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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 987.41 

rules and regulations to carry out the 
provisions of this section. 

[43 FR 4252, Feb. 1, 1978] 

GRADE REGULATION 

§ 987.39 The establishment of min-
imum standards. 

In order to effectuate the declared 
policy of the act, all dates handled as 
marketable dates shall meet the re-
quirements of U.S. Grade C, or if for 
further processing, U.S. Grade C (Dry) 
of the effective U.S. Standards for 
Grades of Dates, 7 CFR 52.1001: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary, may upon 
recommendation of the Committee, 
prescribe other minimum standards of 
grades and sizes for marketable dates 
of any variety to be handled in any des-
ignated outlet. To aid the Secretary in 
prescribing such other minimum stand-
ards, the Committee shall furnish to 
the Secretary the data upon which it 
acted in recommending such standards. 
The provisions hereof relating to min-
imum standards of grades and sizes for 
marketable dates and inspection re-
quirements, within the meaning of sec-
tion 2(3) of the act, and any other pro-
visions relating to the administration 
and enforcement thereof shall continue 
in effect irrespective of whether the 
season average price to producers for 
dates is or is not in excess of the parity 
level specified in section 2(1) of the act. 
Notice of the minimum standard regu-
lation shall be sent by the Committee 
to all handlers of record. On and after 
the effective date of such regulations 
no handler shall handle dates except in 
accordance with such minimum stand-
ard. 

[32 FR 12596, Aug. 31, 1967, as amended at 43 
FR 4252, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.40 Additional grade or size regu-
lations. 

Whenever the Committee deems it 
advisable to establish grade or size re-
quirements for any variety of dates, in 
addition to the minimum standard pro-
vided pursuant to § 987.39, to govern 
dates of such variety to be handled in 
any designated outlet or to be withheld 
to meet withholding obligation, or 
both, it shall recommend to the Sec-
retary requirements as to grade based 
on the effective United States Stand-

ards for Grades of Dates or any modi-
fication thereof, and such size require-
ments as it may deem appropriate. If 
the Secretary finds, upon the basis of 
such recommendation or other infor-
mation available to him, that such ad-
ditional grade or size regulation, or 
both such regulations, will tend to ef-
fectuate the declared policy of the act, 
he shall establish such regulations. No-
tice thereof, showing the effective 
date, shall be sent by the Committee to 
all handlers of record. On and after the 
effective date no handler shall handle 
dates of such variety in any designated 
outlet or withhold such dates to meet 
withholding obligation except in ac-
cordance with such regulations. 

[27 FR 6818, July 19, 1962, as amended at 43 
FR 4252, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.41 Inspection. 
(a) Packed dates. Prior to handling 

any dates packed for handling each 
handler shall, at his own expense, 
cause: (1) An inspection to be made of 
such dates in order to ascertain if such 
dates meet the applicable grade and 
size regulations prescribed or provided 
for in this part; and (2) a certification 
for handling to be made of all such 
dates as meet such grade and size regu-
lations. 

(b) Dates for further processing. Prior 
to handling any dates for further proc-
essing each handler shall, at his own 
expense, cause: (1) An inspection to be 
made to ascertain if such dates meet 
the applicable grade and size require-
ments effective pursuant to § 987.39 or 
§ 987.40, except for character associated 
with moisture; and (2) a certification 
for further processing to be made of all 
such dates as meet such grade and size 
requirements: Provided, That such in-
spection and certification require-
ments shall not apply to inter-handler 
transfers within the area of production 
of field-run dates or graded dates. 

(c) Identification and service. All dates 
handled shall be identified by seals, 
stamps, or other means prescribed by 
the Committee and affixed to the con-
tainers by the handlers under the su-
pervision of the Committee or the des-
ignated inspectors. Inspection shall be 
performed by inspectors of the United 
States Department of Agriculture’s 
Processed Products Standardization 
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