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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 93.403 

the United States from any foreign re-
gion are subject to inspection without 
a warrant by properly identified and 
designated inspectors to determine 
whether they are carrying any animal, 
carcass, product or article regulated or 
subject to disposal under any law or 
regulation administered by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture for prevention of 
the introduction or dissemination of 
any communicable animal disease. 

(b) Unloading requirements: Whenever 
in the course of any such inspection at 
any port in the United States the in-
spector has reason to believe that the 
means of conveyance or container is 
contaminated with material of animal 
(including poultry) origin, such as, but 
not limited to, meat, organs, glands, 
extracts, secretions, fat, bones, blood, 
lymph, urine, or manure, so as to 
present a danger of the spread of any 
communicable animal disease, the in-
spector may require the unloading of 
the means of conveyance and the 
emptying of the container if he or she 
deems it necessary to enable him or 
her to determine whether the means of 
conveyance or container is in fact so 
contaminated. The principal operator 
of the means of conveyance and his or 
her agent in charge of the means of 
conveyance shall comply with any such 
requirement under the immediate su-
pervision of, and in the time and man-
ner prescribed by, the inspector. 

(c) Cleaning and disinfection: When-
ever, upon inspection under this sec-
tion, an inspector determines that a 
means of conveyance or shipping con-
tainer is contaminated with material 
of animal origin so as to present a dan-
ger of the spread of any communicable 
animal disease, he or she shall notify 
the principal operator of the means of 
conveyance or his or her agent in 
charge, of such determination and the 
requirements under this section. The 
person so notified shall cause the 
cleaning and disinfection of such 
means of conveyance and container 
under the immediate supervision of, 
and in the time and manner prescribed 
by, the inspector. 

(d) For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘‘shipping container’’ means any 
container of a type specially adapted 

for use in transporting any article on 
the means of conveyance involved. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990. Redesignated and 
amended at 62 FR 56012, 56017, Oct. 28, 1997; 68 
FR 6344, Feb. 7, 2003] 

§ 93.403 Ports designated for the im-
portation of ruminants. 

(a) Air and ocean ports. The following 
ports have APHIS inspection and quar-
antine facilities necessary for quar-
antine stations and all ruminants shall 
be entered into the United States 
through these stations, except as pro-
vided in paragraphs (b), (c), (d), (e), and 
(f) of this section; Miami, Florida; and 
Newburgh, New York. 

(b) Canadian border ports. The fol-
lowing land border ports are designated 
as having the necessary inspection fa-
cilities for the entry of ruminants from 
Canada: Eastport, Idaho; Houlton and 
Jackman, Maine; Detroit, Port Huron, 
and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; 
Baudette, Minnesota; Opheim, Ray-
mond, and Sweetgrass, Montana; Alex-
andria Bay, Buffalo, and Champlain, 
New York; Dunseith, Pembina, and 
Portal, North Dakota; Derby Line and 
Highgate Springs, Vermont; Oroville 
and Sumas, Washington. 

(c) Mexican border ports. The fol-
lowing land border ports are designated 
as having the necessary inspection fa-
cilities for the entry of ruminants from 
Mexico: Brownsville, Hidalgo, Laredo, 
Eagle Pass, Del Rio, and Presidio, 
Texas: Douglas, Naco, Nogales, Sasabe, 
and San Luis, Arizona; Calexico and 
San Ysidro, California; and Antelope 
Wells, Columbus, and Santa Teresa, 
New Mexico. 

(d) Special ports. Charlotte Amalie, 
St. Thomas, and Christiansted, St. 
Croix, in the United States Virgin Is-
lands, are hereby designated as quar-
antine stations for the entry of 
ruminants from the British Virgin Is-
lands into the United States Virgin Is-
lands for immediate slaughter. 

