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§ 718.9 Signature requirements. 
(a) When a program authorized by 

this chapter or Chapter XIV of this 
title requires the signature of a pro-
ducer; landowner; landlord; or tenant, 
a husband or wife may sign all such 
FSA or CCC documents on behalf of the 
other spouse, unless such other spouse 
has provided written notification to 
FSA and CCC that such action is not 
authorized. The notification must be 
provided to FSA with respect to each 
farm. 

(b) Except a husband or wife may not 
sign a document on behalf of a spouse 
with respect to: 

(1) Program document required to be 
executed in accordance with part 3 of 
this title; 

(2) Easements entered into under 
part 1410 of this title; 

(3) Power of attorney; 
(4) Such other program documents as 

determined by FSA or CCC. 
(c) An individual; duly authorized of-

ficer of a corporation; duly authorized 
partner of a partnership; executor or 
administrator of an estate; trustee of a 
trust; guardian; or conservator may 
delegate to another the authority to 
act on their behalf with respect to FSA 
and CCC programs administered by 
USDA service center agencies by exe-
cution of a Power of Attorney, or such 
other form as approved by the Deputy 
Administrator. FSA and CCC may, at 
their discretion, allow the delegations 
of authority by other individuals 
through use of the Power of Attorney 
or such other form as approved by the 
Deputy Administrator. 

(d) Notwithstanding another provi-
sion of this regulation or any other 
FSA or CCC regulation in this title, a 
parent may execute documents on be-
half of a minor child unless prohibited 
by a statute or court order. 

(e) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion in this title, an authorized agent 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) of 
the United States Department of Inte-
rior may sign as agent for landowners 
with properties affiliated with or under 
the management or trust of the BIA. 
For collection purposes, such payments 
will be considered as being made to the 
persons who are the beneficiaries of the 
payment or may, alternatively, be con-
sidered as an obligation of all persons 

on the farm in general. In the event of 
a need for a refund or other claim may 
be collected, among other means, by 
other monies due such persons or the 
farm. 

[68 FR 16172, Apr. 3, 2003; 69 FR 250, Jan. 5, 
2004] 

§ 718.10 Time limitations. 

Whenever the final date prescribed in 
any of the regulations in this title for 
the performance of any act falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday, national holiday, 
State holiday on which the office of the 
county or State Farm Service Agency 
committee having primary cognizance 
of the action required to be taken is 
closed, or any other day on which the 
cognizant office is not open for the 
transaction of business during normal 
working hours, the time for taking re-
quired action shall be extended to the 
close of business on the next working 
day. Or in case the action required to 
be taken may be performed by mailing, 
the action shall be considered to be 
taken within the prescribed period if 
the mailing is postmarked by midnight 
of such next working day. Where the 
action required to be taken is with a 
prescribed number of days after the 
mailing of notice, the day of mailing 
shall be excluded in computing such 
period of time. 

§ 718.11 Disqualification due to Fed-
eral crop insurance violation. 

(a) Section 515(h) of the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act (FCIA) provides that a 
person who willfully and intentionally 
provides false or inaccurate informa-
tion to the Federal Crop Insurance Cor-
poration (FCIC) or to an approved in-
surance provider with respect to a pol-
icy or plan of FCIC insurance, after no-
tice and an opportunity for a hearing 
on the record, will be subject to one or 
more of the sanctions described in sec-
tion 515(h)(3). In section 515(h)(3), the 
FCIA specifies that in the case of a vio-
lation committed by a producer, the 
producer may be disqualified for a pe-
riod of up to 5 years from receiving any 
monetary or non-monetary benefit 
under a number of programs. The list 
includes, but is not limited to, benefits 
under: 

(1) The FCIA. 
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(2) The Agricultural Market Transi-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 7201 et seq.), includ-
ing the Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program under section 196 of 
that Act (7 U.S.C. 7333). 

(3) The Agricultural Act of 1949 (7 
U.S.C. 1421 et seq.). 

(4) The Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714 et seq.). 

(5) The Agricultural Adjustment Act 
of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1281 et seq.). 

(6) Title XII of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3801 et seq.). 

(7) The Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.). 

(8) Any law that provides assistance 
to a producer of an agricultural com-
modity affected by a crop loss or a de-
cline in prices of agricultural commod-
ities. 

(b) Violation determinations are 
made by FCIC. However, upon notice 
from FCIC to FSA that a producer has 
been found to have committed a viola-
tion to which paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion applies, that person will be ineli-
gible for payments under the programs 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion that are funded by FSA for the 
same period of time for which, as deter-
mined by FCIC, the producer will be in-
eligible for crop insurance benefits of 
the kind referred to in paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section. Appeals of the deter-
mination of ineligibility will be admin-
istered under the rules set by FCIC. 

(c) Other sanctions may also apply. 

[72 FR 63284, Nov. 8, 2007] 

Subpart B—Determination of 
Acreage and Compliance 

SOURCE: 68 FR 16176, Apr. 3, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 718.101 Measurements. 

(a) Measurement services include, 
but are not limited to, measuring land 
and crop areas, quantities of farm- 
stored commodities, and appraising the 
yields of crops in the field when re-
quired for program administration pur-
poses. The county committee shall pro-
vide measurement service if the pro-
ducer requests such service and pays 
the cost, except that service shall not 
be provided to determine total acreage 

or production of a crop when the re-
quest is made: 

(1) After the established final report-
ing date for the applicable crop, unless 
a late filed report is accepted as pro-
vided in § 718.103; 

(2) After the farm operator has fur-
nished production evidence when re-
quired for program administration pur-
poses except as provided in this sub-
part; or 

(3) In connection with a late-filed re-
port of acreage, unless there is evi-
dence of the crop’s existence in the 
field and use made of the crop, or the 
lack of the crop due to a disaster condi-
tion affecting the crop. 

(b) The acreage requested to be meas-
ured by staking and referencing shall 
not exceed the effective farm allotment 
for marketing quota crops or acreage 
of a crop that is limited to a specific 
number of acres to meet any program 
requirement. 

(c) When a producer requests, pays 
for, and receives written notice that 
measurement services have been fur-
nished, the measured acreage shall be 
guaranteed to be correct and used for 
all program purposes for the current 
year even though an error is later dis-
covered in the measurement thereof, if 
the producer has taken action with an 
economic significance based on the 
measurement service, and the entire 
crop required for the farm was meas-
ured. If the producer has not taken ac-
tion with an economic significance 
based on the measurement service, the 
producer shall be notified in writing 
that an error was discovered and the 
nature and extent of such error. In 
such cases, the corrected acreage will 
be used for determining program com-
pliance for the current year. 

(d) When a measurement service re-
veals acreage in excess of the per-
mitted acreage and the allowable toler-
ance as defined in this part, the pro-
ducer must destroy the excess acreage 
and pay for FSA to verify destruction, 
in order to keep the measurement serv-
ice guarantee. 

§ 718.102 Acreage reports. 

(a) In order to be eligible for benefits, 
participants in the programs specified 
in paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(6) of 
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