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Subpart C—State Technical
Committees

SOURCE: 74 FR 66912, Dec. 17, 2009, unless
otherwise noted.

§610.21 Purpose and scope.

This subpart sets forth the proce-
dures for establishing and using the ad-
vice of State Technical Committees.
The Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) will establish in each
State a Technical Committee to assist
in making recommendations relating
to the implementation and technical
aspects of natural resource conserva-
tion activities and programs. The De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) will
use State Technical Committees in an
advisory capacity in the administra-
tion of certain conservation programs
and initiatives. Pursuant to 16 U.S.C.
3862(d), these State Technical Commit-
tees and Local Working Groups are ex-
empt from the provisions of the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (b U.S.C.
App. 2).

§610.22 State Technical Committee
membership.

(a) State Technical Committees will
include agricultural producers, non-
industrial private forest land owners,
and other professionals who represent a
variety of disciplines in soil, water,
wetlands, plant, and wildlife sciences.
The State Conservationist in each
State will serve as chairperson. The
State Technical Committee for each
State will include representatives from
among the following, if willing to
serve:

(1) NRCS, USDA;

(2) Farm Service Agency, USDA;

(3) State Farm Service Agency Com-
mittee, USDA;

(4) Forest Service, USDA;

(5) National Institute of Food and
Agriculture, USDA;

(6) Each of the Federally recognized
Indian Tribes in the State;

(7) State departments and agencies
within the State, including the:

(i) Fish and wildlife agency;

(ii) Forestry agency;

(iii) Water resources agency;

(iv) Department of agriculture;

(v) Association of soil and water con-
servation districts; and
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(vi) Soil and water conservation
agency;

(8) Agricultural producers rep-
resenting the variety of crops and live-
stock or poultry raised within the
State;

(9) Owners of nonindustrial private
forest land;

(10) Nonprofit organizations, within
the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, with de-
monstrable conservation expertise and
experience working with agriculture
producers in the State; and

(11) Agribusiness.

(b) The State Conservationist will in-
vite other relevant Federal, State, and
regional agencies, organizations, and
persons knowledgeable about economic
and environmental impacts of natural
resource conservation techniques and
programs to participate as needed.

(c) To ensure that recommendations
of State Technical Committees take
into account the needs of the diverse
groups served by USDA, membership
will include, to the extent practicable,
individuals with demonstrated ability
to represent the conservation and re-
lated technical concerns of particular
historically underserved groups and in-
dividuals; i.e., minorities, women, per-
sons with disabilities, socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged groups, and
beginning farmers and ranchers.

(d) In accordance with the guidelines
in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this
section, it is the responsibility of the
State Conservationist to seek a bal-
anced representation of interests
among the membership on the State
Technical Committee. Individuals or
groups wanting to participate on a
State Technical Committee within a
specific State may submit a request to
the State Conservationist that explains
their interest and outlines their cre-
dentials which they believe are rel-
evant to becoming a member. Deci-
sions regarding membership are at the
discretion of the State Conservationist.
State Conservationist decisions on
membership are final and not appeal-
able to any other individual or group
within USDA.

436



		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-09-02T18:21:53-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




