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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.127 

§ 3.126 Facilities, indoor. 
(a) Ambient temperatures. Tempera-

ture in indoor housing facilities shall 
be sufficiently regulated by heating or 
cooling to protect the animals from the 
extremes of temperature, to provide for 
their health and to prevent their dis-
comfort. The ambient temperature 
shall not be allowed to fall below nor 
rise above temperatures compatible 
with the health and comfort of the ani-
mal. 

(b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facili-
ties shall be adequately ventilated by 
natural or mechanical means to pro-
vide for the health and to prevent dis-
comfort of the animals at all times. 
Such facilities shall be provided with 
fresh air either by means of windows, 
doors, vents, fans, or air-conditioning 
and shall be ventilated so as to mini-
mize drafts, odors, and moisture con-
densation. 

(c) Lighting. Indoor housing facilities 
shall have ample lighting, by natural 
or artificial means, or both, of good 
quality, distribution, and duration as 
appropriate for the species involved. 
Such lighting shall be uniformly dis-
tributed and of sufficient intensity to 
permit routine inspection and cleaning. 
Lighting of primary enclosures shall be 
designed to protect the animals from 
excessive illumination. 

(d) Drainage. A suitable sanitary 
method shall be provided to eliminate 
rapidly, excess water from indoor hous-
ing facilities. If drains are used, they 
shall be properly constructed and kept 
in good repair to avoid foul odors and 
installed so as to prevent any backup 
of sewage. The method of drainage 
shall comply with applicable Federal, 
State, and local laws and regulations 
relating to pollution control or the 
protection of the environment. 

§ 3.127 Facilities, outdoor. 
(a) Shelter from sunlight. When sun-

light is likely to cause overheating or 
discomfort of the animals, sufficient 
shade by natural or artificial means 
shall be provided to allow all animals 
kept outdoors to protect themselves 
from direct sunlight. 

(b) Shelter from inclement weather. 
Natural or artificial shelter appro-
priate to the local climatic conditions 
for the species concerned shall be pro-

vided for all animals kept outdoors to 
afford them protection and to prevent 
discomfort to such animals. Individual 
animals shall be acclimated before 
they are exposed to the extremes of the 
individual climate. 

(c) Drainage. A suitable method shall 
be provided to rapidly eliminate excess 
water. The method of drainage shall 
comply with applicable Federal, State, 
and local laws and regulations relating 
to pollution control or the protection 
of the environment. 

(d) Perimeter fence. On or after May 
17, 2000, all outdoor housing facilities 
(i.e., facilities not entirely indoors) 
must be enclosed by a perimeter fence 
that is of sufficient height to keep ani-
mals and unauthorized persons out. 
Fences less than 8 feet high for poten-
tially dangerous animals, such as, but 
not limited to, large felines (e.g., lions, 
tigers, leopards, cougars, etc.), bears, 
wolves, rhinoceros, and elephants, or 
less than 6 feet high for other animals 
must be approved in writing by the Ad-
ministrator. The fence must be con-
structed so that it protects the animals 
in the facility by restricting animals 
and unauthorized persons from going 
through it or under it and having con-
tact with the animals in the facility, 
and so that it can function as a sec-
ondary containment system for the 
animals in the facility. It must be of 
sufficient distance from the outside of 
the primary enclosure to prevent phys-
ical contact between animals inside 
the enclosure and animals or persons 
outside the perimeter fence. Such 
fences less than 3 feet in distance from 
the primary enclosure must be ap-
proved in writing by the Adminis-
trator. A perimeter fence is not re-
quired: 

(1) Where the outside walls of the pri-
mary enclosure are made of sturdy, du-
rable material, which may include cer-
tain types of concrete, wood, plastic, 
metal, or glass, and are high enough 
and constructed in a manner that re-
stricts entry by animals and unauthor-
ized persons and the Administrator 
gives written approval; or 

(2) Where the outdoor housing facil-
ity is protected by an effective natural 
barrier that restricts the animals to 
the facility and restricts entry by ani-
mals and unauthorized persons and the 
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