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9 CFR Ch. I (1–1–10 Edition) § 3.19 

conditioning must be used in any ani-
mal holding area containing dogs and 
cats, when the ambient temperature is 
85 °F (29.5 °C) or higher 

(d) Temperature. The ambient tem-
perature in an animal holding area 
containing dogs or cats must not fall 
below 45 °F (7.2 °C) or rise above 85 °F 
(29.5 °C) for more than four consecutive 
hours at any time dogs or cats are 
present. The ambient temperature 
must be measured in the animal hold-
ing area by the carrier, intermediate 
handler, or a person transporting dogs 
or cats who is subject to the Animal 
Welfare regulations (9 CFR parts 1, 2, 
and 3), outside any primary enclosure 
containing a dog or cat at a point not 
more than 3 feet (0.91 m) away from an 
outside wall of the primary enclosure, 
and approximately midway up the side 
of the enclosure. The preceding re-
quirements are in addition to, not in 
place of, all other requirements per-
taining to climatic conditions in parts 
2 and 3 of this chapter. 

(e) Shelter. Any person subject to the 
Animal Welfare regulations (9 CFR 
parts 1, 2, and 3) holding a live dog or 
cat in an animal holding area of a ter-
minal facility must provide the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight and extreme 
heat. Shade must be provided that is 
sufficient to protect the dog or cat 
from the direct rays of the sun. 

(2) Shelter from rain or snow. Suffi-
cient protection must be provided to 
allow the dogs and cats to remain dry 
during rain, snow, and other precipita-
tion. 

(f) Duration. The length of time any 
person subject to the Animal Welfare 
regulations (9 CFR parts 1, 2, and 3) can 
hold dogs and cats in animal holding 
areas of terminal facilities upon ar-
rival is the same as that provided in 
§ 3.13(f) of this subpart. 

[56 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 63 
FR 10499, Mar. 4, 1998] 

§ 3.19 Handling. 
(a) Any person subject to the Animal 

Welfare regulations (9 CFR parts 1, 2, 
and 3) who moves (including loading 
and unloading) dogs or cats within, to, 
or from the animal holding area of a 
terminal facility or a primary convey-
ance must do so as quickly and effi-

ciently as possible and must provide 
the following during movement of the 
dog or cat: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight and extreme 
heat. Sufficient shade must be provided 
to protect the dog or cat from the di-
rect rays of the sun. The dog or cat 
must not be exposed to an ambient air 
temperature above 85 °F (29.5 °C) for a 
period of more than 45 minutes while 
being moved to or from a primary con-
veyance or a terminal facility. The 
temperature must be measured in the 
manner provided in § 3.18(d) of this sub-
part. The preceding requirements are 
in addition to, not in place of, all other 
requirements pertaining to climatic 
conditions in parts 2 and 3 of this chap-
ter. 

(2) Shelter from rain and snow. Suffi-
cient protection must be provided to 
allow the dogs and cats to remain dry 
during rain, snow, and other precipita-
tion. 

(3) Shelter from cold temperatures. 
Transporting devices on which live 
dogs or cats are placed to move them 
must be covered to protect the animals 
when the outdoor temperature falls 
below 50 °F (10 °C). The dogs or cats 
must not be exposed to an ambient 
temperature below 45 °F (7.2 °C) for a 
period of more than 45 minutes, unless 
they are accompanied by a certificate 
of acclimation to lower temperatures 
as provided in § 3.13(e). The tempera-
ture must be measured in the manner 
provided in § 3.18(d) of this subpart. The 
preceding requirements are in addition 
to, not in place of, all other require-
ments pertaining to climatic condi-
tions in parts 2 and 3 of this chapter. 

(b) Any person handling a primary 
enclosure containing a dog or cat must 
use care and must avoid causing phys-
ical harm or distress to the dog or cat. 

