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2 Nonhuman primates include a great diver-
sity of forms, ranging from the marmoset 
weighing only a few ounces, to the adult go-
rilla weighing hundreds of pounds, and in-
clude more than 240 species. They come from 
Asia, Africa, and Central and South Amer-
ica, and they live in different habitats in na-
ture. Some have been transported to the 
United States from their natural habitats 

ectoparasites, and avian and mamma-
lian pests shall be established and 
maintained for all animal holding 
areas. Any animal holding area con-
taining live rabbits shall be provided 
with fresh air by means of windows, 
doors, vents, or air conditioning and 
may be ventilated or air circulated by 
means of fans, blowers, or an air condi-
tioning system so as to minimize 
drafts, odors, and moisture condensa-
tion. Auxiliary ventilation, such as ex-
haust fans and vents or fans or blowers 
or air conditioning shall be used for 
any animal holding area containing 
live rabbits when the air temperature 
within such animal holding area is 23.9 
°C. (75 °F.) or higher. The air tempera-
ture around any live rabbit in any ani-
mal holding area shall not be allowed 
to fall below 7.2 °C. (45 °F.) nor be al-
lowed to exceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.) at any 
time. To ascertain compliance with the 
provisions of this paragraph, the air 
temperature around any live rabbit 
shall be measured and read outside the 
primary enclosure which contains such 
rabbit at a distance not to exceed .91 
meters (3 feet) from any one of the ex-
ternal walls of the primary enclosure 
and on a level parallel to the bottom of 
such primary enclosure at a point 
which approximates half the distance 
between the top and bottom of such 
primary enclosure. 

[43 FR 56216, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 55 
FR 28883, July 16, 1990]] 

§ 3.66 Handling. 
(a) Any person who is subject to the 

Animal Welfare regulations and who 
moves live rabbits from an animal 
holding area of a terminal facility to a 
primary conveyance or vice versa shall 
do so as quickly and efficiently as pos-
sible. Any person subject to the Animal 
Welfare regulations and holding any 
live rabbit in an animal holding area of 
a terminal facility or transporting any 
live rabbit to or from a terminal facil-
ity shall provide the following: 

(1) Shelter from sunlight. When sun-
light is likely to cause overheating or 
discomfort, sufficient shade shall be 
provided to protect the live rabbits 
from the direct rays of the sun and 
such live rabbits shall not be subjected 
to surrounding air temperatures which 
exceed 29.5 °C. (85 °F.), and which shall 

be measured and read in the manner 
prescribed in § 3.65 of this part, for a pe-
riod of more than 45 minutes. 

(2) Shelter from rain or snow. Live rab-
bits shall be provided protection to 
allow them to remain dry during rain 
or snow. 

(3) Shelter from cold weather. Trans-
porting devices shall be covered to pro-
vide protection for live rabbits when 
the outdoor air temperature falls below 
10 °C. (50 °F.), and such live rabbits 
shall not be subjected to surrounding 
air temperatures which fall below 7.2 
°C. (45 °F.), and which shall be meas-
ured and read in the manner prescribed 
in § 3.65 of this part, for a period of 
more than 45 minutes unless such rab-
bits are accompanied by a certificate of 
acclimation to lower temperatures as 
prescribed in § 3.60(c). 

(b) Care shall be exercised to avoid 
handling of the primary enclosure in 
such a manner that may cause physical 
or emotional trauma to the live rabbit 
contained therein. 

(c) Primary enclosures used to trans-
port any live rabbit shall not be tossed, 
dropped, or needlessly tilted and shall 
not be stacked in a manner which may 
reasonably be expected to result in 
their falling. 

[43 FR 21164, May 16, 1978, as amended at 43 
FR 56216, Dec. 1, 1978; 55 FR 28883, July 16, 
1990] 

Subpart D—Specifications for the 
Humane Handling, Care, 
Treatment, and Transportation 
of Nonhuman Primates 2 

SOURCE: 56 FR 6495, Feb. 15, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

§ 3.75 Housing facilities, general. 
(a) Structure: construction. Housing 

facilities for nonhuman primates must 
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and some have been raised in captivity in the 
United States. Their nutritional and activity 
requirements differ, as do their social and 
environmental requirements. As a result, the 
conditions appropriate for one species do not 
necessarily apply to another. Accordingly, 
these minimum specifications must be ap-
plied in accordance with the customary and 
generally accepted professional and hus-
bandry practices considered appropriate for 
each species, and necessary to promote their 
psychological well-being. 

