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practices installed under all NRCS pro-
grams, and those practices applied 
under programs administered by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Con-
servation Service (ASCS) where NRCS 
has the technical responsibility. NRCS 
technical or financial assistance will 
be provided when the practices are ap-
plied according to established tech-
nical standards. 

§ 653.2 Technical standards and cri-
teria. 

Technical standards and criteria 
have been established for all conserva-
tion practices. They provide the guid-
ance and direction needed to assure 
that the practices meet the intended 
purpose and are of the quality needed 
to assure lasting for the design life. 
Standards and criteria are developed in 
consultation with universities, re-
search institutions, and individual in-
dustrial and private firms and individ-
uals. Research information and prac-
tical experience are used in setting 
standards. Changes and new technical 
standards and criteria are prepared in 
the same manner as set out above. 

§ 653.3 Adaptation of technical stand-
ards. 

Technical standards and criteria de-
veloped on a national basis may re-
quire special adaptation to meet local 
needs. These adaptations must be ap-
proved by the Administrator of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice or his designee. 

§ 653.4 Availability of technical stand-
ards. 

Information on technical standards 
used by NRCS is available at field, 
area, or State offices of NRCS. 
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Subpart A—General 

§ 654.1 Purpose and scope. 
(a) This part sets forth the operation 

and maintenance requirements per-
taining to measures installed with Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) assistance. This includes meas-
ures installed under the following pro-
grams: 

(1) Federal financially-assisted 
projects. 

(i) Watershed Protection and Flood 
Prevention (WP&FP). See part 622 of 
this title. 
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(ii) Flood Prevention (FP). See part 
623 of this title. 

(iii) Specifically authorized projects. 
(iv) Resource Conservation and De-

velopment (RC&D). 
(2) Conservation Operations (CO). 
(3) Emergency Watershed Protection 

(EWP). See part 624 of this title. 
(4) Great Plains Conservation Pro-

gram (GP). See part 631 of this title. 
(b) These regulations shall apply to 

all Federal financially-assisted 
projects as set forth in subpart B for 
the duration of their respective oper-
ation and maintenance agreements. 
However, this does not relieve the 
sponsor(s) of any liability which may 
continue beyond the evaluated life of 
the measure under Federal, State, and 
local laws. Operation and maintenance 
agreements in effect prior to the effec-
tive date of these regulations are not 
affected by these regulations. 

§ 654.2 Definitions. 
Evaluated life. The time period for 

which project or measure benefits and 
costs have been evaluated. The evalu-
ated life starts after the last project 
measure of the evaluation unit has 
been completed. 

Landuser. Those who individually or 
collectively use land as owner, lessee, 
occupier, or by other arrangements 
which give them conservation planning 
or implementation concern and respon-
sibility for the land involved. 

Maintenance. The work and actions 
required to keep works of improvement 
in a condition to function for their in-
tended purpose and the replacement of 
portions of project measures as speci-
fied in the O&M agreement. 

Operation. The administration, man-
agement, and performance of services 
needed to insure the continued proper 
functioning of completed project meas-
ures. 

Operation and maintenance agreement. 
A written agreement between the spon-
sor(s) and NRCS or other recipient(s) in 
which responsibilities and actions are 
established for the operation, mainte-
nance, replacement, and inspection of 
project measures. 

Plan of operation and maintenance. A 
detailed program of action to provide 
for performing the operation and main-
tenance of a specific project measure. 

Project measures. An undertaking for 
watershed protection; flood prevention; 
the conservation, development, utiliza-
tion, and disposal of water; the con-
servation and proper utilization of 
land; or a combination thereof. The un-
dertaking may consist of vegetative, 
structural, or management measures 
or a combination thereof. Vegetative 
measures are those measures involving 
only seedbed preparation and/or the 
planting of vegetative material. 

Public recreation and/or fish and wild-
life facility. A project measure or part 
thereof which (a) creates or improves 
the potential for public recreational 
use and enjoyment, or (b) materially 
contributes to the preservation, pro-
duction, or harvest of fish and wildlife. 

Sponsor. An agency or organization 
with authority to provide local respon-
sibility for a Federal financially-as-
sisted local project under a program 
administered by NRCS. 

State Conservationist. The NRCS offi-
cer responsible for NRCS activities 
within a particular State, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 

Structural measures. Structural meas-
ures are those measures that are exca-
vated or constructed with concrete, 
earth, masonry, metal, rock, or other 
materials, and associated vegetation. 

Subpart B—Federal Financially- 
Assisted Projects 

§ 654.10 Operation and maintenance 
agreement. 

A duly authorized official of the 
sponsor(s) must execute an O&M agree-
ment with NRCS prior to NRCS fur-
nishing financial assistance. 

§ 654.11 Sponsor(s)’ responsibility. 
(a) On non-Federal land, sponsor(s) 

are responsible for financing and per-
forming without cost to the Federal 
Government, needed operation and 
maintenance (O&M) of project meas-
ures installed with Federal financial 
assistance. 

(b) The Federal agency administering 
Federal land involving project meas-
ures is responsible either for per-
forming or requiring the performance 
of O&M on land administered by that 
agency. If project measures benefit 
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