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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 966.27 

§ 966.23 Term of office. 
(a) The term of office of committee 

members, and their respective alter-
nates, shall be for 1 year and shall 
begin as of August 1 and end as of July 
31. 

(b) Committee members and alter-
nates shall serve during the term of of-
fice for which they are selected and 
have qualified, or during that portion 
thereof beginning on the date on which 
they qualify during such term of office 
and continuing until the end thereof, 
and until their successors are selected 
and have qualified. 

§ 966.24 Districts. 
For the purpose of determining the 

basis for selecting committee members 
the following districts of the produc-
tion area are hereby initially estab-
lished. 

District No. 1. The counties of Broward and 
Dade in the State of Florida; 

District No. 2. The counties of Brevard, 
Glades, Indian River, Martin, Osceola, 
Okeechobee, Palm Beach, and St. Lucie in 
the State of Florida; 

District No. 3. The counties of Charlotte, Col-
lier, Hendry, Lee, and Monroe in the State 
of Florida; and 

District No. 4. The counties of De Soto, 
Hardee, Highlands, Hillsborough, Manatee, 
Pinellas, Polk, and Sarasota in the State 
of Florida. 

[33 FR 8586, June 12, 1968] 

§ 966.25 Redistricting. 
The committee may recommend, and 

pursuant thereto, the Secretary may 
approve, the reapportionment of mem-
bers among districts, and the reestab-
lishment of districts within the produc-
tion area. In recommending any such 
changes, the committee shall give con-
sideration to: (a) Shifts in tomato acre-
age within districts and within the pro-
duction area during recent years; (b) 
the importance of new production in 
its relation to existing districts; (c) the 
equitable relationship of committee 
membership and districts; (d) econo-
mies to result for producers in pro-
moting efficient administration due to 
redistricting or reapportionment of 
members within districts; and (e) other 
relevant factors. No change in dis-
tricting or in apportionment of mem-
bers within districts may become effec-

tive within less than 30 days prior to 
the date on which terms of office begin 
each year and no recommendations for 
such redistricting or reapportionment 
may be made less than six months 
prior to such date. 

§ 966.26 Selection. 

The Secretary shall select initially 3 
members of the committee with their 
respective alternates, from each dis-
trict. 

§ 966.27 Nomination. 

The Secretary may select the mem-
bers of the committee and alternates 
from nominations which may be made 
in the following manner: 

(a) A meeting or meetings of pro-
ducers shall be held in each district to 
nominate members and alternates for 
the committee. The committee shall 
hold such meetings or cause them to be 
held prior to June 15 of each year or by 
such other date as may be approved by 
the Secretary pursuant to rec-
ommendation of the committee. 

(b) At each such meeting at least one 
nominee shall be designated for each 
position as member and for each posi-
tion as alternate on the committee. 

(c) Nominations for committee mem-
bers and alternates shall be supplied to 
the Secretary in such manner and form 
as he may prescribe, not later than 
July 15 of each year, or by such other 
date as may be approved by the Sec-
retary pursuant to recommendation of 
the committee. 

(d) Only producers may participate in 
designating nominees for members and 
alternates on the committee. In the 
event a person is engaged in producing 
tomatoes in more than one district, 
such person shall elect the district 
within which he may participate as 
aforesaid in designating nominees; and 

(e) Regardless of the number of dis-
tricts in which a person produces toma-
toes, each such person is entitled to 
cast only one vote on behalf of himself, 
his agents, subsidiaries, affiliates, and 
representatives in designating nomi-
nees for committee members and alter-
nates. An eligible voter’s privilege of 
casting only one vote as aforesaid shall 
be construed to permit a voter to cast 
one vote for each position to be filled 
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in the respective district in which he 
elects to vote. 

[20 FR 7357, Oct. 4, 1955. Redesignated at 26 
FR 12751, Dec. 30, 1961, as amended at 33 FR 
8586, June 12, 1968] 

§ 966.28 Failure to nominate. 
If nominations are not made within 

the time and in the manner specified in 
§ 966.27, the Secretary may, without re-
gard to nominations, select the com-
mittee members and alternates, which 
selection shall be on the basis of the 
representation provided for in §§ 966.24 
through 966.26 inclusive. 

§ 966.29 Acceptance. 
Any person selected as a committee 

member or alternate shall qualify by 
filing a written acceptance with the 
Secretary within ten days after being 
notified of such selection. 

§ 966.30 Vacancies. 
To fill committee vacancies, the Sec-

retary may select such members or al-
ternates from unselected nominees on 
the current nominee list from the dis-
trict involved, or from nominations 
made in the manner specified in 
§ 966.27. If the names of nominees to fill 
any such vacancy are not made avail-
able to the Secretary within 30 days 
after such vacancy occurs, such va-
cancy may be filled without regard to 
nominations, which selection shall be 
made on the basis of the representation 
provided for in §§ 966.24 through 966.26 
inclusive. 

§ 966.31 Alternate members. 
An alternate member of the com-

mittee shall act in the place and stead 
of the member for whom he is an alter-
nate, during such member’s absence. In 
the event of the death, removal, res-
ignation, or disqualification of a mem-
ber, his alternate shall act for him 
until a successor of such member is se-
lected and has qualified. 

§ 966.32 Procedure. 
(a) Eight members of the committee 

shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum and the same number of con-
curring votes shall be required to pass 
any motion or approve any committee 
action. 

(b) If both a member and respective 
alternate are unable to attend a com-
mittee meeting, the committee may 
designate any other alternate present 
from the same district to serve in place 
of the absent member. 

(c) The committee may provide for 
meeting by telephone, telegraph, or 
other means of communication, and 
any vote cast at such a meeting shall 
be promptly confirmed in writing: Pro-
vided, That if any assembled meeting is 
held, all votes shall be cast in person. 

[20 FR 7357, Oct. 4, 1955. Redesignated at 26 
FR 12751, Dec. 30, 1961, as amended at 33 FR 
8586, June 12, 1968; 51 FR 30474, Aug. 27, 1986] 

§ 966.33 Expenses and compensation. 
Committee members and alternates 

may be reimbursed for expenses nec-
essarily incurred by them in the per-
formance of duties and in the exercise 
of powers under this part. 

§ 966.34 Powers. 
The committee shall have the fol-

lowing powers: 
(a) To administer the provisions of 

this part in accordance with its terms; 
(b) To make rules and regulations to 

effectuate the terms and provisions of 
this part; 

(c) To receive, investigate, and report 
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tion of the provisions of this part; and 

(d) To recommend to the Secretary 
amendments to this part. 

§ 966.35 Duties. 
It shall be, among other things, the 

duty of the committee: 
(a) At the beginning of each term of 

office, to meet and organize, to select a 
chairman and such other officers as 
may be necessary, to select sub-
committees of committee members, 
and to adopt such rules and regulations 
for the conduct of its business as it 
may deem advisable; 

(b) To act as intermediary between 
the Secretary and any producer or han-
dler; 

(c) To furnish to the Secretary such 
available information as he may re-
quest; 

(d) To appoint such employees, 
agents, and representatives as it may 
deem necessary and to determine the 
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