These minimum standards apply only to 
live nonhuman primates, unless stated oth-
erwise. 

be designed and constructed so that 
they are structurally sound for the spe-
cies of nonhuman primates housed in 
them. They must be kept in good re-
pair, and they must protect the ani-
mals from injury, contain the animals 
securely, and restrict other animals 
from entering. 

(b) Condition and site. Housing facili-
ties and areas used for storing animal 
food or bedding must be free of any ac-
cumulation of trash, waste material, 
junk, weeds, and other discarded mate-
rials. Animal areas inside of housing 
facilities must be kept neat and free of 
clutter, including equipment, fur-
niture, or stored material, but may 
contain materials actually used and 
necessary for cleaning the area, and 
fixtures and equipment necessary for 
proper husbandry practices and re-
search needs. Housing facilities other 
than those maintained by research fa-
cilities and Federal research facilities 
must be physically separated from any 
other businesses. If a housing facility 
is located on the same premises as any 
other businesses, it must be physically 
separated from the other businesses so 
that animals the size of dogs, skunks, 
and raccoons, are prevented from en-
tering it. 

(c) Surfaces—(1) General requirements. 
The surfaces of housing facilities—in-
cluding perches, shelves, swings, boxes, 
houses, dens, and other furniture-type 
fixtures or objects within the facility— 
must be constructed in a manner and 
made of materials that allow them to 
be readily cleaned and sanitized, or re-
moved or replaced when worn or soiled. 
Furniture-type fixtures or objects must 
be sturdily constructed and must be 
strong enough to provide for the safe 
activity and welfare of nonhuman pri-

mates. Floors may be made of dirt, ab-
sorbent bedding, sand, gravel, grass, or 
other similar material that can be 
readily cleaned, or can be removed or 
replaced whenever cleaning does not 
eliminate odors, diseases, pests, in-
sects, or vermin. Any surfaces that 
come in contact with nonhuman pri-
mates must: 

(i) Be free of excessive rust that pre-
vents the required cleaning and saniti-
zation, or that affects the structural 
strength of the surface; and 

(ii) Be free of jagged edges or sharp 
points that might injure the animals. 

(2) Maintenance and replacement of 
surfaces. All surfaces must be main-
tained on a regular basis. Surfaces of 
housing facilities—including houses, 
dens, and other furniture-type fixtures 
and objects within the facility—that 
cannot be readily cleaned and sani-
tized, must be replaced when worn or 
soiled. 

(3) Cleaning. Hard surfaces with 
which nonhuman primates come in 
contact must be spot-cleaned daily and 
sanitized in accordance with § 3.84 of 
this subpart to prevent accumulation 
of excreta or disease hazards. If the 
species scent mark, the surfaces must 
be sanitized or replaced at regular in-
tervals as determined by the attending 
veterinarian in accordance with gen-
erally accepted professional and hus-
bandry practices. Floors made of dirt, 
absorbent bedding, sand, gravel, grass, 
or other similar material, and planted 
enclosures must be raked or spot- 
cleaned with sufficient frequency to 
ensure all animals the freedom to 
avoid contact with excreta. Contami-
nated material must be removed or re-
placed whenever raking and spot clean-
ing does not eliminate odors, diseases, 
insects, pests, or vermin infestation. 
All other surfaces of housing facilities 
must be cleaned and sanitized when 
necessary to satisfy generally accepted 
husbandry standards and practices. 
Sanitization may be done by any of the 
methods provided in § 3.84(b)(3) of this 
subpart for primary enclosures. 

