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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 981.455 

shall be sufficient to demonstrate that 
the treatment processes and equipment 
achieve a 4-log reduction in Salmonella 
bacteria. Treatment technology and 
equipment that have been modified to 
a point where operating parameters 
such as time, temperature, or volume 
change, shall be revalidated; 

(D) Have their technology and proce-
dures verified by a Board-approved DV 
auditor to ensure they are being ap-
plied appropriately. A DV auditor may 
not be an employee of the manufac-
turer that he/she is auditing. DV audi-
tors must submit a report to the Board 
after conducting each audit. DV audi-
tors must submit an initial application 
to the Board on ABC Form No. 53, 
‘‘Application for Direct Verifiable (DV) 
Program Auditors,’’ and be approved 
by the TERP. Should the applicant dis-
agree with the TERP’s decision con-
cerning approval, it may appeal the de-
cision in writing to the Board, and ulti-
mately to USDA. For subsequent crop 
years, approved DV auditors with no 
changes to their initial application 
must send the Board a letter, signed 
and dated, indicating that there are no 
changes to the application the Board 
has on file. The TERP may revoke any 
approval for cause. The TERP shall no-
tify the DV auditor in writing of the 
reasons for revoking the approval. 
Should the DV auditor disagree with 
the TERP’s decision, it may appeal the 
decision in writing to the Board, and 
ultimately to USDA. A DV auditor 
whose approval has been revoked must 
submit a new application to the TERP 
and await approval; 

(E) Maintain all records regarding 
validation and verification of treat-
ment methods, processing, and product 
traceability. Such records shall be re-
tained for two years and shall be made 
available for review by the Board; and, 

(F) Ship any almonds which will not 
be treated to a handler, to another ap-
proved DV user, to locations outside 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico (con-
tainers must remain identified with 
the term ‘‘unpasteurized’’), as specified 
in § 981.442(b)(6)(i), or dispose of such al-
monds in non-edible channels. 

(ii) Handlers may ship untreated al-
monds directly or through a third 
party to locations outside the U.S., 
Canada, and Mexico, provided that 

each container of such almonds is iden-
tified with the term ‘‘unpasteurized.’’ 
Such lettering shall be on one outside 
principal display panel, at least 1⁄2 inch 
in height, clear and legible. If a third 
party is involved in the transaction, 
the handler must provide sufficient 
documentation to the Board to track 
the shipment from the handler’s facil-
ity to the importer in the foreign coun-
try. 

(7) Other restrictions. The provisions 
of this section do not supersede any re-
strictions or prohibitions regarding al-
monds grown in California under the 
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, 
or any other applicable laws or regula-
tions or the need to comply with appli-
cable food and sanitary regulations of 
city, county, State or Federal agencies. 

[42 FR 3160, Jan. 17, 1977] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 981.442, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 981.450 Exempt dispositions. 

As provided in § 981.50 any handler 
disposing of almonds for crushing into 
oil, or for poultry or animal feed, may 
have the kernel weight of these al-
monds excluded from his receipts, and 
exempt from program obligations so 
long as the handler qualifies as, or de-
livers such almonds to, a crusher, a 
feeder, or dealer in nut waste; the 
crusher, feeder, or dealer are accept-
able to the Board; each delivery is 
made directly to the crusher, feeder, or 
dealer, by June 30 of the crop year; and 
each delivery is certified to the Board 
by the handler on ABC Form 8. 

[42 FR 19322, Apr. 13, 1977] 

§ 981.455 Interhandler transfers. 

(a) Transfers of almonds. Interhandler 
transfers of almonds pursuant to 
§ 981.55 shall be reported to the Board 
on ABC Form 7. The report shall con-
tain the following information: 

(1) Date of transfer; 
(2) The names, and plant locations of 

both the transferring and receiving 
handlers; 

(3) The variety of almonds trans-
ferred; 
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