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1 The provisions of subchapters B, C, and D 
of this chapter authorize Federal and State 
veterinarians and accredited veterinarians 
to perform specified functions. Full-time 
Federal (including military) and State em-
ployed veterinarians are authorized to per-
form such functions, pursuant to delegation 
of authority by the Administrator or cooper-
ative agreements without specific accredita-
tion under the provisions of this subchapter. 

SUBCHAPTER J—ACCREDITATION OF VETERINARIANS AND 
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF SUCH ACCREDITATION 

PART 160—DEFINITION OF TERMS 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 8301–8317; 15 U.S.C. 
1828; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.4. 

§ 160.1 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this subchapter 

the following words, phrases, names 
and terms shall be construed, respec-
tively, to mean: 

Accredited veterinarian. 1 A veteri-
narian approved by the Administrator 
in accordance with the provisions of 
part 161 of this subchapter to perform 
functions specified in subchapters B, C, 
and D of this chapter. 

Administrator. The Administrator of 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service or any individual author-
ized to act for the Administrator. 

Animal, animals. All animals except 
humans, including but not limited to 
cattle, sheep, goats, other ruminants, 
swine, horses, asses, mules, zebras, 
birds, and poultry. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service. The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, United States De-
partment of Agriculture. 

APHIS. The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service. 

Approved digital signature. Digital sig-
natures approved by the Administrator 
for electronic transmission, for exam-
ple, via a computer. To be approved, a 
digital signature must be able to verify 
the identity of the accredited veteri-
narian signing the document and indi-
cate if the integrity of the data in the 
signed document was compromised. 

Examine, examination. Physical study 
of an individual animal that enables an 
accredited veterinarian to determine if 
any abnormality in physical condition 

or bodily function is suggestive of clin-
ical signs of communicable disease. 

Inspect, inspection. Visual study of 
the physical appearance, physical con-
dition, and behavior of animals (singly 
or in groups) that enables an accred-
ited veterinarian to determine whether 
any abnormality in physical condition 
or bodily function is evident. 

Issue. The distribution, including 
electronic transmission, of an official 
animal health document that has been 
signed. 

Official certificate, form, record, report, 
tag, band, or other identification. Means 
any certificate, form, record, report, 
tag, band, or other identification, pre-
scribed by statute or by regulations 
issued by the Administrator, for use by 
an accredited veterinarian performing 
official functions under this sub-
chapter. 

Qualified accredited veterinarian 
(QAV). An accredited veterinarian who 
has been granted an acccreditation spe-
cialization by the Administrator pursu-
ant to § 161.5 of this subchapter based 
on completion of an APHIS-approved 
orientation or training program. 

Regular health maintenance program. 
An arrangement between an accredited 
veterinarian and a livestock producer 
whereby the veterinarian inspects 
every animal on the premises of the 
producer at least once every 30 days. 

Sign, (Signed). For an accredited vet-
erinarian to put his or her signature in 
his or her own hand, or by means of an 
approved digital signature, on a certifi-
cate, form, record, or report. No certifi-
cate, form, record, or report is signed 
if: 

(1) Someone other than the accred-
ited veterinarian has signed it on be-
half of or in the name of the accredited 
veterinarian, regardless of the author-
ity granted them by the accredited vet-
erinarian; or 

(2) If any mechanical device, other 
than an approved digital signature, has 
been used to affix the signature. 

State. Any State, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the North-
ern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands 
of the United States, and any other 
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 161.1 

territory or possession of the United 
States. 

State Animal Health Official. The 
State animal health official who is re-
sponsible for the livestock and poultry 
disease control and eradication pro-
grams of a State. 

Veterinarian-in-Charge. The veteri-
nary official of APHIS who is assigned 
by the Administrator to supervise and 
perform the official work of APHIS in 
a State or group of States. 

[57 FR 54912, Nov. 23, 1992, as amended at 59 
FR 40797, Aug. 10, 1994; 60 FR 39842, Aug. 4, 
1995; 62 FR 25445, May 9, 1997; 73 FR 60488, 
Oct. 10, 2008] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 74 FR 65010, Dec. 
9, 2009, § 160.1 was amended in the definition 
of accredited veterinarian, by removing foot-
note 1; by adding definitions of Category I 
animals, Category II animals, and herd or flock 
health plan in alphabetical order; and in the 
definition of qualified accredited veterinarian 
(QAV), by removing the words ‘‘an accredita-
tion specialization’’ and adding the words ‘‘a 
program certification’’ in their place, effec-
tive Feb. 1, 2010. For the convenience of the 
user, the added text is set forth as follows: 

§ 160.1 Definitions. 

* * * * * 

Category I animals. Any animals other than 
Category II animals, e.g., cats and dogs. 

Category II animals. Food and fiber animal 
species; horses; birds; farm-raised aquatic 
animals; all other livestock species; and zoo 
animals that can transmit exotic animal dis-
eases to livestock. 

* * * * * 

Herd or flock health plan. A written herd or 
flock health management plan, which may 
include an agreement signed by the owner of 
a herd or flock, the accredited veterinarian, 
and a State or APHIS representative, in 
which each participant agrees to undertake 
actions specified in the agreement to main-
tain the health of the animals and detect 
signs of communicable disease. 

* * * * * 

PART 161—REQUIREMENTS AND 
STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITED 
VETERINARIANS AND SUSPEN-
SION OR REVOCATION OF SUCH 
ACCREDITATION 

Sec. 
161.1 Statement of purpose; performance of 

accredited duties in different States. 
161.2 Requirements and application proce-

dures for accreditation. 
161.3 Standards for accredited veterinarian 

duties. 
161.4 Suspension or revocation of veterinary 

accreditation; criminal and civil pen-
alties. 

161.5 Specialization. 
161.7 Activities performed by non-accred-

ited veterinarians. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 8301–8317; 15 U.S.C. 
1828; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.4. 

SOURCE: 57 FR 54912, Nov. 23, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 161.1 Statement of purpose; perform-
ance of accredited duties in dif-
ferent States. 

(a) This subchapter concerns a pro-
gram administered by APHIS to ac-
credit veterinarians and thereby au-
thorize them to perform, on behalf of 
APHIS, certain activities specified in 
this chapter. This program is intended 
to ensure that an adequate number of 
qualified veterinarians are available in 
the United States to perform such ac-
tivities. 

(b) If an accredited veterinarian 
wishes to perform accredited duties in 
a State other than the State for which 
the veterinarian has completed an ori-
entation in accordance with 
§ 161.2(a)(4), the accredited veterinarian 
shall so inform the Veterinarian-in- 
Charge of the new State. The Veteri-
narian-in-Charge of the new State may 
require the accredited veterinarian to 
complete, prior to performing any ac-
credited duties in the new State, an 
orientation in animal health proce-
dures and issues relevant to the new 
State. The Veterinarian-in-Charge 
shall review the content of each such 
orientation and shall approve its use 
after determining that it includes ade-
quate information about animal health 
agencies, regulatory requirements, ad-
ministrative procedures, and animal 
disease problems in the new State, to 
prepare an accredited veterinarian 
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