(d) Water and electric power. The hous-
ing facility must have reliable electric 
power adequate for heating, cooling, 
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ventilation, and lighting, and for car-
rying out other husbandry require-
ments in accordance with the regula-
tions in this subpart. The housing fa-
cility must provide running potable 
water for the nonhuman primates’ 
drinking needs. It must be adequate for 
cleaning and for carrying out other 
husbandry requirements. 

(e) Storage. Supplies of food and bed-
ding must be stored in a manner that 
protects the supplies from spoilage, 
contamination, and vermin infestation. 
The supplies must be stored off the 
floor and away from the walls, to allow 
cleaning underneath and around the 
supplies. Food requiring refrigeration 
must be stored accordingly, and all 
food must be stored in a manner that 
prevents contamination and deteriora-
tion of its nutritive value. Only the 
food and bedding currently being used 
may be kept in animal areas, and when 
not in actual use, open food and bed-
ding supplies must be kept in leakproof 
containers with tightly fitting lids to 
prevent spoilage and contamination. 
Substances that are toxic to the 
nonhuman primates but that are re-
quired for normal husbandry practices 
must not be stored in food storage and 
preparation areas, but may be stored in 
cabinets in the animal areas. 

(f) Drainage and waste disposal. Hous-
ing facility operators must provide for 
regular and frequent collection, re-
moval, and disposal of animal and food 
wastes, bedding, dead animals, debris, 
garbage, water, and any other fluids 
and wastes, in a manner that mini-
mizes contamination and disease risk. 
Housing facilities must be equipped 
with disposal facilities and drainage 
systems that are constructed and oper-
ated so that animal wastes and water 
are rapidly eliminated and the animals 
stay dry. Disposal and drainage sys-
tems must minimize vermin and pest 
infestation, insects, odors, and disease 
hazards. All drains must be properly 
constructed, installed, and maintained. 
If closed drainage systems are used, 
they must be equipped with traps and 
prevent the backflow of gases and the 
backup of sewage onto the floor. If the 
facility uses sump ponds, settlement 
ponds, or other similar systems for 
drainage and animal waste disposal, 
the system must be located far enough 

away from the animal area of the hous-
ing facility to prevent odors, diseases, 
insects, pests, and vermin infestation. 
If drip or constant flow watering de-
vices are used to provide water to the 
animals, excess water must be rapidly 
drained out of the animal areas by gut-
ters or pipes so that the animals stay 
dry. Standing puddles of water in ani-
mal areas must be mopped up or 
drained so that the animals remain 
dry. Trash containers in housing facili-
ties and in food storage and food prepa-
ration areas must be leakproof and 
must have tightly fitted lids on them 
at all times. Dead animals, animal 
parts, and animal waste must not be 
kept in food storage or food prepara-
tion areas, food freezers, food refrig-
erators, and animal areas. 

(g) Washrooms and sinks. Washing fa-
cilities, such as washrooms, basins, 
sinks, or showers must be provided for 
animal caretakers and must be readily 
accessible. 

§ 3.76 Indoor housing facilities. 
(a) Heating, cooling, and temperature. 

Indoor housing facilities must be suffi-
ciently heated and cooled when nec-
essary to protect nonhuman primates 
from temperature extremes and to pro-
vide for their health and well-being. 
The ambient temperature in the facil-
ity must not fall below 45 °F (7.2 °C) for 
more than 4 consecutive hours when 
nonhuman primates are present, and 
must not rise above 85 °F (29.5 °C) for 
more than 4 consecutive hours when 
nonhuman primates are present. The 
ambient temperature must be main-
tained at a level that ensures the 
health and well-being of the species 
housed, as directed by the attending 
veterinarian, in accordance with gen-
erally accepted professional and hus-
bandry practices. 

(b) Ventilation. Indoor housing facili-
ties must be sufficiently ventilated at 
all times when nonhuman primates are 
present to provide for their health and 
well-being and to minimize odors, 
drafts, ammonia levels, and moisture 
condensation. Ventilation must be pro-
vided by windows, doors, vents, fans, or 
air conditioning. Auxiliary ventilation, 
such as fans, blowers, or air condi-
tioning, must be provided when the 
ambient temperature is 85 °F (29.5 °C) 
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