(1) A primary enclosure containing a 
live dog or cat must not be placed on 
unattended conveyor belts, or on ele-
vated conveyor belts, such as baggage 
claim conveyor belts and inclined con-
veyor ramps that lead to baggage claim 
areas, at any time; except that a pri-
mary enclosure may be placed on in-
clined conveyor ramps used to load and 
unload aircraft if an attendant is 
present at each end of the conveyor 
belt. 
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 3.27 

(2) A primary enclosure containing a 
dog or cat must not be tossed, dropped, 
or needlessly tilted, and must not be 
stacked in a manner that may reason-
ably be expected to result in its falling. 
It must be handled and positioned in 
the manner that written instructions 
and arrows on the outside of the pri-
mary enclosure indicate. 

(c) This section applies to movement 
of a dog or cat from primary convey-
ance to primary conveyance, within a 
primary conveyance or terminal facil-
ity, and to or from a terminal facility 
or a primary conveyance. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0093) 

[56 FR 6486, Feb. 15, 1991, as amended at 63 
FR 10499, Mar. 4, 1998] 

Subpart B—Specifications for the 
Humane Handling, Care, 
Treatment, and Transportation 
of Guinea Pigs and Hamsters 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

§ 3.25 Facilities, general. 

(a) Structural strength. Indoor and 
outdoor housing facilities for guinea 
pigs or hamsters shall be structurally 
sound and shall be maintained in good 
repair, to protect the animals from in-
jury, to contain the animals, and to re-
strict the entrance of other animals. 

(b) Water and electric power. Reliable 
and adequate electric power, if re-
quired to comply with other provisions 
of this subpart, and adequate potable 
water shall be available. 

(c) Storage. Supplies of food and bed-
ding shall be stored in facilities which 
adequately protect such supplies 
against spoilage or deterioration and 
infestation or contamination by 
vermin. Food supplies shall be stored 
in containers with tightly fitting lids 
or covers or in the original containers 
as received from the commercial 
sources of supply. Refrigeration shall 
be provided for supplies of perishable 
food. 

(d) Waste disposal. Provisions shall be 
made for the removal and disposal of 
animal and food wastes, bedding, dead 
animals, and debris. Disposal facilities 
shall be so provided and operated as to 

minimize vermin infestation, odors, 
and disease hazards. 

(e) Washroom and sinks. Facilities, 
such as washrooms, basins, or sinks, 
shall be provided to maintain cleanli-
ness among animal caretakers. 

[32 FR 3273, Feb. 24, 1967, as amended at 44 
FR 63492, Nov. 2, 1979] 

§ 3.26 Facilities, indoor. 

(a) Heating. Indoor housing facilities 
for guinea pigs or hamsters shall be 
sufficiently heated when necessary to 
protect the animals from the cold, and 
to provide for their health and comfort. 
The ambient temperature shall not be 
allowed to fall below 60 °F. nor to ex-
ceed 85 °F. 

(b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facili-
ties for guinea pigs or hamsters shall 
be adequately ventilated to provide for 
the health and comfort of the animals 
at all times. Such facilities shall be 
provided with fresh air either by means 
of windows, doors, vents, or air condi-
tioning, and shall be ventilated so as to 
minimize drafts, odors, and moisture 
condensation. The ambient tempera-
ture shall not be allowed to rise above 
85 °F. 

(c) Lighting. Indoor housing facilities 
for guinea pigs or hamsters shall have 
ample light, by natural or artificial 
means, or both, of good quality and 
well distributed. Such lighting shall 
provide uniformly distributed illu-
mination of sufficient light intensity 
to permit routine inspection and clean-
ing during the entire working period. 
Primary enclosures shall be so placed 
as to protect the guinea pigs or ham-
sters from excessive illumination. 

(d) Interior surfaces. The interior 
building surfaces of indoor housing fa-
cilities shall be constructed and main-
tained so that they are substantially 
impervious to moisture and may be 
readily sanitized. 

§ 3.27 Facilities, outdoor. 

(a) Hamsters shall not be housed in 
outdoor facilities. 

(b) Guinea pigs shall not be housed in 
outdoor facilities unless such facilities 
are located in an appropriate climate 
and prior approval for such outdoor 
housing is obtained from the Deputy 
Administrator. 
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