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participants, as defined in 7 CFR part
652.

§625.3 Administration.

(a) The regulations in this part will
be administered under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Chief.

(b) The Chief may modify or waive a
provision of this part if the Chief deter-
mines that the application of such pro-
vision to a particular limited situation
is inappropriate and inconsistent with
the goals of the program.

(c) No delegation in this part to
lower organizational levels shall pre-
clude the Chief from determining any
issue arising under this part or from
reversing or modifying any determina-
tion arising from this part.

(d) The State Conservationist will de-
velop the rates of compensation for an
easement, a priority ranking process,
and any related technical matters.

(e) The NRCS shall coordinate with
FWS and NMF'S in the implementation
of the program and in establishing pro-
gram policies. In carrying out this pro-
gram, NRCS may consult with non-
industrial private forest landowners,
the Forest Service and other Federal
agencies, State fish and wildlife agen-
cies, State forestry agencies, State en-
vironmental quality agencies, other
State conservation agencies; and non-
profit conservation organizations. No
determination by FWS, NMFS, the
Forest Service, any Federal or State
agency, conservation district, or other
organization shall compel the NRCS to
take any action which the NRCS deter-
mines will not serve the purposes of
the program established by this part.

§625.4 Program requirements.

(a) General. Under the HFRP, NRCS
will purchase conservation easements
from, or enter into 10-year cost-share
agreements with, eligible landowners
who voluntarily cooperate in the res-
toration and protection of forestlands
and associated lands. To participate in
HFRP, a landowner will agree to the
implementation of a HFRP restoration
plan, the effect of which is to restore,
protect, enhance, maintain, and man-
age the habitat conditions necessary to
increase the likelihood of recovery of
listed species under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), or measurably im-

§625.4

prove the well-being of species that are
not listed as endangered or threatened
under the ESA but are candidates for
such listing, State-listed species, or
species identified by the Chief for spe-
cial consideration for funding. NRCS
may provide cost-share assistance for
the activities that promote the res-
toration, protection, enhancement,
maintenance, and management of
forestland functions and values. Spe-
cific restoration, protection, enhance-
ment, maintenance, and management
activities may be undertaken by the
landowner or other NRCS designee.

(b) Landowner eligibility. To be eligi-
ble to enroll an easement in the HFRP,
a person must:

(1) Be the landowner of eligible land
for which enrollment is sought; and

(2) Agree to provide such information
to NRCS as the agency deems nec-
essary or desirable to assist in its de-
termination of eligibility for program
benefits and for other program imple-
mentation purposes.

(c) Eligible land. (1) The NRCS, in co-
ordination with FWS or NMFS, shall
determine whether land is eligible for
enrollment and whether, once found el-
igible, the lands may be included in the
program based on the likelihood of suc-
cessful restoration, enhancement, and
protection of forest ecosystem func-
tions and values when considering the
cost of acquiring the easement and the
restoration, protection, enhancement,
maintenance, and management costs.

(2) Land shall be considered eligible
for enrollment in the HFRP only if the
NRCS determines that:

(i) Such private land is capable of
supporting habitat for a selected spe-
cies listed under Section 4 of the ESA;
and

(ii) Such private land is capable of
supporting habitat for a selected spe-
cies not listed under Section 4 of the
ESA but is candidate for such listing,
or the selected species is State-listed
species, or is a species identified by the
Chief for special consideration for
funding.

(3) NRCS may also enroll land adja-
cent to the restored forestland if the
enrollment of such adjacent land would
contribute significantly to the prac-
tical administration of the easement
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