: 
Provided however, that no such public 
announcement shall be required for 
boarding schools, residential child care 
institutions (see § 210.2 of this chapter, 
definition of Schools), or a school which 
includes food service fees in its tuition, 
where all attending children are pro-
vided the same meals or milk. Such an-
nouncements shall be made at the be-
ginning of each school year or, if notice 
of approval is given thereafter, within 
10 days after the notice is received. The 
public announcement of such criteria, 
as a minimum, shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Except as provided in § 245.6(b), a 
letter or notice and application distrib-
uted on or about the beginning of each 
school year, to the parents of all chil-
dren in attendance at school. The let-
ter or notice shall contain the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) In schools participating in a meal 
service program, the eligibility criteria 
for reduced price benefits with an expla-
nation that households with incomes 
less than or equal to the reduced price 
criteria would be eligible for either free 
or reduced price meals, or in schools 
participating in the free milk option, 
the eligibility criteria for free milk 
benefits; 

(ii) How a household may make appli-
cation for free or reduced price meals 
or for free milk for its children; 

(iii) An explanation that an applica-
tion for free or reduced price benefits 
cannot be approved unless it contains 
complete information as described in 
paragraph (1)(i) of the definition of 
Documentation in § 245.2; 

(iv) An explanation that households 
with children who are members of cur-
rently certified food stamp, FDPIR or 
TANF households may submit applica-
tions for these children with the abbre-
viated information described in para-
graph (2)(ii) of the definition of Docu-
mentation in § 245.2; 

(v) An explanation that the informa-
tion on the application may be verified 
at any time during the school year; 

(vi) How a household may apply for 
benefits at any time during the school 
year as circumstances change; 

(vii) A statement to the effect that 
children having parents or guardians 
who become unemployed are eligible 
for free or reduced price meals or for 
free milk during the period of unem-
ployment, Provided, that the loss of in-
come causes the household income dur-
ing the period of unemployment to be 
within the eligibility criteria; 

(viii) A statement to the effect that 
in certain cases foster children are eli-
gible for free or reduced price meals or 
free milk regardless of the income of 
the household with whom they reside 
and that households wishing to apply 
for such benefits for foster children 
should contact the local educational 
agency; 

(ix) The statement: ‘‘In the operation 
of child feeding programs, no child will 
be discriminated against because of 
race, sex, color, national origin, age or 
disability;’’ and 

(x) How a household may appeal the 
decision of the local educational 
agencywith respect to the application 
under the hearing procedure set forth 
in § 245.7. The letter or notice shall be 
accompanied by a copy of the applica-
tion form required under § 245.6. 

(xi) A statement to the effect that 
the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants and Chil-
dren (WIC) participants may be eligible 
for free or reduced price meals. 

(2) On or about the beginning of each 
school year, a public release, con-
taining the same information supplied 
to parents, and including both free and 
reduced price eligibility criteria shall 
be provided to the informational 
media, the local unemployment office, 
and to any major employers contem-
plating large layoffs in the area from 
which the school draws its attendance. 

(b) Copies of the public release shall 
be made available upon request to any 
interested persons. Any subsequent 
changes in a school’s eligibility cri-
teria during the school year shall be 
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publicly announced in the same man-
ner as the original criteria were an-
nounced. 

(Sec. 803, Pub. L. 97–35, 95 Stat. 521–535 (42 
U.S.C. 1758); Pub. L. 79–396, 60 Stat. 231 (42 
U.S.C. 1751); Pub. L. 89–642, 80 Stat. 885–880 
(42 U.S.C. 1773); Pub. L. 91–248, 84 Stat. 207 (42 
U.S.C. 1759)) 

[Amdt. 8, 40 FR 57207, Dec. 8, 1975, as amend-
ed by Amdt. 10, 41 FR 28783, July 13, 1976; 47 
FR 31852, 31853, July 23, 1982; Amdt. 24, 48 FR 
19355, Apr. 29, 1983; 49 FR 26034, June 26, 1984; 
52 FR 19275, May 22, 1987; 64 FR 50744, Sept. 
20, 1999; 64 FR 72472, Dec. 28, 1999; 66 FR 48328, 
Sept. 20, 2001; 68 FR 53489, Sept. 11, 2003; 72 
FR 10900, Mar. 12, 2007; 72 FR 63793, Nov. 13, 
2007] 

§ 245.6 Application, eligibility and cer-
tification of children for free and 
reduced price meals and free milk. 

(a) General requirements—content of 
application and descriptive materials. 
Each local educational agency, as de-
fined in § 245.2, for schools participating 
in the National School Lunch Program, 
School Breakfast Program or Special 
Milk Program or a commodity only 
school shall provide meal benefit forms 
for use by families in making applica-
tion for free or reduced price meals or 
free milk for their children. 

(1) Household applications. The State 
agency or local educational agency 
must provide a form that permits a 
household to apply for all children in 
that household who attend schools in 
the same local educational agency. The 
local educational agency cannot re-
quire the household to submit an appli-
cation for each child attending its 
schools. The application shall be clear 
and simple in design and the informa-
tion requested therein shall be limited 
to that required to demonstrate that 
the household does, or does not, meet 
the eligibility criteria for free or re-
duced price meals, respectively, or for 
free milk, issued by the local edu-
cational agency. In accordance with 
§ 245.3(c), a foster child or an institu-
tionalized child is considered a family 
of one. 

(2) Understandable communications. 
Any communication with households 
for eligibility determination purposes 
must be in an understandable and uni-
form format and to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, in a language that 
parents and guardians can understand. 

(3) Electronic availability. In addition 
to the distribution of applications and 
descriptive materials in paper form as 
provided for in this section, the local 
educational agency may establish a 
system for executing household appli-
cations electronically and using elec-
tronic signatures. The electronic sub-
mission system must comply with the 
disclosure requirements in this section 
and with technical assistance and guid-
ance provided by FNS. Descriptive ma-
terials may also be made available 
electronically by the local educational 
agency. 

(4) Transferring eligibility status. When 
a student transfers to another school 
district, the new local educational 
agency may accept the eligibility de-
termination from the student’s former 
local educational agency without in-
curring liability for the accuracy of the 
initial determination. As required 
under paragraph (c)(3) of this section, 
the accepting local educational agency 
must make changes that occur as a re-
sult of verification activities or coordi-
nated review findings conducted in 
that local educational agency. 

(5) Required income information. The 
information requested on the applica-
tion with respect to the current income 
of the household must be limited to: 

(i) The income received by each 
member identified by the household 
member who received the income or an 
indication that which household mem-
bers had no income; and 

(ii) The source of the income (such as 
earnings, wages, welfare, pensions, sup-
port payments, unemployment com-
pensation, social security and other 
cash income). Other cash income in-
cludes cash amounts received or with-
drawn from any source, including sav-
ings, investments, trust accounts, and 
other resources which are available to 
pay for a child’s meals or milk. 

(6) Household members and social secu-
rity numbers. The application must re-
quire applicants to provide the names 
of all household members. In addition, 
the social security number of the adult 
household member who signs the appli-
cation must be provided. If the adult 
member signing the application does 
not possess a social security number, 
the household must so indicate. How-
ever, if application is being made for a 
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