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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.136 

in this subpart. Such practices shall be 
under a supervisor who has a back-
ground in animal care. 

§ 3.133 Separation. 
Animals housed in the same primary 

enclosure must be compatible. Animals 
shall not be housed near animals that 
interfere with their health or cause 
them discomfort. 

§§ 3.134–3.135 [Reserved] 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS 

SOURCE: Sections 3.136 through 3.142 appear 
at 42 FR 31569, June 21, 1977, unless otherwise 
noted. Redesignated at 44 FR 36874, July 22, 
1979. 

§ 3.136 Consignments to carriers and 
intermediate handlers. 

(a) Carriers and intermediate han-
dlers shall not accept any live animals 
presented by any dealer, research facil-
ity, exhibitor, operator of an auction 
sale, or other person, or any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States or any State or local 
government for shipment, in com-
merce, more than 4 hours prior to the 
scheduled departure of the primary 
conveyance on which it is to be trans-
ported: Provided, however, That the car-
rier or intermediate handler and any 
dealer, research facility, exhibitor, op-
erator of an auction sale, or other per-
son, or any department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States or 
any State or local government may 
mutually agree to extend the time of 
acceptance to not more than 6 hours if 
specific prior scheduling of the animal 
shipment to destination has been 
made. 

(b) Any carrier or intermediate han-
dler shall only accept for transpor-
tation or transport, in commerce, any 
live animal in a primary enclosure 
which conforms to the requirements 
set forth in § 3.137 of the standards: Pro-
vided, however, That any carrier or in-
termediate handler may accept for 
transportation or transport, in com-
merce, any live animal consigned by 
any department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States having lab-
oratory animal facilities or exhibiting 
animals or any licensed or registered 
dealer, research facility, exhibitor, or 

operator of an auction sale if the con-
signor furnishes to the carrier or inter-
mediate handler a certificate, signed 
by the consignor, stating that the pri-
mary enclosure complies with § 3.137 of 
the standards, unless such primary en-
closure is obviously defective or dam-
aged and it is apparent that it cannot 
reasonably be expected to contain the 
live animal without causing suffering 
or injury to such live animal. A copy of 
such certificate shall accompany the 
shipment to destination. The certifi-
cate shall include at least the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) Name and address of the con-
signor; 

(2) The number of animals in the pri-
mary enclosure(s); 

(3) A certifying statement (e.g., ‘‘I 
hereby certify that the ll (number) 
primary enclosure(s) which are used to 
transport the animal(s) in this ship-
ment complies (comply) with USDA 
standards for primary enclosures (9 
CFR part 3).’’); and 

(4) The signature of the consignor, 
and date. 

(c) Carriers or intermediate handlers 
whose facilities fail to meet the min-
imum temperature allowed by the 
standards may accept for transpor-
tation or transport, in commerce, any 
live animal consigned by any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States or of any State or 
local government, or by any person (in-
cluding any licensee or registrant 
under the Act, as well as any private 
individual) if the consignor furnishes 
to the carrier or intermediate handler 
a certificate executed by a veterinarian 
accredited by this Department pursu-
ant to part 160 of this title on a speci-
fied date which shall not be more than 
10 days prior to delivery of such animal 
for transportation in commerce, stat-
ing that such live animal is acclimated 
to air temperatures lower than those 
prescribed in §§ 3.141 and 3.142. A copy 
of such certificate shall accompany the 
shipment to destination. The certifi-
cate shall include at least the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) Name and address of the con-
signor; 

(2) The number of animals in the 
shipment; 
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9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–10 Edition) § 3.137 

(3) A certifying statement (e.g., ‘‘I 
hereby certify that the animal(s) in 
this shipment is (are), to the best of 
my knowledge, acclimated to air tem-
peratures lower than 7.2 °C. (45 °F.)’’); 
and 

(4) The signature of the USDA ac-
credited veterinarian, assigned 
accrediation number, and date. 

(d) Carriers and intermediate han-
dlers shall attempt to notify the con-
signee at least once in every 6 hour pe-
riod following the arrival of any live 
animals at the animal holding area of 
the terminal cargo facility. The time, 
date, and method of each attempted 
notification and the final notification 
to the consignee and the name of the 
person notifying the consignee shall be 
recorded on the copy of the shipping 
document retained by the carrier or in-
termediate handler and on a copy of 
the shipping document accompanying 
the animal shipment. 

[42 FR 31569, June 21, 1977, as amended at 43 
FR 21166, May 16, 1978. Redesignated at 44 FR 
36874, July 22, 1979, and amended at 44 FR 
63493, Nov. 2, 1979] 

§ 3.137 Primary enclosures used to 
transport live animals. 

No dealer, research facility, exhibi-
tor, or operator of an auction sale shall 
offer for transportation or transport, in 
commerce, any live animal in a pri-
mary enclosure which does not con-
form to the following requirements: 

(a) Primary enclosures, such as com-
partments, transport cages, cartons, or 
crates, used to transport live animals 
shall be constructed in such a manner 
that (1) the structural strength of the 
enclosure shall be sufficient to contain 
the live animals and to withstand the 
normal rigors of transportation; (2) the 
interior of the enclosure shall be free 
from any protrusions that could be in-
jurious to the live animals contained 
therein; (3) the opernings of such enclo-
sures are easily accessible at all times 
for emergency removal of the live ani-
mals; (4) except as provided in para-
graph (g) of this section, there are ven-
tilation openings located on two oppo-
site walls of the primary enclosure and 
the ventilation openings on each such 
wall shall be at least 16 percent of the 
total surface area of each such wall, or 
there are ventilation openings located 

on all four walls of the primary enclo-
sure and the ventilation openings on 
each such wall shall be at least 8 per-
cent of the total surface area of each 
such wall: Provided, however, That at 
least one-third of the total minimum 
area required for ventilation of the pri-
mary enclosure shall be located on the 
lower one-half of the primary enclosure 
and at least one-third of the total min-
imum area required for ventilation of 
the primary enclosure shall be located 
on the upper one-half of the primary 
enclosure; (5) except as provided in 
paragraph (g) of this section, pro-
jecting rims or other devices shall be 
on the exterior of the outside walls 
with any ventilation openings to pre-
vent obstruction of the ventilation 
openings and to provide a minimum air 
circulation space of 1.9 centimeters (.75 
inch) between the primary enclosure 
and any adjacent cargo or conveyance 
wall; and (6) except as provided in para-
graph (g) of this section, adequate 
handholds or other devices for lifting 
shall be provided on the exterior of the 
primary enclosure to enable the pri-
mary enclosure to be lifted without 
tilting and to ensure that the person 
handling the primary enclosure will 
not be in contact with the animal. 

(b) Live animals transported in the 
same primary enclosure shall be of the 
same species and maintained in com-
patible groups. Live animals that have 
not reached puberty shall not be trans-
ported in the same primary enclosure 
with adult animals other than their 
dams. Socially dependent animals (e.g., 
sibling, dam, and other members of a 
family group) must be allowed visual 
and olfactory contact. Any female ani-
mal in season (estrus) shall not be 
transported in the same primary enclo-
sure with any male animal. 

(c) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port live animals shall be large enough 
to ensure that each animal contained 
therein has sufficient space to turn 
about freely and to make normal pos-
tural adjustments: Provided, however, 
That certain species may be restricted 
in their movements according to pro-
fessionally acceptable standards when 
such freedom of movement would con-
stitute a danger to the animals, their 
handlers, or other persons. 
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