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(A) Volunteer services shall be docu-
mented and, to the extent feasible, sup-
ported by the same methods used by
the Cooperator for its own employees.

(B) The basis for determining the
valuation for personal service, mate-
rial, equipment, buildings, and land
shall be documented.

§550.16 Project development.

REE provides partial funding to Co-
operators to support research projects
that contribute to REE program objec-
tives and help carry out the REE mis-
sion. The Cooperator’s PI and the REE
Agency’s ADODR shall jointly develop
the following documentation:

(a) Project plan. A plan that shall be
jointly developed by the REE ADODR
and the Cooperator that is compliant
with an REE program requirement.
The project plan will utilize the REE
provided format for external peer re-
view.

(b) Statement of work. A detailed
statement of work shall be jointly
planned, developed and prepared by the
Cooperator’s PI and the awarding
Agency’s ADODR consisting of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Objective

(2) Approach

(3) Statement of Mutual Interest

(4) Performance Responsibilities

(5) Mutual Agreements

(c) Budget. A plan that shall be joint-
ly developed by the REE ADODR and
the Cooperator PI outlining the fol-
lowing resource contributions:

(1) Total amount to be reimbursed by
the REE Agency to the Cooperator.
(Direct and Indirect Costs as applica-
ble)

(2) Total in-house costs to the REE
Agency. (Direct and indirect costs)

(3) Total in-house costs to the Coop-
erator. (Direct and indirect costs)

§550.17 Peer review.

Upon request of the REE Agency, co-
operators may be requested to provide
documentation in support of peer re-
view activities and cooperator per-
sonnel may be requested to participate
in peer review forums to assist the
REE Agency in their reviews.

§550.18

§550.18 Assurances/certifications.

(a) Governmentwide Debarment and
Suspension (Non procurement)—7 CFR
3017;

(b) Governmentwide requirements for
Drug-Free Workplace—7 CFR 3021;

(c) Non-discrimination. The Coop-
erator assures compliance with the fol-
lowing requirement: No person in the
United States shall, on the grounds of
race, color, national origin, sex, age,
religion, political beliefs, or disability,
be excluded from participation in, be
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
subjected to discrimination under any
project or activity under a non-assist-
ance cooperative agreement.

(d) Protection of human subjects re-
quirements. The Cooperator assures
compliance with the following provi-
sions regarding the rights and welfare
of human subjects:

(1) The Cooperator is responsible for
safeguarding the rights and welfare of
any human subjects involved in re-
search, development, and related ac-
tivities supported by this Agreement.
The Cooperator may conduct research
involving human subjects only as pre-
scribed in the statement of work and as
approved by the Cooperator’s Cog-
nizant Institutional Review Board.
Prior to conducting such research, the
Cooperator shall obtain and document
a legally sufficient informed consent
from each human subject involved. No
such informed consent shall include
any exculpatory language through
which the subject is made to waive, or
to appear to waive, any of his or her
legal rights, including any release of
the Cooperator or its agents from li-
ability for negligence.

(2) The Cooperator agrees to comply
with U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services’ regulations regarding
human subjects, appearing in 45 CFR
part 46 (as amended).

(3) It will comply with REE policy,
which is to assure that the risks do not
outweigh either potential benefits to
the subjects or the expected value of
the knowledge sought.

(4) Selection of subject or groups of
subjects shall be made without regard
to sex, race, color, religion, or national
origin unless these characteristics are
factors to be studied.
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