(e) Limited ports. The following ports 
are designated as having inspection fa-
cilities for the entry of ruminants and 
ruminant products such as ruminant 
test specimens which do not appear to 
require restraint and holding inspec-
tion facilities: Anchorage and Fair-
banks, Alaska; San Diego, California; 
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Jacksonville, St. Petersburg-Clear-
water, and Tampa, Florida; Atlanta, 
Georgia; Honolulu, Hawaii, Chicago, Il-
linois; New Orleans, Louisiana; Port-
land, Maine; Baltimore, Maryland; Bos-
ton, Massachusetts; Minneapolis, Min-
nesota; Great Falls, Montana; Port-
land, Oregon; San Juan, Puerto Rico; 
Memphis, Tennessee (no live animals); 
El Paso, Galveston, and Houston, 
Texas; and Seattle, Spokane, and Ta-
coma, Washington. 

(f) Designation of other ports. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury has approved 
the designation as quarantine stations 
of the ports specified in this section. In 
special cases other ports may be des-
ignated as quarantine stations under 
this section by the Administrator, with 
the concurrence of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

(g) Ports and privately owned quar-
antine facilities. Ruminants may be im-
ported into the United States at any 
port specified in paragraph (a) of this 
section, or at any other port des-
ignated as an international port or air-
port by the Bureau of Customs and 
Border Protection, and quarantined at 
an APHIS-approved privately owned 
quarantine facility, provided the appli-
cable provisions of §§ 93.401, 93.404(a), 
93.407, 93.408, and 93.412 are met. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 57 
FR 2010, Jan. 17, 1992; 58 FR 38283, July 16, 
1993; 60 FR 16045, Mar. 29, 1995; 60 FR 25120, 
May 11, 1995. Redesignated and amended at 62 
FR 56012, 56017, Oct. 28, 1997; 64 FR 23179, Apr. 
30, 1999; 65 FR 38178, June 20, 2000; 67 FR 
68022, Nov. 8, 2002; 71 FR 29773, May 24, 2006] 

§ 93.404 Import permits for ruminants 
and for ruminant test specimens for 
diagnostic purposes; and reserva-
tion fees for space at quarantine fa-
cilities maintained by APHIS. 

(a) Application for permit; reservation 
required. (1) For ruminants and rumi-
nant test specimens for diagnostic 
screening purposes intended for impor-
tation from any part of the world, ex-
cept as otherwise provided for in 
§§ 93.417, 93.422, and 93.424, the importer 
shall first apply for and obtain from 
APHIS an import permit. The applica-
tion shall specify the name and address 
of the importer; the species, breed, 
number or quantity of ruminants or ru-
minant test specimens to be imported; 
the purpose of the importation; indi-

vidual ruminant identification, which 
includes a description of the ruminant, 
name, age, markings, if any, registra-
tion number, if any, and tattoo or 
eartag; the region of origin; for cattle, 
the address of or other means of identi-
fying the premises of the herd of origin 
and any other premises where the cat-
tle resided prior to export, including 
the State or its equivalent, the munici-
pality or nearest city, and the specific 
location of the premises, or an equiva-
lent method, approved by the Adminis-
trator, of identifying the location of 
the premises; the name and address of 
the exporter; the port of embarkation 
in the foreign region; the mode of 
transportation, route of travel, and the 
port of entry in the United States; the 
name and address of the quarantine fa-
cility, if the ruminants are to be quar-
antined at a privately owned quar-
antine facility; the proposed date of ar-
rival of the ruminants or ruminant test 
specimens to be imported; and the 
name of the person to whom the 
ruminants or ruminant test specimens 
will be delivered and the location of 
the place in the United States to which 
delivery will be made from the port of 
entry. Additional information may be 
required in the form of certificates 
concerning specific diseases to which 
the ruminants are susceptible, as well 
as vaccinations or other precautionary 
treatments to which the ruminants or 
ruminant test specimens have been 
subjected. Notice of any such require-
ment will be given to the applicant in 
each case. 

(2) An application for permit to im-
port will be denied for domestic 
ruminants from any region designated 
in § 94.1 of this chapter as a region 
where rinderpest or foot-and-mouth 
disease exists. 

(3) An application for permit to im-
port ruminants may also be denied be-
cause of: Communicable disease condi-
tions in the area or region of origin, or 
in a region where the shipment has 
been or will be held or through which 
the shipment has been or will be trans-
ported; deficiencies in the regulatory 
programs for the control or eradication 
of animal diseases and the unavail-
ability of veterinary services in the 
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